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Please note the information and links are provided to the relevant documents, which are being 
updated on an ongoing basis and are subject to change. The guidance shared is focussed around 
safeguarding themes and is not exhaustive. 
 

 
It has been a tough few months to say the least. As the summer term comes to an end it is 
important that all the good work has been harnessed and is not lost. Please use this opportunity to 
ensure your housekeeping is in order: 

 Please ensure the DSL details for your schools are up to date including any mobile 
numbers for professionals to access you remotely. 

 If possible please use a central safeguarding in box for your school is in place. This will 
ensure the DSL is not always on call if an emergency situation occurs over the summer 
break. A shared safeguarding inbox will allow the safeguarding team to manage the inbox 
on a rota basis over the summer break for any emergency need to contact the school.  

Please let me know if I can assist you in any way at jatinder.matharu@slough.gov.uk  
 
While on the subject of housekeeping please note the new contact details for the LADO. 
Please amend your contact details and don’t forget your policy documents! 
 
Nicola Johnstone |Local Authority Designated Officer (LADO) 
Slough Children's Services Trust | 01753 474 053 | 07927 681858 
nicola.johnstone@scstrust.co.uk | All sensitive information should be sent through Egress or use 
LADO@slough.gcsx.gov.uk 
 
Sec175 Audit now ‘live’ 
 
The annual statutory Sec 175 Safeguarding Audit is now open on the portal here: 
https://sloughboroughcouncil.vc-enable.co.uk/ 
Please open using Google Chrome as the function works better on this browser. There is 18 
week’s for completion which will allow sufficient time to complete the audit.  The completion date 
for the audits is Friday 6th November 2020. 
 
The audit has been refreshed with the latest guidance and changes and reflects your comments 
from 2019 which include removal of duplication and any amendments. I have included 6 COVID 
related questions to reflect the new ways of working during lockdown in schools and settings since 
March 2020 to date. 
 
Mentors Violence Programme (MVP) for Secondary schools  

Last chance to sign up for the MVP webinar. To find out more contact Andy Moore on 
Andrew.Moore@thamesvalley.pnn.police.uk  
 

Welcome to the last newsletter this term.  
 
There is so much to think about before the end of 
term and there has been a lot of things for schools 
to consider at the moment.  Your school will have 
changed the way it operates this term- social 
distancing and additional hygiene measures will be 
in place, and you’re probably using a mixture of 
home and in-school learning.  

mailto:jatinder.matharu@slough.gov.uk
mailto:nicola.johnstone@scstrust.co.uk
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https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https://rowlandsgillprimary.org/event/end-of-term-summer-holidays/&psig=AOvVaw3AWQawoPw4Gn35hwvfKtm1&ust=1594363067199000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCMjG4bjHv-oCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAD
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GUIDANCE FOR SCHOOLS/OTHER EDUCATION SETTINGS: 
Guidance for schools, childcare providers, colleges and local authorities in England on 
maintaining educational provision  
 
 
Keeping Children Safe in Education (KCSIE) 2020 has been updated and the most important 
things to know are: 
 

 There's additional guidance for all staff on mental health, child criminal exploitation (CCE) 
and child sexual exploitation (CSE). 
 

 There's also new guidance for head teachers, DSLs and governors on supporting children 
with social workers and those who require mental health support 

 
 You should follow your procedure for managing allegations against staff  where someone 

may have been involved in an incident outside of school which didn't involve children, but 
could have an impact on their suitability to work with them (e.g. domestic violence) 

 
 You should also use this procedure when allegations are made against supply staff, even if 

they're employed by an agency 
 
The 2020 version of Keeping Children Safe in Education (KCSIE) will come into force on 1 
September. Keep using the 2019 version until then. 
 
I will be providing an update of the KCSIE 2020 in late August/September via a remote webinar of 
all the changes and what they mean for your policy, practice and school.  
 
Training and CPD  
 
There will also be access to remote New to the role of DSL and Experienced DSL CPD in the 
autumn term. All the details will be added to the LINK. 
 
