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Early Years and Prevention Service
Weekly News Bulletin: 29th July 2020

Contents
· Actions for early years and childcare providers during the coronavirus (COVID-19) outbreak
· Actions for schools during the coronavirus outbreak
· Early years foundation stage statutory framework (EYFS): First Aid
· Face Coverings
· Guidance for schools on the winter flu programme
· Guidance on the coronavirus (COVID-19) catch-up premium
· Local lockdowns: guidance for education and childcare settings
· Prepare for the return to school with Mentally Healthy Schools
· DfE Early Years Qualifications
· Berkshire Opportunities
· Coronavirus: How will school be different in September?
· Tes: 3 things all EYFS teachers should remember in September
· Top tips for Autistic and ADHD children returning to school September 2020
· Steps to take following the death of a colleague in children’s services
· National impact of COVID: Early years and childcare

Actions for early years and childcare providers during the coronavirus (COVID-19) outbreak
Actions for early years and childcare providers during the coronavirus (COVID-19) outbreak
What childcare services early years settings, childminders and local authorities need to provide during the coronavirus (COVID-19) outbreak.
Updated to reflect changes in legislation to the 30 hours free entitlement and information on the validity of Paediatric First-Aid certificates.
27 July 2020

Actions for schools during the coronavirus outbreak
Actions for schools during the coronavirus outbreak
What all schools will need to do during the coronavirus (COVID-19) outbreak from the start of the autumn term.
Guidance updated to provide more advice and clarity on some aspects of the return to school in the autumn.
27 July 2020

Early years foundation stage statutory framework (EYFS) 
The standards that school and childcare providers must meet for the learning, development and care of children from birth to 5. 
Published 31 March 2014 
Last updated 28 July 2020
Updated to reflect the extension of the validity of current PFA certificates.

6.2 Paediatric first aid
The changes

The requirement for at least one person who has a full PFA certificate to be on the premises at all times when children are present remains in place where there are children below the age of 24 months. Paragraph 3.25 and annex A of the EYFS set out more detail. However, if children are aged 2 to 5 within a setting, providers must use their ‘best endeavours’ to ensure one person with a full PFA certificate is on-site when children are present. If after using best endeavours they are still unable to secure a member of staff with full PFA to be on site then they must carry out a written risk assessment and ensure that someone with a current first aid at work or emergency PFA certification is on site at all times children are on premises.

‘Best endeavours’ means to identify and take all the steps possible within your power, which could, if successful, ensure there is a paediatric first aider on site when a setting is open, as per the usual EYFS requirement on PFA.

Please note this does not apply for childminders as they must already have a full PFA certificate.

New entrants (levels 2 and 3) will not need to hold a PFA certificate within their first 3 months in order to be counted in staff: child ratios, during the coronavirus (COVID-19) outbreak.

Additionally, if PFA certificate requalification training is prevented for reasons associated directly with the coronavirus (COVID-19) outbreak, or by complying with related government advice, the validity of current certificates can be extended to 25 November 2020 at the latest. This applies to certificates expiring on or after 16 March 2020.

If asked to do so providers should be able to explain why the first aider has not been able to requalify and demonstrate what steps have taken to access the training. Employers or certificate holders must do their best to arrange requalification training at the earliest opportunity. The practical elements of PFA courses should be delivered face to face, so that competency can be properly assessed.

Providers remain responsible for ensuring all children in their care are kept safe at all times.

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/early-years-foundation-stage-framework--2/early-years-foundation-stage-coronavirus-disapplications 

Face Coverings
· Full guidance on wearing face coverings has been published. 
· From 24th July, face coverings become compulsory to wear in additional enclosed public spaces in England, including when buying food and drink to take away from cafes and shops, although not in hospitality settings, such as restaurants with table service.
· Face coverings will not be mandatory for children under the age of 11 or people with disabilities or certain health conditions, such as respiratory or cognitive impairments.
· The rules for shops will be enforced by the police, with anyone disregarding them at risk of a fine of up to £100. This will be reduced to £50 if the fine is paid within 14 days.

