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Children and Families, Early Years Division 
Weekly News Bulletin: 10th March 2021 
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Message to education leaders from the Secretary of State for Education, Gavin Williamson
As schools and colleges welcome all children and young people back this week, I wanted to write to all of you to express my sincere thanks for all of your hard work.
During my visits to 3 schools in the last week, I have been extremely impressed by the continuing commitment, resolve and dedication of staff and pupils.
I have seen for myself the amazing job that schools and colleges are doing in the face of the unprecedented demands we are all dealing with as a result of the pandemic.
Leaders, teachers, support staff and all those who are essential to the running of schools and colleges have worked tirelessly to provide both face-to-face provision for vulnerable children and the children of critical workers, alongside remote education for those who have had to stay at home. Some, including early years, special schools and alternative provision settings, have remained open to all of their pupils throughout.
I know that, in addition, a huge amount of work has gone into preparations for the full return, with schools and colleges up and down the country getting ready to welcome pupils back to the classroom. This includes the incredibly impressive testing operations that have been set up across secondary schools and colleges.
From speaking with parents, pupils, teachers, leaders, unions and other sector representatives, I know the lengths you have gone, to implement and maintain vital measures to minimise risks and help to make sure that children and young people get the education they deserve.
I am extremely thankful to you and your staff. It is thanks to you that the country is able to begin step 1 of the government’s roadmap out of lockdown.
The children and young people at your schools and colleges are our shared future. I am very grateful for all you have done for them over these past long weeks and months.
 My very best wishes for the weeks ahead.
The Rt Hon Gavin Williamson CBE MP
Secretary of State for Education
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Pupils and students return to school and college from Monday 8 March
Pupils and students in all schools and further education settings return to face-to-face education
wraparound childcare can reopen and other children’s activities can restart only where it is needed to enable parents to work, attend education, seek medical care or attend a support group. Vulnerable children can attend childcare and other children’s activities in all circumstances

From today, as part of the educational setting status form, we have asked schools and colleges to provide information on settings offering onsite wraparound provision, the number of pupils including vulnerable children in wraparound provision, pupils with an education, health and care (EHC) plan or social worker and the number of those who could not be offered a place
Reporting missing test kit deliveries using the contact us form
Primary schools, attached nurseries, maintained nursery schools, secondary schools and colleges can use the contact us form to report any missing or damaged test kit deliveries. Before submitting a report for a missing delivery, please check that another member of staff has not accepted the delivery and allow 48 hours for re-delivery attempts. 
The cut-off point for orders is every Wednesday at 5pm. Orders are usually delivered within 7 working days. If you place your order after the cut-off point, please allow 12 working days to receive your delivery. 
Disposing of coronavirus (COVID-19) waste
The Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs has updated its guidance on how to dispose of waste during the coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic including face coverings, personal protective equipment (PPE) and waste from lateral flow device (LFD) test kits.
For schools and colleges, LFD waste is not considered to be healthcare waste. 
You should segregate LFD waste from any recyclable packaging or other material. Outer packaging provided with the LFD test kits can be recycled or disposed of through your existing waste streams.
Once a LFD test is complete all of the used LFD test kits (swabs, cartridges and devices) should be placed in the small waste bag provided with the kit, this should then be put in your black bag waste bins.  Any disposable equipment such as face coverings, gloves, or aprons worn during the LFD testing process, either by those doing the test or those supervising others, should be put in your black bag waste bins
Under your waste management duty of care you must ensure that all waste produced onsite, including from the LFD test kits, is handled appropriately by a licenced waste management company.
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Confirmatory PCR testing following a test at home
Around 1 in 3 people who have coronavirus (COVID-19) have no symptoms. By rolling out rapid testing to schools and universities at pace we are helping to uncover hidden cases of the virus, break the chains of transmission and stopping outbreaks before they get a chance to develop.
Students in secondary schools and colleges are currently testing on site – 3 tests, each 3 to 5 days apart – using Lateral Flow Devices (LFDs) as part of the rapid asymptomatic testing programme. Robust evaluations from PHE and the University of Oxford show that LFD tests are accurate, reliable and successfully identify those with coronavirus (COVID-19) who could pass on the virus without realising. The tests have extremely low rates of false positives. LFD tests taken on test sites, such as on school and college grounds, do not need a confirmatory PCR test. This is because these tests are done in a controlled environment and trained staff read the results.
If a pupil or student received a supervised school-based LFD test, as part of the rapid asymptomatic testing programme, and it was positive then they and other members of their household must self-isolate. PCR testing is not advised if you have received a positive result from an LFD test at a school or college test site. If a parent was to do this and it returned a negative result, the policy remains that the pupil or student, their close contacts, and other members of their household must still self-isolate. 
All positive results from rapid tests undertaken at home do need to be confirmed with a standard PCR test. This is because these tests are not conducted in a controlled environment and will not have trained staff on hand. Following positive LFD test at home, a confirmatory PCR test should be booked online or by calling 119. Whilst awaiting the PCR result, the pupil or student and their close contacts should self-isolate. If the PCR test is negative, it overrides the self-test LFD test (at home only) and a child can return to school.
Home Testing Kits for nurseries in the private, voluntary and independent (PVI) sector

