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Recovery Planning 
Preparing for children to return

Safeguarding: Agree what safeguarding provision is needed to support returning children (e.g. where new issues have arisen, or existing ones escalated) and consider any necessary changes and referrals as more children return, including those with problems accessing online offers.

• It is essential that parents are clear with the staff if there has been any deaths of people known to them and why they have decided not returned to the setting for some other reason, eg job changes, parents deciding to continue with home education
• Consider how the setting will seek to find out if there are any changes in family circumstances, e.g. illness, bereavement, furloughing/job loss, separation.
• Settings will need to be aware that children may have experienced abuse during the lock down. Additional staff awareness training would be a good idea – this needs to be whole staff awareness as well as specific groups needing more detailed awareness.

Behaviour: Update behaviour policies to reflect the new rules and routines necessary to reduce risk in your setting and agree how to communicate this to staff, children and parents.

• Separation anxieties – most children will have become used to being with their parents and immediate family for an extended period. Even for those who are excited to enjoy more freedom and see their friends, this is a potential source of anxiety.
• Some children will be so pleased to see their friends that they will want to hug them or show other forms of physical contact. Although difficult, children will need to be reminded that social distancing is required/expected. Children may need to be taught how to social distance.
• Consider a gradual re-integration for some children who will find the transition more challenging. A slower start for some may build resilience in the long-term.
• There may have been changes in friendships/relationships – try to take this into account when arranging teaching groups, especially for vulnerable children.
• Prior to settings opening there should be a mechanism for parents to express concerns about how their child is learning at home. Early intervention may head off an issue when setting re-opens.
[image: ]• Consider how you can involve staff in developing policies for your setting and ensure that they are personalised where necessary, for example for staff who have responsibility for providing 1:1 support for children or for children with additional needs.
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Preparing for children
Prior to settings opening there should be a mechanism for parents to express concerns about how their child is learning at home. Early intervention may head off an issue when setting re-opens.
[image: ]

The current Coronavirus epidemic and the lockdown measures that are in place can present Preparing for children to return continued…


[bookmark: _GoBack]• Settings should consider how to continue to support the learning of children who do not attend settings, including how these children can maintain contact with their key person and peers through the early years setting, and how parents and carers can be supported to provide a positive learning environment at home. The Department for Education’s Hungry Little Minds campaign features tips and practical activities that parents and carers can do at home with children to support their early learning. The campaign website has been updated to include a wealth of online educational resources available for parents and carers to support their child’s development at home. Settings can also direct parents and carers to the BBC’s Tiny Happy People campaign and the National Literacy Trust’s Family Zone for more ideas and content. The Department for Education has published further guidance on how to help children aged 2 to 4 to learn at home during the coronavirus outbreak.

Discuss concerns children might have with the child’s parents. Consider ways to support children’s transitions back into the setting.

Planning a personal, social and health education (PSHE) focused curriculum for the initial period back is advisable. This could focus on supporting with anxiety, loss of family, friends, fear of going out/being in large groups. 

Support parents and plan for children (where appropriate) to have the opportunities to talk about fears and concerns – they may initially be excited about returning to the setting but there will be internal worries.

Education: Consider the transitional arrangements from home learning back into the setting. Enable opportunities for parents to feedback to the setting about achievements and concerns.

• Prior to settings opening there should be a mechanism for parents to express concerns about how their child is learning at home. Early intervention may head off an issue when setting re-opens.
• Consider how you can involve staff in developing policies for your setting and ensure that they are personalised where necessary, for example for staff who have responsibility for providing 1:1 support for children or for children with additional needs.
[image: ]• Settings should consider how to continue to support the learning of children who do not attend settings, including how these children can maintain contact with their key person and peers through the early years setting, and how parents and carers can be supported to provide a positive learning environment at home. The Department for Education’s Hungry Little Minds campaign features tips and practical activities that parents and carers can do at home with children to support their early learning. The campaign website has been updated to include a wealth of online educational resources available for parents and carers to support their child’s development at home. Settings can also direct parents and carers to the BBC’s Tiny Happy People campaign and the National Literacy Trust’s Family Zone for more ideas and content. The Department for Education has published further guidance on how to help children aged 2 to 4 to learn at home during the coronavirus outbreak.


	Learn at home 

	Help children aged 2 to 4 to learn at home during coronavirus (COVID-19)
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/help-children-aged-2-to-4-to-learn-at-home-during-coronavirus-covid-19 
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	Answering your questions


Ask Michael
 Service Lead Early Years and Prevention

I am concerned about settling SEND children back into my setting after lockdown, and transitioning some new ones. Where can I get advice and support with this?

We have a very experienced team supporting SEND at Slough Borough Council. Whilst we cannot visit your setting at the present time (because of Covid 19 guidance), we are very happy to take phone/video calls. 

