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Advocates of outdoor play 

The Slough Early Years sector are passionate advocates of outdoor play and recognise there is a no more important time to facilitate learning outside than today.

Outdoor learning is a wonderful opportunity for all children to experience something outside their normal routine. ‘Outdoor environments fulfil children’s basic needs for freedom, adventure, experimentation, risk-taking, and just being children.’ (Greenman,1993).

Children have spent less time outside in recent months. During the pandemic, some children have had very little time playing and learning outside. Parents may have been worried or not willing to take their children out; concerned they may become infected by the Corona virus. In a recent article by a renowned psychologist, boys have been particularly affected by the lockdown, more so than girls (Stephen Biddulph -The Times Friday April 17 2020)

Considering why we had a lockdown, being healthy is even more important. Settings and schools who work with young children in early years know how quickly bacteria and viruses can spread in these close indoor environments. We can reduce the spread of infection through lots of fresh air. ‘Outdoor play enables the infectious agents to spread out and be dissipated; it also enables children to get fresh air and exercise and be less constrained than they are in the classroom (Aronson, 2002)

Other positive reasons include:
•Natural daylight improves vitamin D production 
•Daily sunlight can reduce short sightedness 
•Releasing the serotonin in the brain that makes you feel good and helps with positive moods.
•Strengthening the body’s immune system.
•Helping children get a good nights sleep.
•Having a good impact on strengthening young muscle and bone.
•Improved emotional well-being, allowing children to socialise and communicate well.

The government is very clear about children being outdoors to learn and be healthy, which supports children’s emotional and physical well-being.

Settings should maximise use of private outdoor space. Childminders and early years providers may take small groups of children to outdoor public spaces, for example parks, provided that a risk assessment demonstrates that they can stay 2 metres away from other people at all times. This should be restricted to small groups and should be done in line with wider government guidelines on the number of people who can meet in outdoor public places. Providers should not take larger groups of children to public outdoor spaces at one time.            
The importance of outdoor learning 
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Slough Parent/Carer Information and Advice Sessions
They say a problem shared is a problem halved
In light of the current situation we have reviewed our parent drop on sessions. 
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Our plans for the autumn
On 17 March, all routine inspections of schools, further education, early years and social care providers were suspended. Urgent inspections where specific concerns have been raised are still going ahead. This allows us to prioritise the immediate safety of children where necessary. As far as we are able, we are continuing our important regulatory work.
We have now announced our plans for autumn. Routine inspections will remain suspended, but we are planning a programme of visits to education and social care providers.
We are in daily contact with the Department for Education (DfE) to discuss the COVID-19 outbreak and its impact across education and social care.
Inspection reports and management information
During this period, we paused publishing some reports from recent inspections. After requests from a number of schools, further education providers and early years providers to publish their reports, we wrote to all providers with unpublished inspection reports to ask whether they would like their reports to be published. We have published the reports for providers that asked for this.
We have decided to publish before the summer holidays the inspection reports that are not yet published. It is important that learners, parents and carers have access to the most recent inspection information about providers when they make decisions about their future or their children’s future. To delay publication any longer would not be in the public interest. We contacted affected providers beforehand to confirm this and are now publishing these reports.
We also continue to publish statistics and transparency information. We paused publishing some management information in April, but we will gradually re-start when additional inspection reports have been published.
Regulatory activity and urgent monitoring visits
This section applies only to:
· early years and childcare providers
· children’s social care providers that we inspect under the social care common inspection framework (SCCIF) 

We have suspended all routine inspections. We continue our important regulatory work to help maintain social care (SC) provision for the most vulnerable children, and the registration of vital early years (EY) services. This includes reviewing notifications from providers and other information we receive.

We have temporarily adjusted our regulatory and inspection activity to focus on:
· provision that causes us concern
· the need to register new provision
· expansion to existing provision

We will act proportionately as an intelligent, focused and responsible regulator and inspectorate, consciously working to minimise the burdens on providers. We are focusing our work on the safeguarding and welfare of children and on identifying and addressing any major failures of leadership and management.

Although routine inspections are suspended, there may still be specific circumstances when we need to visit a children’s home or other children’s social care or childcare provider to be assured that children are not at risk of harm. We are calling these ‘urgent monitoring visits’ during this time.
You should read this guidance alongside our usual registration and compliance procedures and policies. We will follow them as far as is reasonably practicable in the circumstances.
Deciding whether regulatory action is needed
We want to ensure that decisions are made consistently and as safely as possible. Therefore, we are reviewing certain decisions through a central panel that covers both children’s social care and early years.
This applies to regional decisions about the need for any regulatory action against an early years or social care provider that may reduce capacity in the system (for example, restrictions of accommodation, refusals to register, the cancellation or suspension of any registration, and the refusal to lift a suspension)
Off-site activity
We will decide what needs to be done on or off site on a case-by-case basis, considering the lines of enquiry and the apparent level of risk.
We will carry out as much of our activity as possible off site, including when we:
· have identified a service as high risk or of concern based on information available to us
· are monitoring services that were judged inadequate
· are deciding whether to take enforcement action, such as issuing compliance or enforcement notices, suspending or cancelling a registration or restricting accommodation at a children’s home
· are checking provider’s compliance with welfare requirement notices (EY) or compliance notices (SC)
· are monitoring compliance with suspension (EY and SC) or restrictions of accommodation (SC only)
· are considering a variation request (SC only)
· are deciding whether we can lift, or should renew, suspensions (EY and SC) and restrictions of accommodation (SC only)

To carry out off-site activity, the inspector will usually contact the provider by telephone but may use email or letter.
The inspector may request that the provider shares electronically as much relevant evidence as possible to help the inspector. This evidence will vary according to the nature of the case and whether it is EY or SC, but may include:
· photographs of premises such as repairs and decoration (and/or having a tour of the building through a video call)
· safety certificates
· confirmation of building works, such as invoices
· updated policies
· updated action plans
· staffing lists to confirm that the provider has enough staff to re-open
· staff training records and/or a careful risk assessment and plan for training (including e-learning, given the current circumstances)
Urgent monitoring visits to social care providers
On-site visits to early years and childcare providers
We will only make on-site visits after we have considered evidence from off-site activity, for example if off-site activity has raised concerns and there is insufficient evidence that allows us to decide that children are safe.

Inspectors will plan the visit to ensure that they are on site for the minimum amount of time. In announced visits, they will agree in advance with the registered provider what activity they will carry out.

After any off-site activity or on-site visits
After carrying out off- or on-site activity, we will usually arrange a case review to decide what further action to take (if any). This may include a decision to go on site.

After our on-site visits or off-site activity, we may publish an outcome summary of any action we take or ask a provider to take in order to meet legal requirements at this time, if appropriate.

We will take a proportionate approach that recognises the actions a provider may need to take to provide urgent childcare for children of critical workers and vulnerable children, while keeping children safe.

Early years and childcare
All routine inspections are suspended. We have announced our plans for autumn, when we are planning a programme of visits to education providers, including early years settings.
Since 1 June, early years and childcare settings have returned to wider opening for all children, as well as vulnerable children and children of critical workers. The DfE released guidance on protective measures. It also confirmed that if childminders are not providing care for vulnerable children or children of critical workers, they can provide care for children from ‘one household’. This will help with the central government plans as more people return to work.

Letting us know if you are opening or temporarily closing
We have been working with the DfE and local authorities to find out which early years providers, including childminders, are currently open or temporarily closed. This is to help find out if there is sufficient and accessible childcare available in the coming weeks and to help support vulnerable children as best we can.