Please can you remind all staff and families of the importance of face coverings
A face covering does not have to be a mask, it can be a scarf or piece of fabric
The important thing is that it covers both nose and mouth
Please see the publicity material below which can use as appropriate.
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Guidance for schools on the winter flu programme
On Friday, the Department for Health and Social Care announced details of its expanded winter flu programme to protect vulnerable people and support the NHS, which includes: 
	· a free vaccine to be made available for people aged 50 – 64 later in the year
· households of those on the Shielded Patient List becoming eligible for free flu vaccinations
· the school programme expanded to the first year of secondary schools for the first time


Public Health England has published guidance on the expansion of the school programme and what this means in practice. This guidance has been produced to assist all school staff and headteachers with any questions about the nasal spray flu vaccination being offered to children during the autumn term 2020 and includes frequently asked questions. It is for school teaching and support staff and headteachers. It is not intended for children, parents or guardians, who will receive their own dedicated information at the appropriate time. 

Guidance on the coronavirus (COVID-19) catch-up premium
In June, the DfE announced a £1 billion catch-up package to support pupils who may have fallen behind due to lost teaching time as a result of the coronavirus (COVID-19) outbreak. This package includes: 
	· a one-off universal £650 million catch-up premium for the 2020-21 academic year to ensure that schools have the support they need to help all pupils make up for lost teaching time. This funding will be available for all state-funded mainstream and special schools, and alternative provision.
· a £350 million National Tutoring Programme to provide additional, targeted support for those children and young people who need the most help.


Full details on eligibility, funding allocation, payments and use of the funds can be found in the guidance on the coronavirus (COVID-19) catch-up premium. 

Local lockdowns: guidance for education and childcare settings
On 18 July, all additional lockdown restrictions were lifted in areas outside of Leicester City, Oadby and Wigston. This includes Charnwood and Blaby which are no longer in the local lockdown zone. Those areas outside of Leicester City, Oadby and Wigston will now return to national social distancing guidelines and educational and childcare settings in these areas that would normally be open over the summer period can continue to operate in line with national guidance.
From 24 July, some relaxation of restrictions will be allowed in Leicester City, Oadby and Wigston. We have updated our guidance for nurseries, childminders, schools and colleges in light of these continued restrictions. 

Prepare for the return to school with Mentally Healthy Schools
Although some children have returned to school already, for many, the new autumn term will be their first time stepping into a classroom since lockdown began. Understandably, this may be a strange or worrying time for some children, parents and carers, and schools.

Mentally Healthy Schools is a primary school website that has produced a new toolkit of resources for schools and families, all focused on making sure the return to classrooms in the autumn is a mentally healthy one.
Early Years Qualifications
Check early years qualifications

Find out if a person’s qualifications allow them to work in an early years setting, and if you can include them in staff:child ratios.

Change made
Updates to level 3 qualifications early years educator criteria, level 2 early years practitioner apprenticeship standards and level 2 literacy and numeracy qualifications.

Berkshire Opportunities
THE GATEWAY TO EXPLORE JOBS, APPRENTICESHIPS AND COURSES IN BERKSHIRE
https://www.berkshireopportunities.co.uk/ 
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Coronavirus: How will school be different in September?
Plans for how schools in England should be run when students return have been announced by the government. https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/53256134 




Tes: 3 things all EYFS teachers should remember in September 
Teachers must not overlook the reality of how impactful lost social time will be on young learners - so recalibrating your thinking is vital.

No two days are ever the same in the EYFS. 
Classrooms are constantly abuzz with laughter, chatter and discovery learning.

At the beginning of a child’s academic journey, play, social interaction and wellbeing are crucial.
And EYFS provides the foundations for children to prepare them for a lifetime of teamwork, self-development and conflict resolution that is necessary to succeed both in school and thereafter.  

So, how then do we ensure that this is not lost after students have spent one-third of the most important years of school learning remotely?

Read more: https://www.tes.com/news/eyfs-international-teaching-social-development-vital 

Top tips for Autistic and ADHD children returning to school September 2020




Steps to take following the death of a colleague in children’s services 
Actions for employers and providers following a coronavirus (COVID-19) related death of a carer or colleague across children’s services. https://www.gov.uk/guidance/steps-to-take-following-the-death-of-a-colleague-in-childrens-services 
National impact of COVID: Early years and childcare