Following the announcement on 22 February, nurseries in the private, voluntary and independent (PVI) sector will soon have access to home testing kits through the COVID-19 education testing programme.

PVI nurseries can expect to start receiving initial deliveries of testing supplies and instructions for use for asymptomatic testing from this Thursday 11 March. You will not need to place an order or take any specific steps to receive an initial delivery of testing supplies. The initial delivery of supplies should last around 3 to 4 weeks. 
Please make sure that someone is available who can accept the deliveries when they arrive. A delivery schedule will be circulated shortly which will provide details as to when your setting can expect its delivery. Please refer to this schedule in the first instance of any questions arising. 
The lateral flow device (LFD) test kits should be stored securely at a temperature between 2˚C and 30˚C and so must not be stored outside. 
You should not open the test kits or commence testing yet. We will circulate further guidance on asymptomatic home testing in the next couple of days. This will include in-depth guidance and webinars on how settings can manage the testing process. 
To add you to the education testing programme, Ofsted has provided your contact details to the Department for Education and Department of Health and Social Care. We will only use your contact details to update you with the latest information on the COVID-19 education testing programme. 
Kindest regards
Kate Cornish and May El Komy
Deputy Directors for Rapid Testing in Early Years
Published:  9 March 2021

Coronavirus (Covid-19) local restrictions in education and childcare settings

How settings can prepare for restrictions to help contain community transmission of coronavirus (COVID-19).
The contingency framework is a set of guiding principles designed to help decision makers when they are considering plans to apply, tighten or relax restrictions to education and childcare.
Nurseries, childminders, schools, 16 to 19 academies and further education (FE) providers should have a contingency plan for how they would operate if any of the approaches for easing and tightening of restrictions become necessary in their local area.
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Key points from Chancellor Rishi Sunak second Budget

Recovery Loan Scheme
A new recovery loan scheme to support access to finance for UK business as they grow and recover from the disruption of the COVID-19 pandemic.
The Recovery Loan Scheme ensures businesses of any size can continue to access loans and other kinds of finance up to £10 million per business once the existing COVID-19 loan schemes close, providing support as businesses recover and grow following the disruption of the pandemic and the end of the transition period.
Once received, the finance can be used for any legitimate business purpose, including growth and investment.
The government guarantees 80% of the finance to the lender to ensure they continue to have the confidence to lend to businesses.
The scheme launches on 6 April and is open until 31 December, subject to review. Loans will be available through a network of accredited lenders, whose names will be made public in due course.
Published:  3 March 2021


Extension of the Self-Employment Income Support Scheme (SEISS)
A fourth and fifth phase of SEISS grant will be available

The fourth SEISS grant will run from February to April 2021. Businesses will get 80% of trading profits up to £7,500.

The fifth SEISS grant will be open for claims in late July, covering May 2021 onwards. Businesses reporting a fall in turnover  of 30% and above will get an 80% of three months average trading profits. Those reporting a fall in turnover of less than 30% will get a reduced grant of 30%. 