We still need further information about whether some providers are open or closed. We may contact you via email in the coming weeks to ask you about your setting and plans for the future. Please check that this email comes from an @ofsted.gov.uk address before responding as soon as you can.
If your operating circumstances do change (you open or close), notify us by sending an email to enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk with ‘Change in operating hours’ in the subject field. In the body of the email, please confirm the unique reference number for each setting and the details of the change. You can find your URN on your registration, your inspection report(s), and on your Ofsted reports page.

Registration visits
On 8 June 2020, we started to return to on-site registration visits. Individuals who have an application that is at the ‘ready for a visit’ stage will soon receive a telephone call from Ofsted to see if we can arrange a visit.

Applicants reserve the right to withdraw their application, or put their application on hold.

Fast-track application process
To support local authorities and registered early years and childcare settings, we have put in place temporary arrangements that allow us to fast-track applications and requests from existing providers only to operate provision in a different way or to set up additional premises.

Contact your local authority for further information on this.
Resigning registrations

You should tell us if you are resigning your registration. To do this, email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk from your email address that we have on your registration and include your unique reference number (URN). You can find your URN on your registration, your inspection report(s), and on your setting’s Ofsted reports page.

First aid certificates
If your paediatric first aid certificate is due to expire, the Health and Safety Executive has announced a final deadline of 30 September 2020 for re-qualification of first aid requirements, which applies to certificates expiring on or after 16 March 2020.

The DfE has updated its guidance around early years foundation stage (EYFS) disapplications to state that providers, if asked to do so, should be able to explain why the first-aider has not been able to requalify and demonstrate what steps have taken to access the training. Employers or certificate holders must do their best to arrange requalification training at the earliest opportunity.

Regulation and inspection of early years providers as they return to providing care for all children
Since 1 June, early years and childcare settings have returned to wider opening for all children, as well as vulnerable children and children of critical workers.
At the moment, much of what we do in our role at Ofsted will stay the same, but some things will be different in order to support providers with the current context.
The early years foundation stage statutory framework requirements
The DfE has provided temporary flexibility in meeting some requirements of the early years foundation stage (EYFS) statutory framework. 

This includes those around:
· ratios and qualifications of staff
· paediatric first aid certificates
· learning and development and the progress check at age 2

This temporary legislation has been passed in parliament. All other current requirements in the framework continue to apply.

The DfE expects these reduced requirements to remain in place until at least 25 September 2020. It is regularly reviewing this date.

Therefore, during this time, we will not penalise any providers if they cannot fully meet the requirements due to the current protective measures. But providers should take all reasonable steps to meet the existing learning and development requirements where possible, given the benefits to children in having a broad range of educational opportunities.

Routine inspections
Routine inspections, which report on the quality of education that children in the EYFS receive while attending an early years or childcare provider, remain suspended.

However, we continue to take action against providers and intervene when we have evidence that they are not meeting any of the other requirements that continue to apply, for example in keeping children safe and healthy. We continue to have a role in ensuring that these are met.

Information for parents of children in early years provision during this time
You can find information about Ofsted’s role in regulating childcare.

If you have concerns about your child’s early years or childcare provider, you should still try to resolve these directly with the provider in the first instance, as is the case in normal times. You should only inform us if you remain dissatisfied with the provider’s response, or if you have a serious concern about children’s safety and well-being.

During this time, your concerns may be about protective measures that the early years provider should implement. The DfE has guidance on implementing protective measures, which covers issues such as:
· social distancing
· PPE equipment for staff
· staff or children showing symptoms

As in normal circumstances, we have no power to get involved with contractual issues, such as disputes about fees and operating hours. It is up to providers how they charge for their services and the hours that children can attend for. The DfE’s frequently asked questions about funding issues may be helpful.





early years and childcare providers
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Slough Parent/Carer Information and Advice Sessions
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They say a problem shared is a problem halved.
In light of the current situation we have reviewed our parent drop on sessions and would like to offer these remotely via phone calls made to you by our trained family support staff.
We can help by offering a listening ear, friendly advice, or signposting to other services in the area that may be able to help you further.

We have appointments available on the following days:
	July
	August

	Tuesday 14 July 12.30-2.30pm
Wednesday 15 July 12.30-2.30pm
Thursday 16 July 9.30-11.30am
Tuesday 21 July 12.30-2.30pm

	Tuesday 4 August 9.30-11.30am
Wednesday 5 August 9.30-11.30am
Thursday 6 August 12.30-2.30pm
Tuesday 18 August 12.30-3.30pm 




If you would like to speak to someone please email your name, contact number, ages of children and a brief outline of the difficulties to Aneesa Younus  at  aneesa.younus@slough.gov.uk  and she will book you into your preferred session date and time and someone to call you to talk through the problems you are experiencing.
[image: ]Family Fund

In May the government announced that they were identifying £37.3 million of direct support in 2020 – 21 to the Family Fund for SEND children in England.
The support is partly in response to COVID 19 pandemic. Families can apply to the Family Fund for a grant for items to support their SEND child/ren such as:- washing machines, computers,  educational toys and specialist equipment, there is a definitive list of what can be applied for on the Family Fund website https://www.familyfund.org.uk/Pages/Category/using-your-grant 

Families can complete an application online, with a separate form for each additional child,  and there is a video to support them. https://www.familyfund.org.uk/FAQs/how-do-they-apply 
To make an application there is a suitability criteria, again the Family Fund have included a video to help make this information more accessible to families https://www.familyfund.org.uk/FAQs/our-disability-criteria 
In summary, they are:
· A permanent resident in England, Northern Ireland, Scotland and Wales.
· Have current legal residency in the UK and have lived in the UK for 6 months, be eligible to work and apply for funds.
· A parent or carer of a disabled or seriously ill child or young person aged 17 and under who lives at home.
· Eligible for and can send evidence of one of the following: tax credits or benefits – Universal credit, Child tax credit, working tax credit, Income based jobseekers allowance, Incapacity benefit, Employment support allowance, Housing benefit, Pension credit.
· Asking for a grant related to the needs of their child, children or young person.

You can fund out more information about Family Fund here: https://www.familyfund.org.uk/ 
Read the government press release here: https://bit.ly/2ygnv39 
 CPD, Training and qualifications



Windsor Forest College 
Windsor Forest  College are recruiting for the following Part time course due to start in September :-

Leve1 Award in Introduction in Early Years – 11 weeks ( 1 day per week)    Entry requirement  E3 English

Level 2 Certificate In Supporting Teaching and Learning in Schools – 37 weeks( 1 day per week in college, 1 day in placement)  Entry requirements Level 1 maths /English 

Level 2 Diploma for the Early Years Practitioner – 37 weeks – ( 1 day per week in college, 1 day in placement)  Entry requirements Level 1 maths /English 

Higher Education courses at Windsor Forest College
We would like to introduce you to the Higher Education courses that we deliver for practitioners, teaching assistants, staff who are teaching or working with children and young people in the care and education sector.

The Foundation Degrees that we offer at our Langley campus are:

Foundation Degree in Children’s Development and Learning, through the University of Reading (suitable for anyone working with children aged between 0 – 11years).
 
Foundation Degree in Working with Children and Young People, through the University of West London (suitable for anyone working with children and young people aged between 0 – 25years).
 
These are aimed at practitioners who hold a Level 3 qualification, and who are ready for the next stage of their professional development, and the completion of the Foundation Degree can then lead to a third year ‘top-up’ to a full BA Honours Degree, either here at The Windsor Forest Colleges Group (Langley Campus), or at a University of your choice.
 