Cathie Woodbridge and Sarah Covell, the Area SENCo team, can offer advice, strategies, and ideas for helping children settle back after what has been a very unsettling time for them. 

Sanji Bains and Debbie Segarra, our Specialist Support Teachers, may have worked individually with these children and may know them well – they, too, would be very happy to help.

 Please do not hesitate to get in contact with a member of the team, we are here to help. Please contact earlyyears@slough.gov.uk 
.
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If you would like to submit a question to ask Michael or any of the Early Years and Prevention Service team please email earlyyears@slough.gov.uk 






nsering your questions
	COVID 19: Support for Children and Families in Slough




The current Coronavirus epidemic and the lockdown measures that are in place can present new challenges for children and families. The services and [image: ]professionals that normally help children and families may not be available or may be working differently. However, in Slough the health, education, social care, police and the faith and voluntary sector are working closely together to ensure support is still available to you.

Finding advice and support. 
This leaflet includes contact details of some specific services that you may find useful. Details on all of the support for children and families in
Slough can be found on the Slough Family Information Services website www.sloughfamilyservices.org.uk 

If you and your children have a social worker please contact your social worker to discuss any additional help and support you might need.

Education
• School provision for children of key workers, those with an EHCP and those with a social worker
• Schools keeping in touch calls to children
• Remote learning provided by all schools
• Free school meals supermarket vouchers

Contact your child’s school directly if you want to know more about any of the above. You can also contact the SEND team at the local authority by
emailing Sendteam@slough.gov.uk if your child has an Education Health and Care Plan, or your child’s social worker if you are working with Slough Children’s Services Trust.

One Slough
Slough Borough Council and Slough CVS are working with local community groups and organisations so we have a coordinated effort across our borough. This is a challenging time for everyone. We want to help local people to support one another and provide essential services to people who need it.

People who require help can also ask directly by visiting https://sloughcvs.org/covid19/ and others can nominate neighbours, friends or family members for assistance. We can help you access fresh food, non-perishable goods, medicines or prescriptions pick up, and a regular catch up call.

The One Slough partnership is opening up a new call centre to ensure all Slough residents can get the support they need. The number is 01753 944198 and will be staffed on Monday to Friday from 9am-4pm. The call centre is for residents who are isolated and lonely or at high risk. People wishing to offer their support as volunteers can do so on the link above. If people want to help but are unable to give their time there is the option to donate funds on the sloughcvs.org website which will go directly to helping people in the borough.







Sector Updates
Nursery World - NSPCC launches nationwide programme of activities for babies  
https://www.nurseryworld.co.uk/news/article/nspcc-launches-nationwide-programme-of-activities-for-babies 

The NSPCC is calling on early years practitioners to help promote a campaign that encourages better childhood brain development.

The charity launched Look, Say, Sing, Play across the UK today (3 June) saying that the initiative has increased significance during the coronavirus pandemic lockdown.

The campaign asks parents of children under two years old to look at what their baby is focusing on and how they react, say what they are doing and copy the sounds their baby makes, sing along to their favourite tune or play simple games and see what their baby enjoys.

It does this though weekly emailed tips for parents that provide an activity idea designed to fit into daily routines, which do not require any equipment.

Each tip is accompanied with an explanation of the science behind why the activity is beneficial to their child's brain development.

More than 19,000 parents have signed up since the scheme was launched as a pilot in June 2019 in Yorkshire and Humber, Scotland, Walsall in the West Midlands and the South East.

In Grimsby, North East Lincolnshire Council-run family centres incorporated the approach in their rhyme-time sessions, and local private nurseries also delivered the activities.

NSPCC head of local campaigns Helen Westerman said early years practitioners could both signpost parents to the campaign, particularly during lockdown, and use the activities in their own practice.

'It's a departure from the things NSPCC would usually do, in that it's a universal offer, but people have really taken to it,' she said.

'With lockdown and parents struggling to do things with their children, actually having something they know improves their baby's brain and gives them a bit of confidence is really good.'

Ms Westerman said one nursery manager had reported that the activities helped her staff engage more with babies in the setting. 'We want practitioners to do it in all sorts of early years settings,' she added.

Examples of Look, Say, Sing, Play activities include singing laundry hokey cokey when sorting washing, window watching and discussing what you can see outside, or telling a child about what colours you like and why.

One mother involved in the trial said the campaign boosted her confidence as a parent to nine-month-old Jessica.

'The Look, Say, Sing, Play tips have been really helpful during lockdown, especially because I am a first-time mum and a lot of the time I question whether I’m doing the right thing,' said Kelly Evans of Sittingbourne in Kent.

'It’s been especially hard during the lockdown as there have been less things to do to entertain Jess.'

Another reported that her second child, Huxley, was reaching milestones earlier than his older sister, Lyra, had done (photo right).