Find out if you are eligible here 
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Actions for early years and childcare providers during the coronavirus (COVID-19) outbreak
Page summary:
What childcare services early years settings, childminders and local authorities need to provide during the coronavirus (COVID-19) outbreak.
Change made:
‘Actions for early years and childcare providers during the coronavirus (COVID-19) outbreak’ document updated to correct formatting and links.
Time updated:
1:55pm, 5 March 2021
Guidance for schools: coronavirus (COVID-19)
Page summary:
What school leaders, teachers and school staff need to do during the coronavirus (COVID-19) outbreak.
Change made:
Added ‘Awarding qualifications in summer 2021’ and ‘Quarantine arrangements for boarding school students from red list countries’ to the collection.
Time updated:
2:47pm, 5 March 2021


Ofsted Coronavirus (Covid-19) Rolling Update

Ofsted guidance and information relating to coronavirus (COVID-19) for schools, early years, children's social care and further education and skills providers.

Ofsted has updated the early years and childcare section of its coronavirus (COVID-19) rolling update to inform providers that notifications of confirmed cases of coronavirus (COVID-19) will not prompt a regulatory visit.
Updated:  5 March 2021

Reported Coronavirus (Covid-19) cases by registered early years and childcare settings

Updated:  8 March 2021
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 Protect yourself from scams
As part of the Budget, the Chancellor today announced a Taxpayer Protection Taskforce to tackle the minority who deliberately claim money they’re not entitled to. If you suspect fraud, please report it using our online form. Go to GOV‌‌.UK and search 'Report fraud to HMRC' for more information.
Stay vigilant about scams, which may mimic government messages as a way of appearing authentic. Search 'scams' on GOV‌.UK for information on how to recognise genuine HMRC contact. You can forward suspicious emails claiming to be from HMRC to phishing@hmrc.gov.uk and texts to 60599.
Access the National Cyber Security Centre’s guide on how to stay secure online and protect yourself and your business against cyber crime Cyber Aware
[image: ]
The Government has launched a consultation on a ‘Protect Duty’ which seeks to improve security and organisational preparedness at a wide range of publicly accessible locations, including education settings in the UK. The consultation will run until 2 July 2021.
The consultation will seek views on:
· who would a Duty apply to?
· what would a proposed Duty require stakeholders to do?
· how should compliance work?
· how would Government support those affected by a Duty?
Anyone in the UK who is linked to education or has an interest in education, such as parents or educators can take part in the consultation here

Funded Early Education
Summer term 2021

The (Headcount) Forecast for Summer 2021 (1/4/2021 to 31/8/2021) will be sent out on Friday 12th March 2021. You will have 2 weeks to complete this. If you have any problems logging in or completing the task, please call Sandra on 01753 875719 or Balli on 01753 476575



Slough Borough Council
Covid-19 Directory of Resources and Support 

Slough Borough Council has put together a ‘Covid-19 Directory of Resources and Support for Education Providers in Slough’.  This gives information about all the different resources/services across Slough Borough Council who are able to offer support to education providers during Covid-19.

We hope that you will find this a useful resource and please make contact with us via the Directory if we can support you and your school in any way.








Updates for Parents

What parents and carers need to know about early years providers, schools and colleges during COVID-19
Page summary:
Information for parents and carers about attending schools, nurseries and colleges in the spring term 2021.
Change made:
Added information on asymptomatic testing for parents and adults in households with children at school or college.
Time updated:
7:33pm, 5 March 2021
Rt Hon Vicky Ford MP
Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State for Children and Families

Open Letter to parents and carers of children and young people with SEND 

Published:  5 March 2021




Slough Family Information Service
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Information on the Slough Holiday and Activities Food Programme can be found  here
Slough Special Voices:  Newsletter No: 90                






Autism and ADHD Support
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GEMS is for children, young people and adults who are diagnosed with, or who may have, autism and/or attention deficit hyperactivity disorder (ADHD). The service also supports parents and carers. Whatever stage of your autism/ADHD journey you are at – pre-assessment or post-diagnosis – GEMS offers a single point of contact where you can access information, advice and support.
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Covid-19 Directory of Resources and 
Support for Education Providers in Slough


Children and Families - Attendance
Interim Attendance 
Team - Service 
Manager


Farah Malik 
farah.malik@slough.gov.uk 


1.    Support Slough Schools and parents with LA guidance on attendance based information to ensure 
all statutory school age children are attending school and support  schools through enforcement 
action. 