If you think one or more of your staff may be interested in any of these courses, could you please forward this information on to them, so that they can make enquiries with us, if they wish to further their qualifications in the children's workforce.

https://www.windsor-forest.ac.uk/ 







NDNA
Supporting Staff Well-being and Resilience – LVC
Strategies for nursery managers to improve the emotional intelligence and well-being of your team. 

Course details
This Live Virtual Classroom training consists of 4 x 90 minute modules that will be delivered 1 module at a time. The course will be completed over a period of 2 weeks with a gap task between each module.
https://www.ndna.org.uk/NDNA/Events/Event_Display.aspx?EventKey=210720LSSW 
	PACEY


Are you considering a career change? Do you like working with children? Why not consider becoming a childminder?
Knowing how difficult the last few months have been, and how challenging the months ahead are going to be, we’re offering 20% off our HBCA Childminding Qualification throughout July in partnership with The Childcare Company. Don't forget, the course also comes with 3 months free PACEY membership. 

Once you complete the course, you'll also be able to get a free childminders essentials pack (worth £89.99) when you sign up for your first discounted 12-month PACEY membership. 
You can find out more and apply here - www.pacey.org.uk/hbca


ACEs
Introduction to Adverse Childhood Experiences  - Early Trauma Online Learning
You will be able to identify adverse experiences that can impact on a child's development and their response to stress, understand the importance of healthy brain development in a child’s early years and the impacts of toxic stress, understand that experiencing adversity in childhood can have a significant impact over a person’s life course resulting in ill health, poor wellbeing and in some cases premature death. You will be able to identify a range of social and community impacts resulting from ACEs, give key examples of ‘Protective Factors’ that can help prevent ACEs and different strategies that can help build resilience. You will understand what it means to look at adverse childhood experiences through a ‘trauma informed lens’. You will understand how building resilience can help mitigate the impact of ACEs.
https://www.acesonlinelearning.com/ 


nsering your questions


Sand Pits: Planning guide for early years and childcare settings


Planning what children should learn and how to adapt the EYFS
The priorities at this time are helping young children to adapt to their new routines and supporting children to settle back into the setting, especially where there have been staffing changes. Continuing to support their early language and communication skills is essential. Children who have had limited opportunities for exercise should be encouraged to exert themselves physically.

Plan how children can learn in age-appropriate ways about how they can keep themselves safe, including regular handwashing and using tissues. Consider how to encourage children to learn and practise these habits through games, songs and repetition.

Consider new approaches that will need to be taken to minimise the sharing of resources between groups, for example for painting, sticking, cutting and outdoor construction activities, which should be thoroughly cleaned before and after use by different groups. Malleable resources, such as play dough, should not be shared between groups and public health advice is that, as sand pits cannot be thoroughly cleaned between uses, they should not be used at this time. Consider how resources can be used safely and in which circumstances and which items it might be more practical to remove during this time.

Plan how outdoor space, where available, can be used as much as possible. Consider how all groups of children can be given equal opportunities for outdoor learning, while ensuring outdoor equipment and toys are appropriately cleaned between being used by different groups.

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/preparing-for-the-wider-opening-of-early-years-and-childcare-settings-from-1-june/planning-guide-for-early-years-and-childcare-settings 

Water Play: Consider ‘running water’ activities, particularly outside such as water toys, sprays and individual water play such as painting with water using individual buckets and brushes or use of a small tray (one child only use) that is tipped away and disinfected between use. All resources must cleaned after individual use in line with guidance.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Use of other sensory materials should be one child use only i.e individual play dough kept in labelled bags

Sector Updates
Government Updates




Case studies on plans for schools opening to all children in autumn
United Learning has worked with a range of schools to publish some useful case studies on how they're planning to re-open in the autumn term. 

These case studies draw on examples from head teachers as to how they will implement the Department’s guidance for the return to school in September.

The guidance for the full opening of schools, early years and colleges can be found here: 
	· Full opening of schools from the start of the autumn term 
· Actions for early years and childcare providers during the coronavirus (COVID-19) outbreak
· Full opening of special schools and other specialist settings from the start of the autumn term
· What further education colleges and providers will need to do from the start of the 2020 autumn term 
· What parents and carers need to know about early years providers, schools and colleges in the autumn term 
· Re-opening buildings and campuses for higher education (HE)


PE and Sport Premium funding for schools
The Secretary of State for Education, Gavin Williamson, announced yesterday that schools in England will benefit from £320 million from the PE and Sport Premium during the academic year 2020-21. The PE and Sport Premium is designed to help children get an active start in life, supporting primary schools to improve the quality of their PE and sport provision so that pupils experience the benefits of regular exercise – from becoming healthier both mentally and physically, to improved behaviour and better academic achievement.
We have also confirmed that any PE and Sport Premium funding from the current academic year (2019-20) that schools were unable to use as a result of the coronavirus (COVID-19) outbreak can be brought forward to use in the next academic year, giving head teachers an opportunity to develop or add to their existing provision, or to make improvements that will benefit pupils joining the school in future years.

Covid Summer Food Fund
The Covid Summer Food Fund will enable children who are eligible for benefits-related free school meals (FSM) to be supported over the summer holiday period. All vouchers for the summer holidays must be ordered at least one week before your school’s summer term ends. The costs will be met centrally by the Department for Education.
Please read the guidance in full before ordering to ensure your orders are processed correctly.

Extension to the Breakfast Clubs programme
We confirmed on Friday that the charity coordinators of the National Breakfast Club Programme, Family Action and Magic Breakfast, will work closely with schools in disadvantaged areas so that the children most in need can continue to get a healthy breakfast in July and August.

Children from more than 1,800 schools in England who are currently part of our Breakfast Clubs programme will now be offered healthy breakfasts over the summer. The extension of the Breakfast Clubs programme will help to support families on low incomes who, as a result of the coronavirus (COVID-19) outbreak, may be finding it hard to provide healthy food for their children outside of the school term.

Changes to the law on education, health and care needs assessments and plans due to coronavirus (COVID-19) 
Guidance on temporary changes to special educational needs and disability legislation during the coronavirus (COVID-19) outbreak. 6 July 2020 Guidance updated to reflect announcement on 2 July that, unless the evidence changes, we will not be issuing further national notices to modify section 42 of the Children and Families Act 2014. https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/changes-to-the-law-on-education-health-and-care-needs-assessments-and-plans-due-to-coronavirus?utm_source=ec51ee6a-d61e-43b1-a50a-f2e1442484a4&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications&utm_content=immediate#history 

Pacey: NEWS: Ofsted inspections in England to fully resume from January 2021
*Updated 6 July 2020 with additional autumn term information*
Ofsted have confirmed in the latest guidance for early years settings that routine inspections for registered early years provision in England will restart from January 2021. By this time, it is expected that the EYFS will be reinstated fully. The timing of routine inspections resuming will continue to be kept under review.

While routine inspections are due to start in January 2021, Ofsted are continuing to take action against providers and intervene when there is evidence that they are not meeting any of the other requirements that continue to apply, for example in keeping children safe and healthy. Ofsted are continuing to have a role in ensuring that these are met.

As announced on the 8 June, on-site registration visits have resumed. Individuals who have an application that is at the ‘ready for a visit’ stage will receive a telephone call from Ofsted to arrange a visit.