'I have been using the tips with Huxley since he was born and I have noticed that he started clapping and crawling a lot earlier than Lyra did,' said Karis Welch from West Yorkshire.

'This may just be a coincidence, but I didn’t do these sorts of activities with Lyra until she was a bit older.'

Videos showing parents trying out the Look, Say, Sing, Play tips at home are available on YouTube, and practitioners can access resources such as play session plans and posters on the NSPCC website.

More information
•Campaign - https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/support-for-parents/look-say-sing-play/ 
•Resources - https://learning.nspcc.org.uk/news/2019/february/look-say-sing-play-launches 
•Videos - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QwFnvBkzC1Y&feature=youtu.be 

Actions for schools during the coronavirus outbreak  
What schools need to do during the coronavirus (COVID-19) outbreak. Updated to reflect the announcement by the Prime Minister that the government’s 5 tests have been met and the decision, based on all the evidence, to move forward with the wider opening of education and childcare settings. https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-school-closures?utm_source=3500ae75-d368-4870-98df-388d214a67ec&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications&utm_content=immediate#history 

24.4 	Will this apply to out of school settings?

While we have set out that schools should be preparing to welcome back some of their pupils on a phased basis from the week commencing 1 June, this is not the case for out of school settings.

Out of school settings covers ‘any institution that provides tuition, training, instruction or activities for children in England, without their parents’ or carers’ supervision, that is not a school, college, 16 to 19 academy or provider caring for children under 8 years old, which is registered with Ofsted or a childminder agency’, and would include for example settings such as supplementary schools, community activities, after school clubs and tuition, as well as holiday clubs.

It should also be noted that where providers, with the exception of childminders who may continue to look after children in their care, are caring for children over 5 and are registered with Ofsted (either on the compulsory or voluntary part of the General Childcare register), they should also not be preparing to welcome back pupils where they are either operating outside of school premises, or caring for children from more than one school.

24.5 	What does this mean for school-based wraparound provision?

School-based wraparound providers, such as breakfast and after school clubs, can operate for children in eligible year groups (those in Reception, year 1 and year 6) or those within priority groups (such as children of critical workers and vulnerable children) if they are:
•operating on the same premises as the school those children are attending, and
•only caring for children of that school and no others

Those who do open should ensure they are following the same protective measures being taken by schools during the day and work with schools to follow their arrangements, such as keeping children in the same small consistent groups that they are in during the school day.

If wraparound providers are unable to implement the same protective measures as the school, they should remain closed for the time being.

Implementing protective measures in education and childcare settings. 
Coronavirus Health and Safety Checklist
This checklist has been developed in conjunction with Implementing Protective Measures in Education and Childcare Settings.
 https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-implementing-protective-measures-in-education-and-childcare-settings/coronavirus-covid-19-implementing-protective-measures-in-education-and-childcare-settings



[bookmark: _MON_1652769304]

“Please see the Flowchart 038A PPE - Educational Setting to determine the PPE you will require;;
•	Can use your local supply chain to obtain PPE
•	Where this is not possible, Slough Borough Council are able to support our schools who need assistance in the provision of PPE in order to operate safely. You may approach the Council on PPE@slough.gov.uk  for supplies (refer to Flowchart 038A PPE Educational Settings). PPE costs will be charged at cost.”

HMRC- COVID-19 – more webinar dates available 
As part of the government’s commitment to support businesses and individuals, the Coronavirus Statutory Sick Pay Rebate Scheme is now live on GOV‌.UK 

Find out if you can use the Statutory Sick Pay Rebate Scheme, or how to make a claim on the Coronavirus Job Retention Scheme, by joining one of the following updated webinars. Demand for these webinars has been exceptional, so we’ve added even more dates.

Coronavirus COVID-19 Statutory Sick Pay Rebate Scheme: Providing an overview of the scheme, this webinar looks at who can claim, when to start paying SSP, employees you can claim for, making a claim, keeping records, and more.
Choose a date and time
Coronavirus Job Retention Scheme – How to make a claim: This guides you through making a claim, including the essential information you need, what to do before you make your claim, calculating and processing your claim.
Choose a date and time
There are a limited number of spaces, so save your place now.










ding Confidence
SLOUGH EARLY YEARS AND PREVENTION SERVICE: TELEPHONE: 01753 476554 / EMAIL: earlyyears@slough.gov.uk
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COVID 19: Support for Children and Families in Slough

The current Coronavirus epidemic and
the lockdown measures thatare in place
can presentnew challenges for children
and families. The services and
professionals that normally help children
and families may not be available ormay
beworking differently. However, in
Slough the health, education, social care,
policeand the faith and voluntary sector
areworking dlosely together to ensure
supportis still availzble to you.