 
Reflecting on your code of conduct policy 
 
The Safer Recruitment Consortium has produced an addendum to the Guidance Safe Working 
Practice to help schools apply safe systems of work during the pandemic. It contains good practice 
guidance on reviewing your code of conduct and behaviour policies. Click here for more details 
saferrecruitmentconsortium  
 
  
Coronavirus (COVID-19): safeguarding in schools, colleges and other providers 
Guidance for schools and colleges to support them keeping children safe, including online, during 
the coronavirus (COVID-19) outbreak (updated 20.05.2020) you can read the full document here 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/keeping-children-safe-in-education--2
https://www.saferrecruitmentconsortium.org/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-safeguarding-in-schools-colleges-and-other-providers
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DfE preparations for the autumn term; 
 
Social distancing measures put in place due to coronavirus (COVID-19) were eased across the 
UK, more children and young people were welcomed back to school this term. 
There still is uncertainty what the autumn term will bring yet and the DfE plan for all pupils, in all 
year groups, to return to school full-time from the beginning of the autumn term. 
 
On the 2nd July, the Education Secretary Gavin Williamson detailed plans for all children and 
young people to return to full-time education from September. Read the Press release. 
 
The DfE guidance is intending to support schools, both mainstream and alternative provision, to 
prepare for this. It applies to primary, secondary (including sixth forms), infant, junior, middle, 
upper, school-based nurseries and boarding schools. They expect independent schools to follow 
the control measures set out in this document in the same way as state-funded schools.  
The DfE guidance can be accessed here: DfE Guidance  
 
Ofsted 
 
It has been announced on 6th July 2020 that whilst not returning to full inspections until after 
Christmas, Ofsted will be making phased 'visits' during the Autumn Term. 
Ofsted says that these visits will 'look at how leaders are managing the return to full education for 
their pupils, including considering ‘blended learning’ (on-site/remote education) and safeguarding'. 
 
For more information: https://www.gov.uk/guidance/education-plans-from-september-2020 
 

NSPCC Podcasts and briefings 
 
How have schools adjusted to the new ‘normal’? What will change now that these pupils have 
begun to return? The NSPCC podcasts provide insight into the challenges safeguarding children 
remotely. View the pre recorded podcasts here: NSPCC COVID Podcast  
 
 
The NSPCC have produced an overview summary which was updated on 03.07.2020.  
The briefings answer frequently asked questions including: 

 who has to go to school? 
 how should attendance be monitored? 
 what happens if nominated child protection leads need to self-isolate or become ill? 
 what should schools do about free school meals? 
 what happens with families who have contract arrangements or where parents are 

separated? 
You can download the briefing here: https://learning.nspcc.org.uk/research-
resources/2020/coronavirus-briefing-safeguarding-guidance-information-schools    
 
 
The NSPCC will be updating the briefings as and when DfE issue guidance. 
 
Some fantistic tips on recognicing abuse and neglect during lockdwon can be found here: NSPCC 
LOCKDOWN 
 
 
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/schools-and-colleges-to-reopen-in-full-in-september
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/actions-for-schools-during-the-coronavirus-outbreak/guidance-for-full-opening-schools
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/education-plans-from-september-2020
https://learning.nspcc.org.uk/news/2020/june/podcast-returning-to-school-post-lockdown?utm_source=Corona-newsletter&utm_medium=Post-lockdown-Ret&utm_campaign=202007_Corona
https://learning.nspcc.org.uk/research-resources/2020/coronavirus-briefing-safeguarding-guidance-information-schools
https://learning.nspcc.org.uk/research-resources/2020/coronavirus-briefing-safeguarding-guidance-information-schools
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/reporting-abuse/coronavirus-abuse-neglect-vulnerable-children/
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/reporting-abuse/coronavirus-abuse-neglect-vulnerable-children/
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Preparations 

Preparations for the summer break 
 
Out-of-school settings (OOSS) play an important role in providing enriching activities, giving 
children the opportunity to socialise with others outside their household and promoting their 
wellbeing. We also recognise the importance of these settings in providing additional childcare 
options to parents and carers, particularly those with younger children, who may need to return to 
or continue to work during the school holidays.  
Providers of out-of-school and holiday activities may operate from a range of premises including 
schools and other regulated educational institutions. See here for the DfE guidance on holiday 
clubs:DfE Holidayclub guidance  
 
As things change, it’s important to ensure that children are kept safe and that everyone, including 
children, parents and carers and staff, feel supported. 
The government has issued guidance for parents about any out-of-school settings they use for 
their children. The guidance includes a section about choosing a suitable provider and provides 
some examples of positive signs to look out for when choosing an out-of-school setting for your 
child. 
The DfE have also issued guidance to parents about holiday clubs which can be  
accessed here:DfE Parents guide to Holidayclubs 
 
Online Tutors – Safeguarding Considerations 
 
Parents and students may well feel that they have gaps which tutors can fill over the summer as 
we come out of the lockdown period, will be in tutoring, both online and in-person. 
Tutoring is not a well-regulated industry and essentially anyone can just set up as a tutor whatever 
their skills, qualifications or background history. 
 