2.    Support children who are Children Missing Education (CME) with appropriate action to ensure a 
school place is provided. 


3.    Support parents and schools with guidance on Elective Home Education, and tracking of children 
whose parents have opted for EHE.  


Children Missing 
from Education Lead


Iram Basharat 
iram.basharat@slough.gov.uk


Support children who are Children Missing Education (CME) with appropriate action to ensure a school 
place is provided.


Elective Home 
Education


Manjelo Thandiwe 
manjelo.thandiwe@slough.gov.uk 


Support parents and schools with guidance on Elective Home Education, and tracking of children whose 
parents have opted for EHE.


Children and Families - Early Years
Quality, Care and 
Learning


earlyyears@slough.gov.uk 
01753 476554 
www.slough.gov.uk/early-years-
childcare/support-together-early-
education-resources-steer/1 
www.slough.gov.uk/early-years-
childcare


1.    Support calls to EY providers; including SEND support, provision and practice, attendance data, 
home learning, risk assessments, and other concerns raised during the pandemic. 


2.    EY news bulletins weekly with key information disseminated from DFE. 
3.    Termly network meetings including SENDCo, EY Cluster and I Talk (ELLPs); key messages to support 


education and guidance in response to/impact of Covid-19. 
4.    Training to EY sector online.



http://www.slough.gov.uk/early-years-childcare/support-together-early-education-resources-steer/1
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Children’s Centres Marie-Claire Avis 
Senior Co-ordinator for Children’s Centres. 
Marie-Claire.Davern@slough.gov.uk 


Slough Borough Council manages the network of 10 children’s centres which are strategically located to 
serve the entire population of Slough; address and locations can be found here. 
1.    Universal services open to all residents of Slough, including health drop in and checks, speech and 


language drop in service, little learners groups, adult learning, and groups for families. 
2.    Early years provision is open to all. 
3.    Early years (including full day care) integrated with free early learning for two, three and four year 


olds, including the extended entitlement - 30 hrs. and wrap around and collection services with the 
school on a shared site. 


4.    Targeted services including tailored early help for families. 


Health Improvement 
Officer, Children and 
Families


Jacqui Shadrache 
jacqui.shadrache@slough.gov.uk 
07889 304302 


1.    Support EY settings,  parents and partner agencies  to promote and establish the best health 
improvement messages and practices, with the focus on oral health, healthy eating and nutrition, 
physical activity and mental health. 


2.    To plan, and deliver health promotions,  health education and interventions for parents and carers 
in early years settings, contributing to improved health and reducing inequalities for children in 
Slough. 


3.    To support and lead in the delivery and establishment of the Early Years health and wellbeing 
accreditation Kite Mark  to Private voluntary and independent nurseries, maintained nurseries, 
children’s centres, childminders and schools.  


4.    Partner with the Schools health and wellbeing project officer to develop and deliver mental health 
and emotional wellbeing training for early years settings. 


Children and Families – Targeted Services
Family Information 
Service


www.sloughfamilyservices.org.uk/kb5/
sloughcst/directory/home.page


1.    Direct signposting to universal and targeted services and support within the community. 
2.    Virtual FIS sessions for school staff to raise awareness of community services available.  


Early Help Service www.sloughfamilyservices.org.uk/kb5/
sloughcst/directory/earlyhelp.page 


Targeted Family Support for vulnerable children and families, working in partnership with schools and 
education to ensure safeguarding and welfare. 



https://www.sloughfamilyservices.org.uk/kb5/sloughcst/directory/directory.page?directorychannel=4
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SEND Information 
Advice and Support 
Service (SENDIASS)


www.slough.gov.uk/educational-
support-services/slough-send-
information-advice-support-service-sen
diass 
Pride Sumbachundu 
pride.sumbachundu@slough.gov.uk 
 


1.    Through the service’s virtual offer, we have provided connectivity, emotional health check-ins, and 
worked more flexibly to support needs of families.  


2.    Signposting children, young people and parents to alternative and additional sources of advice, 
information and support that may be available locally or nationally. 


3.    Individual casework and representation for those who need it. Support in attending meetings, 
contributing to assessments and reviews and participating in decisions about outcomes for the child 
or young person. 