Finding advice and support

This leafletindludes contact details of some.
specificservices thatyou may find useful. Details
‘on all of the support for children and families in
Slough can be found on the Slough Family
Information Services website
www:sloughfamilyservices.org.uk

IFyou and your children have a social worker
please contact your sodial workerto discuss any
‘additional help 2nd support you might need.

Concerned about a child’s safety?

Ifyou are concerned that a child or young
person is being harmed through abuse or
neglect please contact Slough Children's
Services Trust/Front Door on 01753 875362
between 9am and 5pm, Monday to Friday.
For emergencies outside these hours

call the Emergency Duty Team on
01344786543,

Education

« School provision for children of key workers,
those with an EHCPand thosewith a social
worker

+ Schools keeping intouch call to children

+ Remoteleaming provided by all schools

- Free school meals supermarket vouchers

Contact your child's school directly ifyou want to

~know more about any ofthe above. You can also

contactthe SEND team at the local authority by

‘emailing Sendteam@slough.gov.uk f your chikl

has an Education Health and Care Plan, oryour

childs social workerif you are working with

Slough fhldmnxSmnmxTn#
loudgh & Public [N
B D Health  Berishire Heatcars

One Slough

Slough Borough Counl and Slough CVS are.
‘working with local community groups and
organisations sowe have 2 coordinated effort
‘across our borough. This is a challenging time for
everyone. We want to help local peopleto
Support one another and provide essential
Services to people who need it

People who require help can also ask directly by
visiting https://sloughcvs.org/covid19/ and
others can nominate neighbours, friends or
Family members for assistance. We can help you
‘access fresh food, non-perishable goods,
‘medicines orprescriptions pick up, and a regular
catch upcall.

‘The One Slough partnership is opening up a new
call centre to ensure all Slough residents can get
the support they need. The number is 01753
944198 and will bestaffed on Monday to Friday
from 9am-dpm. The call centre i for residents
whoare isolated and lonely or at high risk.
People wishing to offer theirsupport as
volunteers can do so on thelink above.

If people wantto help but areunable to give their
time there is the option to donate funds on the
Sloughcvs.org website which will go directly to
helping people in theborough.
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Implementing protective measures in education and childcare settings. 

Coronavirus Health and Safety Checklist

This checklist has been developed in conjunction with Implementing Protective Measures in Education and Childcare Settings.

 https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-implementing-protective-measures-in-education-and-childcare-settings/coronavirus-covid-19-implementing-protective-measures-in-education-and-childcare-settings

Schools should only welcome pupils back if they are able to follow all of the control measures that are proportionate to the number of staff and pupils in the building. 

		

Buildings 



		



		Measures to take

· Have you completed your FLASH audit and returned to Corporate Health & Safety to ensure all your statutory compliance checks have been completed and the building is safe to open



· [bookmark: _Hlk40434135]Have you consulted Property Services or your own water treatment contractor and received your own risk assessment with a course of action



· Reviewed fire alarm procedures, for example assembly points.  Staff are trained in fire procedures.



		



		

Planning for return to school





		Measures to take

· identified how many pupils will return to school



· identified and made arrangements for children who are shielding



· planned the content and timing of communication to parents



· do you have enough classrooms and teachers if not do children need go to other local schools



· Early years – consider the impact of staff availability and their qualification levels on staff to child ratios and on other relevant provisions in the statutory framework for the EYFS.



· Early years – have you referred to early years foundation stage framework 2 to continue to provide an environment that invites learning across all 7 areas as far as is practicable during this time.



· Early years – considered how to encourage children to learn and practise these habits through games, songs and repetition. 



Useful resources Professional association for children and early years (PACEY): supporting children in your setting (https://www.pacey.org.uk/working-in-childcare/spotlight-on/coronavirus/supporting-children-in-your-setting-coronavirus)



Dr Dog explains coronavirus (https://twinkl.co.uk/resource/dr-dog-ebook-eyfs-t-p-843)



Busy Bees: 2 metres apart activity (https://cdn-busybees.ams3.digitaloceanspaces.com/downloads/twoMetreActivity.pdf.