In the autumn term, Ofsted will be gathering insight on how schools and other providers are bringing children back into formal education after such a long time away. To be able to monitor progress and regulatory standards, inspectors will commence some regulatory activity and be making visits to those who have been judged ‘inadequate’ or ‘requires improvement’ and have associated actions to fulfil as well as a wider sample. Inspectors will look at what progress leaders and managers have made to meet actions set at the last inspection and how they are improving their practice. These visits will not result in a judgement. However, Ofsted will publish a short summary to confirm what it found during the visit.
Find more support on the Coronavirus spotlight.
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Advocates of outdoor play





The Slough Early Years Service has produced this guide with contributions from Children’s Centres and other early years experts to support you and your child during the Covid-19 lockdown period and as we move out of lock down into recovery and beyond.



Outdoor Learning
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The Slough Early Years sector are passionate advocates of outdoor play and recognise there is a no more important time to facilitate learning outside than today.



Outdoor learning is a wonderful opportunity for all children to experience something outside their normal routine. ‘Outdoor environments fulfil children’s basic needs for freedom, adventure, experimentation, risk-taking, and just being children.’ (Greenman,1993).



Children have spent less time outside in recent months. During the pandemic, some children have had very little time playing and learning outside. Parents may have been worried or not willing to take their children out; concerned they may become infected by the Corona virus. In a recent article by a renowned psychologist, boys have been particularly affected by the lockdown, more so than girls (Stephen Biddulph -The Times Friday April 17 2020)
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Considering why we had a lockdown, being healthy is even more important. Settings and schools who work with young children in early years know how quickly bacteria and viruses can spread in these close indoor environments. We can reduce the spread of infection through lots of fresh air. ‘Outdoor play enables the infectious agents to spread out and be dissipated; it also enables children to get fresh air and exercise and be less constrained than they are in the classroom (Aronson, 2002) 

Other positive reasons include:



· Natural daylight improves vitamin D production 

· Daily sunlight can reduce short sightedness 

· Releasing the serotonin in the brain that makes you feel good and helps with positive moods.

· Strengthening the body’s immune system.

· Helping children get a good nights sleep.

· Having a good impact on strengthening young muscle and bone.

· Improved emotional well-being, allowing children to socialise and communicate well.



The government is very clear about children being outdoors to learn and be healthy, which supports children’s emotional and physical well-being.



It’s important to keep active at home

Young children should be active for at least 3 hours a day. https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/exercise/physical-activity-guidelines-children-under-five-years



It’s really important for children to have space to move, be very active and to get some fresh air every day. If you do not have a garden, take children outside to a local park to exercise remaining a safe distance from other users.https://www.gov.uk/guidance/help-children-aged-2-to-4-to-learn-at-home-during-coronavirus-covid-19



When children return to their early years setting l practitioners should:

‘Plan how outdoor space, where available, can be used as much as possible. Consider how all groups of children can be given equal opportunities for outdoor learning’ https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/preparing-for-the-wider-opening-of-early-years-and-childcare-settings-from-1-june/planning-guide-for-early-years-and-childcare-settings









For Practitioners and parents







The Characteristics of effective learning are an integral part of the early years play based curriculum



Playing and exploring – be willing to have a go, playing with what they know, initiating activities and finding out about how things work.



Active learning – shows concentration, enjoys achieving in what they set out to do and being resilient as they keep trying to complete what they set out to do.



Creating and thinking critically – having their own ideas, choosing ways to do things for themselves, testing their ideas and making links with other things they have learned.



They underpin learning and development across all areas and support the child to remain an effective and motivated learner. These skills are what they take to the next stage of learning so they can continue to improve.



Outdoor learning is a fantastic way of developing children’s Characteristics of Effective Learning (CoEL). It allows them to: increase their imagination, have appreciation of and investigate the natural world around them, develop many social skills including, negotiating and collaboration through active learning and develop their problem solving skills by providing open ended resources which allow children to think and explore their own ideas. 



Language development

[image: A large tree in a parkDescription automatically generated]Babies respond to voices and gesture which is an important step for their language development. Children from age of 2 need to add 8 new words to their vocabulary daily, to be ready for school and to continue their learning, especially in primary school. Some of the activities show what words can be introduced and developed and how some start to make sense to a young child. For example, the words ‘under’, ‘over’ and ‘through’ can be experienced by children actually doing these in a physical way and therefore understand what they mean. Take a look at the EYFS Bursts for Learning available for many more activities to do at home. Baylis Park 



https://thelink.slough.gov.uk/news/eyfs-bursts-learning-0-5-year-olds 



Mark making activities in the outdoor environment can offer children the early experiences and physical development to support early stages of children learning letters and their sounds; the use of a child’s finger in sand and soil, a stick or a paint brush using water or mud. Chunky chalks on surfaces such as walls, trees, drain covers, rocks and stones. They can be easily washed away once the children have finished, so there is no graffiti left. Adults can help young children by saying some words or simple phrases to describe the actions and marks they make i.e. wiggly line, up and down.  Older children can be encouraged to extend their language skills by talking about what they are drawing, and how different surfaces change the marks they make.



Taking risks

[image: A close up of a bridgeDescription automatically generated]Risks in children’s learning is always going to be there (a child uses a knife and fork whilst eating for example if a child cuts themselves with a knife, we don’t take the knife away and say a child can’t use it – instead we show them how to use it properly so a child can be independent whilst eating.  While children need to be kept safe from potential harm and hazards, they also need to explore and take risks with appropriate support. Risky play allows children to challenge themselves on many levels: Physically – by climbing a little higher, crawling along the ground, running a little faster or jumping a little further. As a result, children may get hurt, scraped knees and elbows, fall over bang their heads. A supportive and observant adult and good risk assessment will minimise this, but it is important to know these things happen.

[image: A picture containing grass, outdoor, field, buildingDescription automatically generated]Jubilee River 

Upton Park 

















 Clothing and footwear

             



To make the most of outdoor learning, appropriate clothing and footwear is needed. Make sure your child is wearing the right clothing and footwear when it’s hot, cold and or wet. It is best for a child not to wear best clothes when they attend an early years setting or visit the local park. Settings don’t mind getting them dirty! There is no such thing as bad weather just not the right clothing So be prepared and check what the weather may be like – have at the ready their:



Wellies 

Raincoats



[image: A picture containing drawing, shirtDescription automatically generated][image: A picture containing table, blue, sitting, monitorDescription automatically generated]							



Gloves 

Hats
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If babies have the right clothing, don’t be afraid to put them on the floor on a blanket or in their romper suit if it is cold.

 

[image: A picture containing clothing, bear, teddy, stuffedDescription automatically generated]
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The items below are a way of supporting non mobile babies to be outside in all weathers and to have plenty of fresh air throughout the day. It is important to regularly check non-mobile children are not getting cold.



If it is sunny and warm don’t forget the: 



[image: A close up of a bottleDescription automatically generated][image: A close up of sunglassesDescription automatically generated]

    Suncream 		         Sunglasses 

[image: A close up of a hatDescription automatically generated][image: A close up of an umbrellaDescription automatically generated]

      Sunhat                                         Umbrella to keep dry and shade 

Adults

The role of the key person or an adult is important. Be confident and enthusiastic when outside. Work as a team and develop the same values – go with adult friends to the park who have children of similar age, remembering to stay a safe distance away from others. Having fun together is very important!



Outings and planned intentional trips

For babies, they will be intrigued by the sights, smells and sounds of the environment and reach out towards things that interest them and catch their attention. Toddlers want to explore the natural world around them by crawling and walking. Preschool children will explore more purposely, play games of imagination and enjoy challenging themselves.













Out in the natural environment

Baby bottle for non-mobile babies

Recycle plastic bottles and fill them with different materials such as sand, gravel, soil and stones and listen to the different sounds they make when shaking a bottle. 

Make a mobile

Using sticks, string/cotton thread some natural objects to make a natural mobile to hang up in a room/bedroom for recognition when they go to the park.