4.    Helping children, young people and their families when things go wrong at any point in education, 
health and social care. 


5.    Supporting children, young people and parents in arranging or attending early disagreement 
resolution meetings. 


6.    Supporting children, young people and parents in managing mediation, appeals to the First-tier 
Tribunal (Special Educational Needs and Disability), exclusions and complaints on matters related to 
SEN and disability. 


7.    Making children, young people and parents aware of the local authority’s services for resolving 
disagreements and for mediation, and on the routes of appeal and complaint on matters related to 
SEN and disability. 


8.    Provision of advice through individual casework and through work with parent carer support 
groups, local SEN youth forums or disability groups, or training events.


Getting Help Service 
(Mental Health)


https://cypf.berkshirehealthcare.nhs.uk
/our-services/children-and-adolescent-
mental-health-services-camhs/mental-
health-support-and-getting-help-teams
/


1.    Short-term support (around six to eight sessions) for children and young people with low to 
moderate mental health issues. 


2.    All therapeutic interventions are discussed with the child or young person and their parent/carer (as 
appropriate). 


3.    Signposting to other services and support you to access more intensive CAMHS if it is needed.


Targeted Youth 
Support


Andalina Kolsawala 
andalina.kolsawala@slough.gov.uk 
Early Help Hub - Targeted Youth Support  
youthsupport@slough.gov.uk 
01753 476589 
 


Includes: Targeted Youth Workers, Return Home Interviewer, Young Carers Coordinator, Child Sexual 
Exploitation /ENGAGE youth workers, NEET/RONI youth workers (from April 2021), Young Peoples 
Practitioners (from April 2021). 
1.    Screening of all targeted and CSE referrals. 
2.    Complete all return home interviews for young people. 
3.    Provide targeted youth support interventions within schools and public spaces. 
4.    Complete young carers assessments and signpost to relevant support services. 
5.    Point of contact for support for liaison regarding young peoples issues. 



http://www.slough.gov.uk/educational-support-services/slough-send-information-advice-support-service-sendiass
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Education and Inclusion - Integrated Support Service
Educational 
Psychologists 
and ASD/SEND 
Teacher Advisors 


ISSadmin@slough.gov.uk 
01753 787660 
www.sloughfamilyservices.org.uk/kb5/
sloughcst/directory/service.page?id=rk
R7qVXQgHg 
 


1.    Critical Incident support – advice and support for settings in the event of the death of a child or staff 
member. 


2.    Online webinar resources for teachers (Resilience, Readiness and Recovery) - focused on building 
resilience, readiness for transitions, coping with bereavement and managing anxiety  
www.youtube.com/channel/UCSS1rNoVkOPiLYgdiNg_vaw/playlists 


3.    Consultation and advice relating to mental health needs of pupils and staff, and meeting the needs 
of children with SEND (part of traded offer). 


4.    Ongoing delivery of traded and statutory EP services. 


Education and Inclusion - School Effectiveness Team
Covid-19 Schools 
Programme Officer


Heather Cook 
heather.cook@slough.gov.uk 
07837 725098 
 


1.    Gatekeeper and Single Point of Contact (SPOC) for the Covid-19 response to education. 
2.    Supporting education settings around interpreting current national and regional guidance and their 


response to Covid-19.  
3.    Conduit between schools, Education Team, Public Health and Duty Desk around all aspects of  


Covid-19 including Lateral Flow Testing, vaccinations, laptops and school meals. 
4.    Collating information from schools around vulnerable children/young people known to Slough 


Children’s Services Trust.


Education 
Safeguarding Officer 
 


Jatinder Matharu 
jatinder.matharu@slough.gov.uk 
01753 875068 
07714 858213 


1.    Local and national guidance, information, advice, training, guidance and support for DSLs on  
Covid-19 policy addendums.  