Our hand washing song (https://cdn-busybees.ams3.digitaloceanspaces.com/downloads/handWashingSongActivity.pdf)



Bright Horizons: Taking to Children about COVID-19 (https://www.brighthorizons.com/family-resources/talking-to-children-about-covid19)



· resume taking attendance registers and continuing to complete the online educational setting status form to provide daily updates on how many children and staff are in school



· planned how children of critical workers and vulnerable children will be accommodated alongside returning year groups and encourage attendance



· agreed what support is available for vulnerable and/or disadvantaged children



· agreed what safeguarding provision is needed in school to support returning children



· updated behaviour policies to reflect the new rules and routines



· work with your catering supplier to ensure meals are available for all children in school



· will breakfast clubs, lunch clubs and after school clubs be able to operate



· decided on the content and timing of staff communication



· options available if staffing levels can’t be maintained



· identified what staff can return to work



· agreed flexible working arrangements needed to support any changes to your usual patterns



· staff workload expectations agreed



· what staff training (either delivered remotely or in school) is needed to implement any changes the school plans make (e.g. risk management, curriculum, behaviour, safeguarding



· measures in place to check on staff well being



· planned the likely mental health, pastoral or wider wellbeing support for children returning to school (e.g. bereavement support) 



· identified and planning to support high needs groups, including children with SEND, vulnerable children and disadvantaged children https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-on-vulnerable-children-and-young-people)



· agreed the approach to any scheduled or ongoing building works



		



		

Class and Group sizes





		Measures to take



Early Years space management 

· Indoor space requirements – can you meet the following;

3.5 metres squared per child for children under 2 years

2.5 metres squared per child for 2 year olds

2.3 metres squared per child for children aged 3 to 5 years



 Do you have the staff to child ratios within Early Years Foundation Stage (refer to https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/early-years-foundation-stage-framework-2)



· Considered area dividers to keep children in different parts of the room



· Considered floor markings to help assist staff keeping groups apart



· Communal areas being managed to limit the amount of mixing between groups as much as possible



· Can you keep group sizes to a maximum of 8 children, while adhering to EYFS ratios (this is a preferred option) to ensure groups are as small as possible.  Or;



· Is there no more than 16 children in a group in early years settings.

 

· Primary schools can you split the classes in half with no more than 15 pupils per small group with one teacher (and, if needed, a teaching assistant)



· If there is a shortage of teachers do you have a teaching assistant to lead the group, working under the direction of a teacher



· Identified staff who cannot return to school at this point (for example, those who are extremely clinically vulnerable or those who are clinically vulnerable or living with someone who is extremely clinically vulnerable and stringent social distancing cannot be adhered to on site) and how they can work from home (e.g. supporting remote education) (https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-on-shielding-and-protecting-extremely-vulnerable-persons-from-covid-19)



· Identified children who have been classed as clinically extremely vulnerable due to pre-existing medical conditions who have been advised to shield.  And are supported at home as much as possible

Clinically vulnerable (but not clinically extremely vulnerable) people are those considered to be at a higher risk of severe illness from coronavirus. Parents should follow medical advice if their child is in this category.

Depending on medical advice these children should be identified and supported to be in school or learning at home depending on the medical advice.

(https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-on-shielding-and-protecting-extremely-vulnerable-persons-from-covid-19/covid-19-guidance-on-protecting-people-most-likely-to-get-unwell-from-coronavirus-shielding-young-persons-version)



· Agreed any flexible working arrangements needed to support any changes to your usual patterns (e.g. staggered start/end times)



· Vulnerable children and children of critical workers in other year groups should be also be spilt into small groups or no more than 15.



· Desks spaced as far apart as possible



· Secondary schools can you split apply class sizes which apply to primary school settings



· Rearrange classrooms and workshops with sitting positions 2 metres apart 



http://science.cleapss.org.uk/Resource-Info/GL345-Guidance-for-science-departments-returning-to-school-after-an-extended-period-of-closure.aspx



http://dt.cleapss.org.uk/Resource/GL344-Guidance-on-practical-work-in-a-partially-reopened-school-in-DT.aspx



· If there is a shortage of teachers do you have a teaching assistant to lead the group, working under the direction of a teacher



· Identify which parts of the school you’ll be using and close off unused parts, to reduce the amount of cleaning needed.



		



		

Timetable





		Measures to take

· Refresh timetable



· Decide which lessons or activities will be delivered



· Considered which lessons or classroom activities could take place outdoors



· Keep pupils at their desks, away from each other, for as much of the school day as you can, ideally 2 metres (3 steps apart) 



· Avoid group activities that require pupils to be in close contact with each other, such as;

Stagger assembly groups

Certain sports and playground games 



		



		Travel





		Measures to take

· Encourage parents and children and young people to walk or cycle to their education setting where possible



· Reduce travel any unnecessary travel on coaches, buses or public transport where possible 



· Stagger the beginning and end of the school day, so not all pupils enter and leave school at the same time using the same entrances and exits.



· Early years – some young children may be feeling anxious, work with parents and carers to consider how best to manage dropping off their children while maintaining physical distancing.



· Discourage parents picking up their children from gathering at the school gates



· Planned parents drop off and pick up protocols to minimise adult to adult contact



· [bookmark: _Hlk41483992]Have you considered how you will maintain your bubbles when children use the school transport system? We encourage you to look at which children share transport and keep those pupils in the same bubble (if same class). If this is not possible, pupils who usually share with other pupils will have to have separate transport. This does not apply to pupils that are from the same household – they can travel together even if they are in different bubbles. 