Hold on!

Let children explore with support the noises of:

Sticks on sticks, stones on stones and sticks on stones

Water being poured from different heights and let them make their own noises and let them explore using light small cups and containers for them to hold

Sensory tub & treasure baskets

Put different types of natural objects in a tub and leave it near a child to pick and choose what they want. They may tip it all out and want you to put it back and then do it again. It’s all part of their learning.

Roll over 

Spend lots of time and back and stomach and rolling over and happen outside (Roll over) being active

Prompts – bodily sensation – things to notice sounds near and far – an attentive/responsive adult is important –

Near and far (extension of above) 

Let non mobile babies explore - put items near a but a few things away from them so they have to move to collect them or make a gesture for an adult to get them for them to share. Sometimes put them closer to mud and grass so they can grab/pull/ and hold natural things. 

Check it out and share and thinking critically

Make up a collection of natural things such as leaves, twigs, shells, pebbles, sand – to with spreading them about on the picnic blanket and let them choose what they want to touch. They may want to give/throw it to an adult - then give it back to them. This may be repeated several times. Praise and go with their interest





Some activities to support learning

This is a chance to enhance opportunities to learn social skills, overcome fears, and develop a lifelong connection with nature. Whilst doing these activities, listen and notice what a child wants and talk to them, commenting on what they want. “Oh you want the pebble, here it is” (and give it to them). Adult support and interaction is crucial to help babies learn, so be attentive of their needs.



Babies 0 -12 months

[image: A tree in a forestDescription automatically generated][image: A close up of a deviceDescription automatically generated]





  



           













 Upton Park 

[image: A basket full of foodDescription automatically generated]  [image: A group of bushes and treesDescription automatically generated]                        

                                         Herschel Park 

Herschel Park 

[image: A close up of a lush green forestDescription automatically generated][image: A picture containing different, food, table, hangingDescription automatically generated]Explore, touch, feel and be active

Walk and watched safely by an adult

Mobile babies actively walk and pick up various objects to explore and feel their textures such as: 

Damp wood, Smooth and rough stones long and short sticks, Wet and dry soil and stones/rocks

They might want to pick up and carry something home that they have collected which is different from what they have at home and investigate its difference

It might be their preferred ‘toy’ and want to play with independently and with concentration

If they pick a stone up or stick can they make marks in the soil

If really confident – take the child’s shoes and socks off and let them feel different sensations between their toes from a blanket to soil/sand/water and grass  









The use of water

Always be watchful and alert of children near water – adults monitor carefully and be close or with them and have them on a harness.



Excellent language can be developed while watching a stream flowing through tunnels and under bridges, between rocks with ducks swimming on it. 



























                                                                     















Toddlers 1- 3 yearsWildlife

Children learn to investigate their own environment and look for different types of animals and insects – they can explore what they might find under a rock or log and see spiders/insects (get adults to takes risks themselves with the children by turning over logs and stones).



Active Scavenger hunt

Find things that are different textures, colour, size. Collect and take home and repeat the language opportunities on what they have found such as, leaves, sticks, pebbles, plants, flowers, and seeds.









 [image: A bird standing on a rockDescription automatically generated]                                                             

  

   [image: A picture containing outdoor, grass, sitting, dirtDescription automatically generated]                   Make your own treasure basket 

Create your own treasure baskets Discuss collecting with your child and let them think which ones they want to take. If the ground is carpeted with acorns or flowers, pine cones, twigs, flowers, leaves conkers, and helicopters (sycamore trees) and other seeds depending the time of year.

Natural Collage Exploration

Gather many items that have fallen on the ground such as different sized twigs, different coloured flowers, stones, leaves, different leaves and get some glue/paper to make a pattern of their own choosing. This can be done different times of year to compare colours and types of vegetation available.

I spy with my little eye can you find?

Animal life such as birds are all around us, small large and of different colours on them or different sized/leaves/rocks/sticks and stones?

Watch and observe/take photos/make a note

Watch for leaf and flower buds bursting in the spring, insects buzzing in the summer, and leaves changing colours in the autumn. During all seasons, watch for visitors to the trees—birds and small animals looking for food or a resting place. – discuss them when home or make a picture display for discussion.







     (Baylis Park)                                                                 

 [image: A tree next to a body of waterDescription automatically generated]                 

    (Baylis Park)
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Trunk call

Using large crayons/charcoal and do some rubbings of different trees and compare the bark.

Some have narrow tall trunks and some have wider but shorter trunks – get the children to measure the circumference of a tree trunk using their arms to see if they can fit round them. Are they larger or small than their arm circumference? If you have tape measures use them or pieces of string to check size.

Compare sizes.







L







Language development

Link language with physical movement, actions, role-play and practical experiences such as cookery, gardening and being very active. Talk about the things that can be seen such as the Flowers, petals, and colours. Can you name the things you can see? if not take a photo and then look it up on the internet together.  Use the language of size such as Walking through green tall trees, surrounded by some bushes that were shorter.



















Mathematical development

Use of song - Use one two buckle my shoe – 5/6 pick up sticks 7/8 lay them straight/angles/large smaller/wide, narrow.

Game of hide and seek - 1 2 3 where are you? 











Pre School 3 – 5 years 

All change

Recall the time of year and when things are different in colour

What happens in spring which is different in the autumn?

Winter means shorter days, cooler temperatures, and little or no plant growth. In contrast, spring is full of new life with flowers budding and gardens beginning to grow.







[image: A sign on the side of a roadDescription automatically generated]How do I feel?

Texture of leaves/ size/shapes

Has a colour, dry, wet, shiny, pretty, that the wind can blow, tiny, huge, crawls flies, has fallen the ground, smooth, rough, smells, the texture of bark.

Build me 

Construct things with twigs and mud and stones – large or small using - children might want to create a house/shelter for something small







    Salt Hill Park

                                                                

[image: A tree with green leavesDescription automatically generated]   Which way?

Pathways and how they are made and how water pathways are made so becoming streams/rivers through a gorge/can they forward and backwards 

In the distance we can see trees on top of the slopes which we are walking towards or away from.

We walk/run down a path between slopes of grass either side of us. The smell of fresh cut grass

We are walking along a path between slopes/plants on both sides. Find other tracks that can be walked on and possible obstacles in the way, such as rocks and fallen trees.



 Britwell



[image: A tree in a forestDescription automatically generated]Fallen Tree investigation

If available find a fallen tree – (like in Salt Hill Park)

Touch the bark to see what it feels like, looks and smells like. If the bark is loose on the ground, 

Pick up handfuls of the bark pieces and take it over to a place where they begin building with it. Use larger bits of bark and try to balance pieces on top to see if they can build a tower. As the children’s play progresses they incorporate other things – small lengths of wood, and if available include plastic piping and other containers such as an upturned bucket – into their construction. 

Under the watchful eye of an adult allow children to clamber on and off the tree trunk. 



Natural art

Collect different natural materials when out in the park (nappy sacks are useful for children to carry these home)

Create with these natural materials, use a sheet or paper as a base without fixing them permanently so you can reuse these materials many times. 



Salt Hill Park
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Language development

Movement and descriptive words - Through, between, along, through/climb/shiny/different colours/size/how some moves such as crawling, walking, running, climbing, jumping, flying, flapping, jogging, dashing, sneaking, floating.

You want to include trees shedding leaves for winter, but some have them all year round.

When picking up items for natural art activities develop a child’s language using such words as pull, grab, lift, carry, pick up and fetch.