2.    DSL termly safeguarding newsletter (monthly in last lockdown due to sheer volume of guidance). 
3.    Termly DSL Network Meetings (which were monthly in last lockdown). 
4.    Supporting and managing Ofsted/DfE complaints including school follow up.  
5.    Supporting schools with professional escalation on cases.  
6.    Contribute professional judgement and expert subject knowledge to safeguarding reviews, case 


audits and death overview panels and disseminate lessons learnt from local and national SCR’s. 
7.    Leading on CPD for the education workforce creating a highly competent and participative 


workforce by strengthening the practice skills, knowledge and competencies of staff. 
8.    Undertake joint investigations with the Local Authority Designated Officer and lead on independent 


safeguarding investigations, to manage and mitigate risk in education settings. 
9.    Providing advice, consultation and challenge for leaders, governors and wider workforce. 
10. Providing bespoke training to groups of staff or the whole staff team in all schools. 
11. Leading the annual S175 safeguarding audit for all settings and offering constructive challenge on 


behalf of the Safeguarding Partners.
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Senior Schools 
Effectiveness Officer


Jo Curd 
jo.curd@slough.gov.uk 
07590 001392 


1.    Leading the School Effectiveness Team and External School Effectiveness Partners (SEPs). 
2.    Seeking to implement the SBC Schools Partnership Offer, whereby schools ‘buy’ into collaboration 


with the local authority and each other, giving further support and access to seminars and 
networks.  


3.    Managing and conducting ‘Autumn Term Visits’.   
4.    Gathering and analysing the - ‘Capacity and Risk Evaluation’ (CRE) Schedule, our annual on line self-


evaluation process.  
5.    Leading and implementing further support days through the year. 


Education, 
Standards and 
Effectiveness Officer 
SEND  
 


Deborah Bowers 
deborah.bowers@slough.gov.uk 
07712 548725      


1.    Promoting inclusion and developing best practice for pupils with SEND in schools. building capacity, 
knowledge and confidence across the system. 


2.    Supporting all SENDCos through a termly network, training, newsletters and emails. 
3.    Supporting schools  through visits, reports, emails and phone consultations.  
4.    Promoting collaboration and communication between practitioners, agencies and education 


settings. 
5.    Co-ordination and dissemination of relevant local and national information, advice, training, 


guidance and support to SENDCos.  
6.    Liaising with the ISS Service and SEND Team regarding the development and dissemination of 


information.  
7.    SENDCo Network Meetings: delivered on a half termly basis  
8.    SENDCos encouraged to contact the service for any further information or individual support.


School Health and 
Wellbeing Project


Susan Dyer 
susan.dyer@slough.gov.uk 
07753 316916 
https://thelink.slough.gov.uk/schools/s
chool-health-and-wellbeing-project


1.    Information advice and guidance offered to schools on promoting and supporting pupil and staff 
wellbeing, especially mental and emotional wellbeing during the pandemic. 


2.    Education Staff Wellbeing Self Care Guide and webpage.  
3.    Support for PSHE/RSHE/Health and Wellbeing Leads including webpages, regular updates, PSHE 


Networks and training. 
4.    Lockdown PSHE/RSHE Lesson packs on a range of themes identified by schools during the pandemic, 


sent weekly to all Slough schools. 
5.    Facilitating Primary and Secondary PSHE Networks. 
6.    Supporting schools to implement national policies and initiatives including the DFE Wellbeing for 


Education Return programme. 
7.    Guiding and supporting schools to embed a whole school approach to promoting the health and 


wellbeing of their pupils and staff. 
8.    Supporting co-ordinated communication with schools about health and wellbeing issues. 



https://thelink.slough.gov.uk/schools/school-health-and-wellbeing-project
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Education and Inclusion - School Services
TheLink 
Development and 
Admin Officer


Humza Khalique 
TheLink@slough.gov.uk 
01753 875504 
07523 936059


Uploading content to TheLink website from different departments and organisations that the council 
have been working closely with e.g. Attendance, Early Years, Public Health, Health and Safety, CAMHS, 
Schools, Ofsted and DfE.