		



		

During the school day





		Measures to take

· Decided which lessons or activities can be delivered and are risk assessed in light of coronavirus 



· Children and young people are always in the same small groups  each day



· Different groups are not mixed during the days, or on subsequent days



· The same teacher(s) and other staff are assigned to each group and, as far as possible, these stay the same during the day and on subsequent days



· Secondary schools settings there will be some subject specialist rotation of staff 



· Can rooms be accessed directly from the outside



· Considered a one- way circulation, or place a divider down the middle of the corridor to keep groups apart as they move through the setting where spaces are accessed by corridors (ensure fire risk assessment has been reviewed to ensure fire exit routes have not been comprised) 



· Stagger break times to ensure that all children are not moving around the school at the same time to ensure that any corridors or circulation routes used have a limited numbers of pupils using them at any time



· Stagger lunch times so fewer children are eating in the same area at once; if this cannot be achieved, children should be brought their lunch to their classrooms



If parents are coming to school to pick up free school meals:



· Stagger pick-up times so they’re not all coming in at once



· If there’ll be a queue, set out 2-metre markers on the ground for them to stand on – use tapes or cones



· Make soap and water or alcohol-based hand sanitiser available to them as they pick up the meal



If you can, avoid letting parents into your school, consider whether you can deliver the meal packages or take them outside to parents.



· Do you have additional support in place for children and young people to support them understanding the safety measures e.g. routes round the school marked in braille or other meaningful symbols, and social stories to support them in understanding how to follow rules)



· Ensured toilets do not become crowded by limiting the number of children, young people, staff who use the toilet facilities at one time 



· Stagger drop off and collection times



· Secondary schools – have you considered remote education with some face to face support for students



· Cleaning regime in place to ensure play equipment used is appropriately cleaned between groups of children using it



· Multiple groups do not use play equipment simultaneously



· Removed soft furnishings e.g. pillows, bean bags and rugs, soft toys and toys that are hard to clean (those with intricate parts)



· Outdoor play equipment should not be used unless you can ensure it is appropriately cleaned between groups of children and young people using it, and that multiple groups do not use it simultaneously.  Ref to COVID 19 cleaning of non-health care settings (https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-decontamination-in-non-healthcare-settings)



· Can you use outside space for the following;



Exercise and breaks

For outdoor education



· Can you use halls, dining areas, internal and external sports facilities for lunch and exercise for half capacity.



· Can you limit the occupancy level for staff rooms and office staff



· If you have lifts within your school, restrict access to one person using at a time, giving priority to users with mobility needs.

 

· Limited the amount of shared resources that are taken home



· Limited the exchange of take home resources between children, young people and staff



· Can you prevent the sharing of stationary and other equipment where possible, if not materials and surfaces should be cleaned and disinfected more frequently



· Practical lessons – can equipment be cleaned thoroughly and the classroom or other learning environment is occupied by the same children or young people in one day, or properly cleaned between cohorts



· Risk assessment in place for those children who may not be able to understand the need for social distancing and may also seek close interaction with their peers or adults to provide reassurance at a period of disruption to their routines.  This should include limiting the number of children in each group and reducing this to provide more space in each classroom or learning area.



· Can staff meetings and training sessions be carried out virtually



· Contractors and visitors, do you have this in place;

· guidance detailing social distancing and hygiene in place and explained to them on or before arrival with signage, visual aids and before arrival for example by phone, website or by email



· Limiting the number of visitors at any one time



· Limiting visitor times to a specific time window and restricting access to required visitors only



· Reviewed entry and exit routes to minimise contact with other people



· Determining if schedules for essential services and contractor visits can be revised to reduce interaction and overlap between people for example, carrying out services at night.



· Revising visitor arrangements to ensure social distancing and hygiene e.g. cleaning pens, screens when signing in if they are being shared



· Consider instances where other suppliers and contractors may be in the setting, for example cleaners and site maintenance and how physical distancing and hygiene measures will be put in place and communicated.



· Consider a monitoring system and contingency plan to minimise the impact of shortages of supplies and workforce.

		



		

Protection and control of infections





		Measures to take

· Staff and children who are unwell and have coronavirus symptoms, or who have someone in their household, does not attend your setting



· Make sure everyone is washing their hands with soap and water for at least 20 seconds across the school day (https://www.gov.uk/guidance/coronavirus-covid-19-information-for-the-public) , particularly;



· After coming into school



· Before and after handling or eating food 



· After sneezing or coughing



· After going to the toilet



· Before and after staff hand out food packages, if that’s how you’re organising free school meals



· Alcohol hand rub or sanitiser available if a sink is not nearby



· Pupils and staff use tissues to catch sneezes and coughs and binning them afterwards, or using their elbow if they don’t have a tissue available and hands washed after binning tissue



· Encouraged not to touch their mouth, eyes and nose



· Help is available for children and young people who have trouble cleaning their hands independently



· Have you considered the use of paper towels rather than using hand dryers? This is a recommendation. 