EASING OF LOCKDOWN 
· From Saturday 18th July, local authorities will have new powers to quickly respond to a serious and imminent threat of COVID-19 in their area.
· Local authorities can now close individual premises and public outdoor places, restrict events with immediate effect if they conclude it is necessary and proportionate to do so, make an application to a court to impose restrictions or requirements to close contaminated premises and public spaces, close a food business if there is an imminent risk of injury to health, or close a business by way of a Hygiene Emergency Prohibition Notice if the Regulations have not been followed and this in itself creates an imminent risk of injury to health.
· In addition, local authorities may also seek support from ministers to use powers under the Coronavirus Act 2020 to close schools or limit schools to set year groups attendance, to cancel or place restrictions on organised events or gatherings, or to close premises.
· Gyms will open in England from tomorrow with strict social distancing guidelines including capacity limits, reduced class sizes, equipment spaced out, improved ventilation, and customers will be encouraged to shower and change at home.
· Indoor performances to live audiences will also restart in August, subject to pilots. Larger gatherings in sports stadiums will also be piloted with a view to reopening in the autumn. Wedding receptions for up to 30 people will also be allowed.
· Most remaining leisure settings, including bowling, skating rinks, casinos and close-contact services such as beauticians will be allowed to reopen from 1st August, but nightclubs and soft play areas will stay closed.
· From 1st August, it will be up to employers to discuss with their workers whether it is safe to return to work. Workplaces are expected to carry out a risk assessment and should display the Government’s Staying COVID-19 Secure in 2020 notice, to show they have complied with the guidance on managing the risk of coronavirus.
· Anybody may use public transport now, although it is still advisable to consider alternative means of transport where they are available.

FLU VACCINE
· 30 million people will be offered the flu vaccine this year. This includes all over-50’s, those on the shielding list and the people they live with, those with medical conditions (diabetes, heart failure and asthma), all primary school children and Year 7 pupils, and pregnant women. This is intended to avoid the flu season combined with coronavirus overwhelming hospitals.

[bookmark: _GoBack]ESOL FUNDING – Slough is one of 30 local authorities that have been successful in securing a share of the £5.1 million Integration Fund for the English for Speakers of Other Languages (ESOL), which aims at helping residents with little or no English language skills to improve their language skills in order to better engage with their local communities.
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Apprenticeships Guidance

Interested in pursuing an
apprenticeship? Read more about
the routes and available help to
get you started.
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either industry or role.
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NABU

NABU's mission

NABU is a New York-based 501(c)(3) non-profit organization, with a mission to
solve the imbalance in children’s book creation and distribution, so all children
can read and rise to their full potential. We disrupt the cycle of poverty by
leveraging technology to publish children’s books for free on digital platforms in
mother tongue languages.

About the Health - COVID-19 Collection

As we publish this book in April 2020, the world is facing a global pandemic
which will impact children and their families in every country. As a result of
COVID-19, an estimated 1.37 billion students globally are out of school today and
face interruptions to their learning. As a digital platform, NABU is providing the
most vulnerable children with resources at home to ensure that they are able to
stay safe and continue their learning. Moreover, misinformation about the virus
is pervasive, and parents and families need access to accurate information and
sensitive ways to talk to their children about the virus, to help keep them and
their communities safe.

In response, NABU created this collection with the support of experts in the
field of health, neuroscience and child development, and a team of authors who
pitched in to create information-rich, compelling stories. Created in Rwanda and
illustrated by NABU's incredible Rwandan illustrators, the stories were published
in Kinyarwanda, and also made available in English for families globally. Wherever
you are reading, we hope you and your family stay safe and that this story brings
you comfort and hope for brighter days ahead.

NABU & e-Bug

‘My Back to School Bubble’ is an original NABU title, written by Hilary Rogers
and proudly produced by NABU in collaboration with e-Bug. e-Bug is a free
educational resource for classroom and home use and makes learning about
micro-organisms, the spread, prevention and treatment of infection fun and
accessible for all teachers and students.

This work is licensed under the Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial-NoDerivatives
4.0 International License. To view a copy of this license, visit http://creativecommons.org/licenses/
by-nc-nd/4.0/ or send a letter to Creative Commons, PO Box 1866, Mountain View, CA 94042, USA.





My Back to School Bubble

AUTHOR:
Hilary Rogers

ILLUSTRATORS:
Kevin Ntwali, Odile Uwera,
Emmanuel Bagirishya & Bruno Iradukunda

CREATIVE DIRECTOR & EDITOR:
Michael Ross
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| am going back to school! | can’t wait.
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But | have lots of worries about it, too.
| can feel the excitement and worry
swirling inside me.
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Then | remember my bubble will keep
me safe so | don’t need to worry!