[image: A picture containing holdingDescription automatically generated]

Mathematical development

[image: A close up of a toyDescription automatically generated]Angles/steep/one path/high/taller than, short than/closer/close/side-ways

Equipment such as spades and buckets - digging in the Sand and soil

    • How deep, very, not very, measure using a ruler or tape measure                        

    • Number of spades to dig to the bottom (estimating)

    • Shovelling fast with a small spade or a big spade (time)                                       

    • Deciding how much sand have you got in your bucket?                                        

    •Recognition of full or empty a lot or little in the bucket                                                                        

    • They learn the concept of heavy or light with the amount of sand in the bucket
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The outside environment in a setting garden



Open-ended resources offer children resources to play with which have multiple uses. This can be something as simple as a cardboard box, which can be used for anything from model-building to making patterns and rhythms. Encourage children to think of ideas for play themselves. You will sometimes find them doing something completely different to what you had imagined. This should be encouraged!





0 – 12 months								It’s too bright!

Creating shade Light and shade/casting shadows.

Wearing a hat for protection

Hiding under a tree for shade or a cosy space outside to sit and read with a child









[image: A person holding a blue umbrellaDescription automatically generated]



[image: A red flower in a gardenDescription automatically generated]1 – 3 yearsDen building

How will you build yours? 

Will you use some sheets and upturned chairs? A wipe able plastic sheeting can create the perfect pitch. Cushions although soft fabric is not advised unless they have a plastic covering that can be wiped easily.



Children can make dens using very little equipment and they are exploring their surroundings using what is available to make one.







      

















3 – 5 years                       Den +

Give children the opportunity to plan the lay out of the outside area – especially if you have materials that can be moved. They can start elsewhere and children will have reasons.



Waterfall

Make a cascade of water using plastic guttering and watering cans lengths of plastic sheeting, pegs can help support den making with buckets and -change the angle to decrease and increase speed - chairs and other things that can be wiped down effectively. Roll other things down too – cars/trucks etc.
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Physical play is okay!



Using open spaces to fulfil basic 'childhood’ needs – jumping, running, climbing, swinging, racing, shouting, rolling, hiding and making a big mess. Many of these things cannot occur indoors. These are important experiences for their fine and gross motor skill physical development.

Active play

Climb with support, go up and down a slide with key person supported – see their reaction – repeat if joyous if not try something different

Rather than up and down perhaps high and low fast and slow on a swing, playing peekaboo as they get closer to an adult.

Squish (Muddy play)

Mud with children - Play with the mud, squish it between toes and fingers along with sand/dry mud/rice/jelly and other possible textures for them to have a real sensory feeling including water. 

How high?

Encourage babies to get themselves up from a sitting position. Use a bench as well as climbing equipment. Adults model and let them explore waiting and holding themselves, going through an object and feeling the different surfaces as they balance.





0 – 12

 [image: A picture containing bicycle, small, table, yellowDescription automatically generated]                                                  

 Cippenham – Deerwood Park





1 – 3 years



[image: A playground in front of a fenceDescription automatically generated]                                                  Take a risk

With support if needed, get children to take a risk by climbing up and down stairs, sliding down poles and climbing up a slide the wrong way.

Mud reversal 

Show how to make mud pies and leave them out to dry. After the mud is dry (which may take a day or two), return and let children investigate the properties of dried mud. Can they return it to sticky mud?



Cippenham                                    Let’s move! 

Using bikes trikes balls/climbing/run crawl, creep/moving/ lying still,/small steps/large steps/tunnels as well as running jogging on sloped areas

Role-play – children love to make sense of their world through re-enacting situations, activities and conversations they see in their lives. Role play should reflect areas of the children’s lives. Create opportunities with ‘real-life’ resources that reflect the community you serve. – Fire fighters, paramedics, doctors and police/sirens, flashing lights on their trucks and trikes







[image: A picture containing outdoor, building, street, sittingDescription automatically generated]                                      



3 – 5 years

                                            Mud/ Kitchen – creating food and soups menus recipes/peeling fruit and veg

Mud check

What happens when you pour water through different types of soil?

How does dirt differ? What’s the best way to loosen hard dirt? Is dirt dry or moist? What does it feel like? What does it smell like? Do you see any leaves, bugs, twigs, seeds? Are there clues that animals have been here?

Promote the use of mud every year! Make it a real focus for learning on International Mud day 29th June 















[image: A yard with grass and treesDescription automatically generated]



Possible resources

Buckets, digging tools (trowels, spoons), containers with lids (recycled plastic food tubs) and supplies for different types of dirt such as dry, hard-packed dirt, loose soil, gravel, silt, sand, clay and dirt collected from under a tree (in the leaf litter). Stirring tools - trowels, sticks, spoons, sieves - with different-sized holes, magnifying glasses and tweezers. Remember COVID19 recommends- after using tools make sure they are wiped down before other children play with them.



Language development 

Link language with physical movement in action songs and rhymes including 

‘5 Little Babies sitting on the slide. For language and number, down and up, similar, different, same as











Mathematical development

Size, large, small, pour, using different sized pots for measuring, same as, equal to,  







Risky play

Children need to learn to take risks in a secure and safe environment. This will enable them to negotiate the many hazards and obstacles they will encounter as they grow older. Adults should support children both to challenge themselves and to assess possible risks. For example, make children aware of where they are putting their hands and feet especially if they are climbing higher than usual on the climbing frame or using a new tool on the construction bench. You may need to direct them where to put their hands and feet using appropriate language. “Put your hand on the next rung up/down” 

Remember try to be positive with your language too – so good use of praise when they try to be safe themselves.













Have you thought about?

Include some different sized logs at home or in your setting. They are great for:

· insect habitats

· size, weight and shape of logs

· easy to move around for children to help them think, explore and make their own things

· seating outside and they are a great way for children to social distance without realising it



[image: A close up of some grassDescription automatically generated]
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Sitting on logs. A great way to social distance outside!!



The use of the weather/shelter and shade



We are fortunate enough to have four seasons and so change is constant and a vital part of our natural world which children should experience. Early years practitioners and parents are well aware of how a snow day can change the learning at a moments’ notice. We don’t need to wait for such as day; the weather at all times can be used to develop children’s interests and explore how it affects them.



0 – 12 months How does it feel?

Feel the rain on a their face, hands and feet

Feel the wind on their face. Blowing their hair

Feel the snow on their hands and then warm them up.

How does it feel on their clothes and dripping off, pouring off?

The sun on their face and other body parts and feel the warmth     (make sure children have protection when outside on a warm an sunny day) 

https://www.britishskinfoundation.org.uk/sun-safety-advice-for-parents

www.nhs.uk/live-well/healthy-body/heatwave-how-to-cope-in-hot-weather/

Think about – Having paper towels to dry hands and other body parts if they get wet.
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Jumping Jack Splash

Jumping in puddles of water and looking at rainbows after a storm ends. Playing in puddles is great to investigate concepts such as floating and sinking and measuring depth and width. How some are muddy and some are clear.

Snow!

Children take the lead to shove/scoop the snow in doorways of the school in winter, and to co-ordinate the piling and moving of snow and ice to transform their outside area.

Get moving

Show us your dance moves! Music play in different weather. Make sure the children and adults have the appropriate clothes and footwear on.









1 – 3 years     

 [image: A person flying through the airDescription automatically generated]               



3 - 5 yearsCloud bursting

Chill on a rug and look at the sky and colours and clouds, the shape of clouds and let children describe them. Which way are they moving? Are they large or small, irregular and regular shapes recognition/bigger or smaller than each other?

It’s hot!