· Encourage young children to learn and practise these habits through games, songs and repetition



· Bins for tissues are emptied throughout the day



· Ability to prop doors open, where safe to do so (bearing in mind fire safety and safeguarding) to limit use of door handles and aid ventilation



· When possible, open windows to increase air flow and ventilation



		



		Personal Protective Equipment





		Measures to take



Wearing a face covering of face mask in schools or other education settings is not recommended.  



The majority of staff in education settings will not require PPE beyond what they would normally need for their work, even if they are not always able to maintain a distance of 2 metres from others.  PPE is only needed in a very small number of cases including:



· Children, young people and students whose care routinely already involves the use of PPE due to their intimate care, changing nappies and caring for babies should continue to receive their care in the same way, provided the child is not showing symptoms of coronavirus.  This includes continuing to use the PPE you would normally wear in these situations, for example aprons and gloves.



· If a child is shows symptoms, they should not attend a childcare setting and should be at home.



Please see the Flowchart 038A PPE - Educational Setting to determine the PPE you will require;;



· Can use your local supply chain to obtain PPE



· Where this is not possible, Slough Borough Council are able to support our schools who need assistance in the provision of PPE in order to operate safely. You may approach the Council on PPE@slough.gov.uk   for supplies (refer to Flowchart 038A PPE Educational Settings). PPE costs will be charged at cost.



· When wearing PPE, ensure staff adhere to correct procedures on putting on and taking off PPE. Photo instructions found here:
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-personal-protective-equipment-use-for-non-aerosol-generating-procedures 



· Used PPE and any other waste generated from the care of a possible or confirmed COVID-19 case should be disposed of in double sealed plastic waste bags, stored in a secure place for 72 hours, then put into normal waste collection service. PPE used when in contact with non-symptomatic pupils should be disposed of immediately in your clinical waste prvisions. 



		



		

General Safety 





		Measures to take



· Do you have enough first aiders 



· Will you have enough fire wardens



· Fire drills to be conducted to ensure social distancing at assembly point



· Updated all risk assessments and procedures to reflect the new measures and communicated these to staff



· Identified medication requirements for pupils, checked medication is in date and ensured if it is available



· Work on school being conducted and managed. Can it be delayed or carried out, out of hours?



		



		

Member of staff or child becomes unwell





		Measures to take

· If anyone becomes unwell with a new, continuous cough or a high temperature they must be sent home and advised to follow the COVID-19: guidance for households with possible coronavirus infection guidance 

(https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance)



· Settings do not need to take children’s temperatures every morning or throughout the day.  Public Health England’s guidance is that routine testing of an individual’s temperature is not a reliable method of identifying coronavirus.  



· Identified a room for a sick child until parents come to collect them, ideally with:



· A door you can close



· A window you can open for ventilation



· A separate bathroom that can use (either attached to the room or nearby)



· The bathroom should be cleaned and disinfected using standard cleaning products before being used by anyone else.



· PPE should be worn by staff caring for the child while they await collection if a distance of 2 metres cannot be maintained (such as for a very young child or a child with complex needs)  Refer to PPE Flowchart 038A Educational Settings



· Call 999 if they are seriously ill or injured or their life is at risk.  Do not visit the GP, pharmacy, urgent care centre or a hospital



Make sure staff in school know that they should:

· Move pupils to this room if they are sick



· Wash their hands for 20 seconds after making contact with the ill pupil



Make sure you know:

· How to get in touch with the parents of children at school if they need to pick their child up



· If you need to contact social workers if the pupil is a vulnerable child

		



		What happens if there is a confirmed case of coronavirus





		Measures to take 

When a child, young person or staff member develops symptoms compatible with coronavirus, they should be sent home and advised to self-isolate for 7 days.  Their fellow household members should self isolate for 14 days.



All staff and students who are attending an education or childcare setting will have access to a test if they display symptoms of coronavirus, and are encouraged to get tested.  https://www.gov.uk/guidance/coronavirus-covid-19-getting-tested 



		



		

Child, young person or staff member tests negative





		Measures to take

· Child, young person or staff member can return to school and their fellow household members can end their self isolation.



		



		

Child, young person or staff member tests positive 





		Measures to take



· The rest of their class or group within the education setting should be sent home and advised to self-isolate for 14 days.



· The other household members of that wider class or group do not need to self isolate unless the child, young person or staff member they live with in that group subsequently develops symptoms.