Systems and 
Information Team - 
Free School Meals


Anjum Javaid 
anjum.javaid@slough.gov.uk 
https://thelink.slough.gov.uk/la-
services/fsm-ecs 


To assist schools by assessing Free School Meal (FSM) entitlement for new claimants against the 
Government’s Eligibility Checking Service (ECS). 
1.    General FSM enquiries from schools; FSM batch processing queries; Escalations - 


anjum.javaid@slough.gov.uk  
2.    Queries on individual FSM applications submitted by schools via S2S - Business Support Team - 


fsm.admin@slough.gov.uk    
3.    Escalation Queries on individual FSM applications submitted by schools via S2S - 


anjum.javaid@slough.gov.uk 


Systems and 
Information Team - 
Capita and Schools 
Data


Ellen Lam 
ellen.lam@slough.gov.uk 
Anjum Javaid 
anjum.Javaid@slough.gov.uk


Supporting schools with UPN and data enquiries from Capita ONE. 
1.    School Census enquiries - anjum.javaid@slough.gov.uk  
2.    AP Census enquiries - ellen.lam@slough.gov.uk  
3.    For all Capita ONE enquiries - SITeam@slough.gov.uk


Admissions, Fair 
Access and 
Exclusions


Admissions.Helpline@slough.gov.uk To provide an efficient admissions service for in year applicants, children starting school in reception 
and children transferring from primary to secondary school. To ensure the service is fully co-ordinated 
with other local authorities and schools.


Slough Music Service Glynis Murphy 
Head of Slough Music Service 
Rebecca Richardson 
Community projects Manager 
Gemma Cross  
Vocal and projects coordinator 
Zizawe McAllister, Administrator  
Plus a team of peripatetic instrumental and 
voice teachers 
Music.service@slough.gov.uk 
www.sloughmusicservice.co.uk


1.    Supporting schools to deliver quality music curriculum including resources. 
2.    Providing and signposting children and young people to quality extra-curricular musical activities to 


maintain their interests and mental health online and in person where possible. 
3.    Providing whole class and individual music lessons in person and online.



https://thelink.slough.gov.uk/la-services/fsm-ecs

https://thelink.slough.gov.uk/la-services/fsm-ecs

http://www.sloughmusicservice.co.uk





Education and Inclusion - SEND Team
SEND Team Manager Emma Kinrade 


emma.kinrade@slough.gov.uk 
sendteam@slough.gov.uk 
www.sloughfamilyservices.org.uk/kb5/
sloughcst/directory/service.page?id=IL
5W2tHi3EU 
01753 787676


1.    Maintaining statutory services for Education, Health and Care needs assessments and annual 
reviews by moving all work online - for pupils, parents and professionals.   


2.    Contacting parents of children with Education, Health and Care Plans via telephone regarding school 
places and to provide information, advice and signposting regarding services.  


3.    Collating attendance, risk assessment and school provision information during lockdown and 
monitoring the responses. 


4.     Virtual attendance at Special Voices Parent/Carer forum to provide information, advice and 
signposting and to receive feedback from the parent/carers.


Public Health Slough
Service Lead Public 
Health


Sue Foley 
Consultant Public Health 
sue.foley@slough.gov.uk 
07523 939285 


1.    Strategic Public Health direction. 
2.    Up to date (as far as we can get!) information regarding Government, Regional and Berkshire 


decisions and announcements re Covid-19 affecting schools and parents. 
3.    Tie in to other wider determinants of health and recovery plans regarding Covid-19.


Public Health 
Programme 
Manager


Dr. Vanita Dutta 
vanita.dutta@slough.gov.uk 
07545 083411


1.    Lead for Public Health team and overall public health portfolio holder. 
2.    Responsible for Covid-19 Epidemiology data for Slough. 
3.    Lead for Covid-19 NHS Test and Trace local contact tracing.


Programmes www.publichealthslough.co.uk  
Active Home Life - Slough Borough Council 
(publichealthslough.co.uk) 
Home - HWS Slough 
(healthandwellbeingslough.co.uk)


1.    Health at Home platform offering support for all areas of health including; staying active at home, 
mental health, healthy eating, sexual health, stop smoking support. 