Temperature increase or decrease! Children should experience the characteristics of each season. Talk about types of weather at different times of the year

The passage of time and change. 

Has the weather changed? What happened to the clouds and sun? Can we capture the rain? Buckets, paper and leaving things out to see how much is collected – measure what they have – one small cup/2 large cups or start using capacity and standard units of measurement 

Leaf mad! Great for windy days!

Scoop up some leaves throwing them up in the air to see where they land. How many can you catch as they fall back down? What can you catch them with? Choose other seeds and leaves and see what happens – do things land closer or further away?

Casting shadows an exploration of time.

Use chalk, a stick or pole to mark with; let them decide where their shadow is in the morning, after lunch and before they go home, marking them to see if they are in different places. Are they longer or shorter? If you do this at home perhaps capture a shadow before bed.
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Some local parks to support outdoor learning in Slough

There is more than 254 hectares of public parks, open green space and play areas in Slough. It is important to support learning and the health and wellbeing of young children in an urban environment. There is a range of sports fields, play areas, riverside walks, woodlands, gardens and natural landscapes. 

Salt Hill Park, Herschel Park and Pippins Park have all achieved the Green Flag Award. This recognises the high standards in the management and maintenance of public parks and green spaces.



To make the most of your trips to the park, here are some ideas to consider:

 

If walking to a park think about: 

· the route you are going to take

· walking at the child’s pace

· road safety and teaching children how to cross the road safely

· the possible weather conditions and what you may need to protect yourself

· taking the same route each time (this is good for repetition of language and seeing the same objects).

· pointing out some of the things you may pass each time you go (a lamppost/post box/signs/someone’s house).

· taking some photos of landmarks that you pass each time – it’s a great way extend a child’s vocabulary and share them with children when back at home or in a setting.



Be prepared:

· by checking the weather so you take the right equipment including water to drink

· to sit on the grass, so take a picnic blanket where a baby can roll and crawl on

· to take nappy sacks so children could bring back things they have collected and they can carry (you can continue their learning at home talking about what they collected (sticks, stones, flowers etc)

· to take paper and glue. Provide some chalk, charcoal so rubbings of different textures can be done.

· to provide some wipes to clean hands, plastic bags and hand gel for children to keep safe. This is especially when they pick things to take home. Wipe their hands and dispose tissue and wet wipes safely



Reminder

· We want to keep our local parks clean and tidy so please take home all your waste and rubbish or put it in the nearest bin

· If old enough encourage children to put rubbish in the bin so they understand the need to keep things nice for others and for them the next time they go to a park





These are open spaces in Slough which can be used by settings and parents regularly for enjoying all the outside has to offer. Below are just some examples



Britwell, Farnham Lane, Britwell, Berkshire, SL2 2EW.

[image: A close up of a rockDescription automatically generated]      [image: A sign on the side of a fenceDescription automatically generated]     [image: A picture containing outdoor, grass, man, streetDescription automatically generated]  [image: A picture containing outdoor, building, side, streetDescription automatically generated]    [image: A person in a fenced in areaDescription automatically generated]



Herschel Park

The larger area in the north is a Local Nature Reserve. The more formal area in the north is a Grade II listed park.

Upton Cl, Slough SL1 2DG

[image: A picture containing outdoor, grass, tree, standingDescription automatically generated]    [image: A dirt path next to a treeDescription automatically generated]   [image: A tree in a forestDescription automatically generated]   [image: A close up of a green field with trees in the backgroundDescription automatically generated]   [image: A tree in a forestDescription automatically generated]  [image: A large tree in a fieldDescription automatically generated]        



Upton Park 

Sloughs largest park offers football pitches & changing facilities, waterside paths, open spaces and wooded areas as well as play areas.

Upton Road, Slough, SL3 7LU.
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Salt Hill Park  

It is landscaped open space with different trees, waterside paths, different play areas, tennis courts, a skateboard area & a café.

Bath Rd, Slough SL1 3SS
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Baylis Park

This is the most historic park in Slough and the adjoining Godolphin Recreation Ground were part of the estate of Baylis House. It has various trees open spaces and a pond with different wildlife present.

37 Carmarthen Rd, Slough SL1 3PT
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Just some different natural things available at different times of year to collect around Slough



		Autumn

		Winter



		Getting colder less sunshine, temperature getting colder and daylight gets shorter.
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Conkers            Sweet chestnut   Wild raspberries

(horse chestnut)

		Cold weather such as ice, snow, frost cold wind and rain. Much less daylight and longer nights
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Acorn from an Pine cone      Sweet violet            

oak tree



		Spring 

		Summer



		Growth and temperature getting warmer – more daylight

Gorse , yarrow, daffodils, snowdrops, daisy, red clover
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Daisies                   Snowdrops                    Daffodils                   

		Warm weather – most daylight as days are longer

Pineapple weed, grass, various flowers, poppies,
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Poppies               Pineapple        Yarrow

                             weed









Just to consider for outdoor learning within a setting

· Arrange sufficient space outdoors for children to play and explore but within a safe distance of an adult.

· Give children uninterrupted time to play and explore.

· Get children to engage their senses in the outside learning environment.

· Let the children challenge themselves and take risks under the watchful eye of an adult.

· Have a few resources or equipment that can be used by children.

· Are resources open-ended so that they can be used, moved around and put together in a variety of ways?

· Ensure some of the resources reflect children’s interests.

· Allow children to make choices and decisions of their own.

· Give children opportunities to test their ideas, themselves, their relationships and explore properties the materials have?

Reference to good practice and statutory guidelines

The EYFS outdoor play requirements are specified in section 3.58 of the EYFS Statutory Framework, which states:

‘Providers must provide access to an outdoor play area or, if that is not possible, ensure that outdoor activities are planned and taken on a daily basis (unless circumstances make this inappropriate, for example unsafe weather conditions). Providers must follow their legal responsibilities under the Equality Act 2010 (for example, the provisions on reasonable adjustments).’

In The Early Years Foundation Stage - Effective practice: Outdoor Learning (Crown Copyright 2007) it is very clear in the importance of outdoor learning and that it has equal merit with indoor learning.



Slough has an excellent practitioner and Forest School leader who can support settings to take this further. 

Contact: Sharon Rose

Advisory Teacher EYFS & EYFS Moderation Manager

Slough Borough Council

Children, Learning and Skills Directorate

Early Years and Prevention

Tel: 01753 476577

Mobile: 07920287687



Useful Websites

For more information about parks in Slough. 

https://www.dayoutwiththekids.co.uk/things-to-do/south-east-and-london/berkshire/slough/adventure/parks-playgrounds



http://www.slough.gov.uk/leisure-parks-and-events/parks-and-green-spaces.aspx



Slough Tree Trail Guide

https://www.slough.gov.uk/downloads/herschel-park-tree-leaflet.pdf



For ideas on outdoor learning have a look at:

 

https://outdoorclassroomday.org.uk/resources/



https://www.ltl.org.uk/free-resources/



https://www.naturallylearning.co.uk/50-outdoor-activities-toddlers/



https://www.pinterest.co.uk/edutopia/outdoor-learning/



https://www.thestablecompany.com/blog/fun-outdoor-learning-activities-for-young-children-with-special-educational-needs



https://teaching2and3yearolds.com/44-preschool-outdoor-learning-ideas/



https://www.earlylearninghq.org.uk/earlylearninghq-blog/outdoor-play-activities-and-ideas-part-1/



https://www.pacey.org.uk/working-in-childcare/spotlight-on/outdoor-activities/



https://www.firstdiscoverers.co.uk/nature-activities-for-kids/



https://www.nurseryworld.co.uk/features/article/eyfs-activities-5-ways-to-champion-outdoor-play-in-2020



www.muddyfaces.co.uk
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9th June, 2020 


 


 


 


Dear Provider, 


 


 


Studying at level 4, 5 and 6 


Foundation Degrees and BA (Hons) 


 


We would like to introduce you to the Higher Education courses that we deliver for 


practitioners, teaching assistants, staff who are teaching or working with children and 


young people in the care and education sector. 