· Refer to Cleaning if there’s been a suspected case in school (below)



		



		Daily Cleaning





		Measures to take

Have you got standard cleaning products such as detergents and bleach to disinfect touched objects and surfaces including;



· Classroom desks and tables



· Bathroom facilities (including taps and flush buttons)



· Food preparation areas



· Dining areas     



· Table coverings



· Door and window handles



· Furniture



· Light switches



· Reception desks



· Teaching and learning aids



· Computer equipment (including keyboards and mouse)



· Sports equipment



· Toys



· Books



· Telephones



· Fingerprint scanners



· Can you remove rubbish daily and dispose of it safely



· Laundered items e.g. towels, flannels and bedding is washed in line with guidance on cleaning in non-healthcare settings https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-decontamination-in-non-healthcare-settings

		



		

Cleaning if there’s been a suspected case in school





		Measures to take

Clean and disinfect surfaces the person has come into contact with, including;



· Objects which are visibly contaminated with body fluids



· All potentially contaminated high-contact areas (e.g. bathrooms, door handles, telephones, grab-rails in corridors and stairwells)



When cleaning hard surfaces and sanitary fittings, use either:



· Disposable cloths, or



· Paper rolls and disposable mop heads



When cleaning and disinfecting, use either:

· A combined detergent/disinfectant solution at a dilution of 1,000 parts per million available chlorine



· A household detergent, followed by a disinfectant with the same solution as above

· An alternative disinfectant used in school, check and ensure it is effective against enveloped viruses



· Avoid creating splashes and spray when cleaning 



Can make sure all cleaning staff:



· Wear disposable gloves and apron



· Wash their hands with soap and water once they remove their gloves and apron



If there’s a higher level of contamination (e.g. the individual has slept somewhere) or there’s visible contamination with body fluids, you might need to provide cleaning staff with a surgical mask or full face visor.  Contact the Corporate Health and Safety Team for advice.

· Wash any possibly contaminated fabric items, like curtains and beddings, in a washing machine.  



· Clean and disinfect anything used for transporting these items with standard cleaning products.



· Launder any possibly contaminated items on the hottest temperature the fabric will tolerate.



· If items can’t be cleaned using detergents or laundering (e.g. upholstered furniture), use steam cleaning.



· Dispose of any items that are heavily soiled or contaminated with bodily fluids.



· Keep any waste from possible cases and cleaning of those areas (e.g. tissues, disposable cloths and mop heads) in a plastic rubbish bag and tie when full.



· Place these bags in a suitable and secure place away from children and mark from storage. 

Wait until you know the test results to take the waste out of storage.



· If the individual tests negative, put the bags in with the normal waste.



· If the individual tests positive, then you’ll need a safe and secure place (away from children) where you can store waste for 72 hours.



If you don’t have a secure place, you’ll need to arrange a collection for ‘category B’ infectious waste from either your:

· Local waste collection authority (if they currently collect your waste)



· Or, by specialist clinical waste contractor
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PPE - Educational Setting

FLOWCHART 038 A

Is the pupil or individual showing signs of COVID-191.

NO

YES

Does the pupil’s care routinely already involve the use of PPE due to their intimate care needs?



YES

NO

Follow Implementing protective measures guidance. PPE not needed.



Is contact with them necessary?



NO

No PPE required

YES

PPE required:

PPE you regularly use e.g. gloves and aprons.

Can they be immediately sent home and advised to follow the staying at home guidance?



YES

Send home. PPE not recommended.



NO

















Key Principles:

· Wash your hands for at least 20 seconds (or use alcohol gel that is 60% or above if hand washing facilities are not available) before and after every contact and every use of PPE.

· PPE use in an educational setting is likely to be an extremely rare event, and therefore should be single use only.

· PPE only provides protection if used appropriately - make sure you know how to put on and take off PPE safely. instructions found here.

· Used PPE and any other waste generated from the care of a possible or confirmed COVID-19 case should be disposed of in double sealed plastic waste bags, stored in a secure place for 72 hours, then put into normal waste collection service. PPE used when in contact with non-symptomatic pupils should be disposed of immediately in your clinical waste provisions.





Isolate pupil. Separate toilet if possible (thorough cleaning before it is used by anyone else).

And if close contact required before they can go home later in the day then in the meantime:

PPE required:

Disposable gloves
Disposable apron
Fluid-repellent surgical mask
Face/eye protection if needed 2















Key:
1. A possible or confirmed COVID-19 case is someone who has developed a new continuous cough and/or high temperature in the last 7 days, even if those symptoms have now disappeared, OR a household contact of someone who developed those symptoms in the last 14 days, regardless of how they are feeling.
2. The need for eye protection should be assessed based on the type of care being administered and the characteristics of the person being cared for. Procedures which have the potential to generate splashes of bodily fluids require eye protection can be found here https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/wuhan-novel-coronavirus-infection-prevention-and-control
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