South West Grid for Learning have created two articles looking at the safeguarding issues for both 
tutors and those engaging them. 
 
How to become an Online Tutor 
https://swgfl.org.uk/magazine/how-to-become-an-online-tutor-safeguarding-considerations/ 
 
Online Tutoring – Safeguarding Considerations for Schools 
https://swgfl.org.uk/magazine/online-tutoring-safeguarding-considerations-for-schools/ 
 

 
A Thames Valley Police letter with a list of resources for staying safe online for CYP and Parents 
and carers will be circulated to all schools to share with children, young people and parents/carers 
over the coming days. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/protective-measures-for-holiday-or-after-school-clubs-and-other-out-of-school-settings-for-children-during-the-coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak/protective-measures-for-out-of-school-settings-during-the-coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-for-parents-and-carers-of-children-attending-out-of-school-settings-during-the-coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak/guidance-for-parents-and-carers-of-children-attending-out-of-school-settings-during-the-coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak
https://swgfl.org.uk/magazine/how-to-become-an-online-tutor-safeguarding-considerations/
https://swgfl.org.uk/magazine/online-tutoring-safeguarding-considerations-for-schools/
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https://www.citizensinpolicing.net/police-forces/thames-valley-police/&psig=AOvVaw3LujXSvnFIc9Pc1EJKslVp&ust=1594308293304000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCPiaiLD7veoCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAD
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Online Safety over Summer  
 

 
 
Please ensure the safe online messages are shared with both parents/carers and young 
people.  A range of guides parents and carers can be found here: 
Reviews for parents and carers about the most popular social networks, apps and games  

 
A guide about the pressures children and young people feel from social media linked to 
social media influencers 
 
A comprehensive range of resources for children, young people and parents and carers 
can be found in the attachment below. 

Resources - ONLINE 
SAFETY v1.pdf

 
 
Call the NSPCC helpline for support and advice if you have a concern for your own or another 
child’s safety on 0808 800 5000 
 

 
 
NSPCC: Coronavirus Helpline  
The NSPCC Helpline can be reached 24 hours a day by email, at help@nspcc.org.uk, or through 
its online reporting form on the main NSPCC website. Helpline practitioners can be contacted on 
0808 800 5000 Monday to Friday 8am-10pm or 9am-6pm at the weekends. 
 
 
DfE coronavirus helpline | Telephone 0800 046 8687  
If you have a query about coronavirus (COVID-19) relating to schools and other  
educational establishments, in England contact the DfE dedicated helpline.  
Lines are open Monday to Friday from 8am to 6pm and weekends 10am to 4pm. 
 
Free Summer activities for Young people  
 
Please see poster on next page which offers FREE activities for children and young people over 
the summer period from YES. Please share these widely. 
 
 

 

DfE guidance for parents - online harms 

 

The government has produced a useful webpage listing sources of advice and support for keeping 
their children safe for parents. DfE Parents guide 

There are reports the Blue Whale App has resurfaced again 
recently. The "Blue Whale challenge" was reported last year to 
be an online "suicide game" aimed at teenagers which set 50 
tasks over 50 days. 
Support for parents about managing challenges can be 
accessed here if you want to share some safety planning: 
https://nationalonlinesafety.com/guides/what-parents-need-
to-know-about-online-challenges 
 
 

https://www.net-aware.org.uk/networks/
https://nationalonlinesafety.com/guides/social-pressures-linked-to-social-media-influencers
https://nationalonlinesafety.com/guides/social-pressures-linked-to-social-media-influencers
mailto:help@nspcc.org.uk
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https://sensortower.com/blog/top-apps-worldwide-q2-2019-downloads-data-digest&psig=AOvVaw2TiZQMv6yzeQcTqHWZpY_e&ust=1594308423368000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCMjo2u_7veoCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAD
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-keeping-children-safe-from-abuse-and-harm/advice-to-parents-and-carers-on-keeping-children-safe-from-abuse-and-harm
https://nationalonlinesafety.com/guides/what-parents-need-to-know-about-online-challenges
https://nationalonlinesafety.com/guides/what-parents-need-to-know-about-online-challenges
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The Safer Slough Partnership are running a town wide Jubilee River Water Safety Campaign to 
raise the profile young people going for ‘swims’ during the summer and highlighting the dangers 
associated with it. 

 

 