 


The Foundation Degrees that we offer at our Langley campus are: 


 


Foundation Degree in Children’s Development and Learning, through the 


University of Reading (suitable for anyone working with children aged between 0 – 


11years). 


 


Foundation Degree in Working with Children and Young People, through the 


University of West London (suitable for anyone working with children and young 


people aged between 0 – 25years). 


 


These are aimed at practitioners who hold a Level 3 qualification, and who are ready 


for the next stage of their professional development, and the completion of the 


Foundation Degree can then lead to a third year ‘top-up’ to a full BA Honours 


Degree, either here at The Windsor Forest Colleges Group (Langley Campus), or at a 


University of your choice. 


 


This in turn can lead on to gaining Early Years Teacher Status or Qualified Teacher 


Status, or other wider career opportunities/progression.  


 


These are sector endorsed Foundation Degrees, designed to meet local 


childcare/educational providers’ needs for highly qualified and experienced 


practitioners/staff, whereby students study for one day a week whilst continuing to 


work in their childcare/school/other educational/behavioural settings.  In this way 


students develop their ability to apply theory to their practice, which is a key learning 


outcome across all the modules, on all of these courses. 


 


Please find attached factsheets which provide information about these courses; entry 


requirements; module titles; and details of delivery.  







 


           


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


We are currently interviewing potential candidates and if there are any members of 


your team who you feel would benefit from undertaking either of these Foundation 


Degrees, or they already hold this and would like to complete their third year to a full 


Degree, we would be pleased to provide more information, or alternatively they could 


apply online via our website at www.windsor-forest.ac.uk 


 


Thank you for your time, 


Yours sincerely  


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


Alison Wheatley 


HE Quality Manager 


 


 


Enquiries – Deborah.Jervis@windsor-forest.ac.uk 


                   Course Manager 


 
 
 
  



http://www.windsor-forest.ac.uk/
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 Higher Education Factsheet 
 


Foundation Degree in Children’s 


Development and Learning 


Course Code: HF5RCHI1L1 


Start Date September 2020 


End Date June 2021 


What's Covered This course enables you to develop the skills to progress in your 
career working with children, alongside your job. 
 
It is aimed at early years and education practitioners who are working 
with children up to the age of 11 and requires you to be released from 
your setting to attend Langley College for up to one day a week.  
 
This vocational award is a work-based course, and your assignments 
and lessons are all designed to benefit your professional 
development. You'll build upon your experience through modules in 
areas such as child development, safeguarding, creativity and critical 
thinking, and working in partnership with parents. College sessions 
include lectures, as well as tutorials and seminars. The course also 
incorporates a great deal of group work, which will be an opportunity 
to share experiences with fellow professionals working in a range of 
settings. 
 
There is plenty of support available to help you get the most out of 
your course. You will be given an academic tutor who will have regular 
one-to-one meetings with you. You'll also nominate someone from 
within your own workplace, such as a manager or colleague, to 
become your mentor. Additionally, you'll benefit from small learning 
groups and access to facilities and support at Langley and the 
University of Reading. 
 
Year 1 – core modules 


 Theories of development and learning 
 The child in society (1) 
 Learning spaces 
 Working in partnership with parents 
 Professional Skills 


 


Full Time 







 Higher Education Factsheet 
Year 2 – core modules 


 Practitioner research 
 The child in society (2) 
 Creativity and critical thinking 
 Supporting development and learning for 0-11 years 


Optional modules include: 
 International perspectives 
 Leadership in the children's workforce 


What do you need You must be working at least 2.5 days a week in a relevant education 
or care setting, and are normally expected to have obtained: 
 


 An NQF Level 3 qualification in a work-related area; 
 GCSE English Language at a grade C (grade 4) or above; 
 GCSE Maths at a grade C (grade 4) or above; 
 At least 2 years’ experience of working within the Children’s 


Workforce, for example, in a registered early years setting or in a 
school as a Teaching Assistant. 


  
Any candidate who does not fully meet the entry criteria (for example, 
who does not have Maths GCSE or the specified amount of full-time 
work experience but may have part-time and/or volunteering 
experience) is invited to submit their application, which will be 
considered on a case-by-case basis. 


How are you 
assessed 


Through reflective accounts, essays, reports, presentations, e-
portfolio, group wiki and a research project during the second year. 


How long 2 years, attending college one day per week 


What course next On successful completion of the Foundation Degree here in Langley, 
you will have  a priority place on the year-long top-up course (based 
on 1 day's attendance each week at the University of Reading) to gain 
a BA(Hons) in Children’s Development and Learning. This will give 
you further opportunities for professional development, for example, 
gaining Early Years Teacher Status or Qualified Teacher Status. 


What could this lead 
to 


This course aims to develop your reflective and analytical skills and 
increase your self-confidence. It will enable you to build on your 
experience as a practitioner and develop new strategies for supporting 
children and working alongside colleagues and parents. As a graduate 
you will be well-placed to take on increased responsibility within the 
workplace and move into management roles. 
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 Higher Education Factsheet 
 


Foundation Degree Working with 
Children and Young People 


Course Code: HF5RTEA3L1 


Start Date September 2020 


End Date June 2021 


What's Covered This course is for anyone who works with children and young people 
from 0 – 25 years (working in Children‟s Centres, Secondary 
school support staff, Extended schools, Health & Social Care and 
Local Authority Practitioners and Advisory staff) and wants to 
improve their skills and knowledge whilst staying in their current 
job. 


 
Foundation Degrees (FdA) are particularly appropriate for students 


considering returning to learning after a break or those who have 
not gained their qualifications through the traditional school-
based route. The course does not qualify you to teach (QTS), or 
confer the title of Early Years Professional, but is a „stepping-
stone‟ towards this status. 


 
You will study at the Langley campus of The Windsor Forest Colleges 


Group all day Wednesday 9.30am – 5.30pm. This Foundation 
Degree is validated by the University of West London. 


 
What you will study: Modules for Year 1 – Level 4 
• Search Skills for Higher Education – Using Evidence 
• Child & Adolescent Development 
• Policy, Perspective and Practice  
• Learning Research and Theory 
• Developing the Role of the Reflective Practitioner  
 
Modules for Year 2 – Level 5 
• Leadership & Management 
• The Child, Family and Society 
• Children and Young People‟s Health 
• Communication in a Multilingual Society 
• Reflective Practice and Project 


  


Full Time 


Full Time 







 Higher Education Factsheet 
What do you need A relevant Level 3 qualification 


• A minimum of 2 years‟ relevant experience 
• Current employment in an appropriate setting (for a minimum of 2 


days a week) 
• Support of your school or setting 
• Someone to act as your mentor 


How are you 
assessed 


Your work will be assessed through presentations, reports, essays 
and a reflective essay, projects, a project diary, a portfolio and one 
online test. 


How long The duration of this course is 2 years. 


What course next Successful completion of the foundation degree opens up a number of 
alternatives to you. You can “top-up” your qualification to a full BA 
Hons degree at one of our local universities: Bucks New University 
and the University of West London 


What could this lead 
to 


Progression pathways can lead to Early Years Professional or 
Qualified Teacher Status 
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