Speaking of bubbles, what if my
friends aren’t in my bubble?





But | am not alone in my bubble.
| can make new friends.
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Speaking of new, I might have a new
teacher! | am nervous about that

- - \\





But | am not alone in my bubble. | will soon
get to know my different teacher.
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Speaking of different, | might have a
different classroom. | am worried | will
forget where to go.






But | am not alone in my bubble. | can
always ask my teachers which way to go!
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| might make a mistake but EVERYONE
makes mistakes. It's good to ask for help!
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Speaking of mistakes, what if | forget to
wash my hands? What if | don’t sneeze
into my elbow?
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It's ok to make mistakes. We will work
together to remember to cover our
coughs and sneezes.
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Speaking of hands, | am not allowed to hug
my friends right now.
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But | am not alone in my bubble. We can
use our mouthstosmile and talkand laugh!
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Speaking of hugs, | am going to miss my
family when | am at school. | will give
everyone extra hugs in the morning. | will
give everyone extra hugs when | get home.






We are in this together. We are not alone!

16





NABU

About NABU Stories

NABU creates children’s stories with a cultural point of view. Children
who are exposed to multiple cultures and languages are more likely
to become lifelong learners and compassionate global citizens. We
believe that culturally relevant stories that reflect who children see
when they look in the mirror help to develop healthy self-esteem and
a sense of pride, and children who learn about cultures different from
their own are much more likely to develop into adults who value the
dignity of human life and making the world a better place for all.

NABU and e-Bug wish to thank everyone who contributed to the
storybook, including Public Health England and Department for
Education colleagues, such as children, young people and families
centre Leads, early years settings group representatives, health
protection teams, behavioural scientists, as well as local authority
representatives, teachers, parents / carers (and their children).

KEVIN NTWALI
e kevntwali3@gmail.com
m. + 250 781 950 902

EMMANUEL BAGIRISHYA
e bagemmanuell9@gmailcom
m. + 250 7864 47149

BRUNO IRADUKUNDA
e. iradubru@gmail.com
m. + 250 783 241528

ODILE UWERA
e odile@nabu.org
m. +250 783 829 257

The lllustrations in ‘My Back to School Bubble' were proudly
produced by Kevin Ntwali, Emmanuel Bagirishya, Odile Uwera and
Bruno Iradukunda under the guidance of Nabu's creative director.
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Top tips for Autistic
and ADHD children
returning to school
September 2020.
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Support your child/young
person’s self-esteem.

— Give lots of time on their special interests and sometimes
join them in the activity.

— Ask for their help and advice with things you need to do,
and show that you value their opinion.

Try to create a “low arousal”
home environment to maintain
well-being.

— Reduce demands made on your child/young person.
— Pick your battles.
— Give lots of time for relaxation.

— Stick to a consistent daily routine with lots of predictability.

Practise social skills.

— Encourage your child/young person to join in with social
events with familiar people.

— Build time out of their bedroom into the daily routine, even
if only for brief periods.






Get into the routine.

— Get up/go to bed at roughly the same times each day.

— Practise self-help/independence skills as part of the daily
roufine.

— Establish strong bedtime routines well before the start of
term.

— Put together a calendar to show how many weeks until the
start of term.

— Have separate timetables for each week of the holidays
which emphasise all the positive things happening that
week and distract from worries about September.

Make school feel familiar.

- Make frequent visits to the school site. Practise the journey.
Walk round the perimeter. Go inside if possible.

— Wash the school uniform to soften the material and make
it smell right. Leave it hanging up where it can be seen or
practise wearing it around the house so it becomes
comfortable and familiar.

— Use school lunch box at home.

— Use school bag and pencil case etc at home.






Remind of the positives.

— Look back over memories of good times at school - photos,
certificates, art work efc.

— Re-awaken interest in favourite subjects by watching TV
documentaries etc

Keep to the facts.

— Find out about changes to school and explain them to your
child as simply as possible using visuals and social stories.
Emphasise the things that are staying the same.

— Set aside specific times to talk about school. Try not to talk
about it outside of this time but note down worries and
questions to be sure they are all addressed.

— Tell your child what will be happening at school and what
they will be allowed to do, rather than phrasing everything
as a negative.

Useful links.

National Autistic Society back to school guide
https://bit.ly/39Btgqgs

Government advice about SEND children’s return to
school

https://bit.ly/2P2Swwa
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