2.    Downloadable infographics specific to early years, primary school and families on how to stay active 
at home.  


3.    Tailored health and wellbeing infographic for children that have to self-isolate for 10 days. 
4.    “Camp Island” app for primary school age children (Through our integrated wellbeing service – 


Health and Wellbeing Slough).  
5.    Free online weight management service for adults and soon to be for adolescents through Health 


and Wellbeing Slough. 
6.    Weight management intervention for primary school children (Let’s Get Going) through Health and 


Wellbeing Slough.  
7.    Tailored support for schools, staff and families around Covid-19 vaccine hesitancy.  
8.    Active Movement programme for all primary and secondary schools. Universal behaviour change 


programme to reduce sedentary behaviour and support general wellbeing. (Currently embedded in 
24 primary, 1 secondary and 17 Early years sites.) 



http://www.sloughfamilyservices.org.uk/kb5/sloughcst/directory/service.page?id=IL5W2tHi3EU

http://www.sloughfamilyservices.org.uk/kb5/sloughcst/directory/service.page?id=IL5W2tHi3EU
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Pan Berkshire Child 
Death Overview 
Panel (CDOP)


Lorna Tunstall 
Pan Berkshire CDOP Coordinator 
07850 209095 
lorna.tunstall@slough.gov.uk 
lorna.tunstall@nhs.net 
Pan Berkshire CDOP website: 
www.berkshirewestccg.nhs.uk/cdop


1.    The point of contact following the death (expected or unexpected) of a school aged child. 
2.    Part of the investigation process and will contact the school to request information.  
3.    Support for schools can be obtained via the attached bereavement pack 


www.gscb.org.uk/media/2093802/guidance-for-dealing-with-a-sudden-or-traumatic-death-
pack-for-schools-feb-2017.pdf


Slough Borough Council - other departments and services
Covid-19 Operations 
Manager


Alison Hibbert  
coronavirus@slough.gov.uk


Responsible for the co-ordination of the council’s governance and response to all Covid-19 related areas 
and enquiries.


Parks and Open 
Spaces


Gerald Pleace  
gerald.pleace@slough.gov.uk


General information available on what is available in Slough’s parks and open spaces.  
www.slough.gov.uk/directory/7/parks-and-green-spaces


Leisure Services Michael Shepherd 
michael.shepherd@slough.gov.uk 
Billy Cousins, Covid-19 Community 
Response team/Active Communities 
Officer 
billy.cousins@slough.gov.uk 
01753 875784 (Ext. 5784)   
07841 522199  
01753 944198 (Community Response)


General information on what is happening locally in regards to sport and physical activity; covering 
leisure centres, Active Slough programmes (virtual) and sports clubs.  
www.slough.gov.uk/sports-activities


Communications 
Manager


Kate Pratt 
communications@slough.gov.uk 
kate.pratt@slough.gov.uk 
01753 875088 
07973 835052 


1.    Media relations 
2.    Internal communications 
3.    Social media relations 
4.    Crisis communications


Head of Property 
Services


Fin Garvey 
fin.garvey@slough.gov.uk  
07511 048404 


Testing Sites Coordination



http://www.berkshirewestccg.nhs.uk/cdop

http://www.gscb.org.uk/media/2093802/guidance-for-dealing-with-a-sudden-or-traumatic-death-pack-for-schools-feb-2017.pdf

http://www.gscb.org.uk/media/2093802/guidance-for-dealing-with-a-sudden-or-traumatic-death-pack-for-schools-feb-2017.pdf

http://www.slough.gov.uk/directory/7/parks-and-green-spaces

http://www.slough.gov.uk/sports-activities





Performance Insight 
Analyst 


Hannah Burgess 
hannah.burgess@slough.gov.uk 
07749 710088


Support for schools with queries about: 
1.    Support for Clinically Extremely Vulnerable (CEV) residents.  
2.    Work with One Slough on volunteer response.


Health and Safety 
Team


Vicki Swift 
victoria.swift@slough.gov.uk 
01753  875046 
01753 875742 


1.    H&S advice in relation to Covid-19, risk assessments, building compliance etc. 
2.    Guidance updates. 
3.    Telephone queries on Covid-19 H&S related issues 
NB: During lockdowns the H&S Team provide Covid-19 related safety advice to all schools. At all other 
times, advice and support is only provided to those schools that have purchased the H&S SLA. 


Community 
Transport


John Northam 
john.northam@slough.gov.uk 
01753 477240 
https://thelink.slough.gov.uk/la-
services/access-to-educationservices/ 
home-to-school-transport-service


1.    Provide home to school transport for pupils entitled to free transport. Generally SEND children and 
SEND children of key worker children provided transport. 


2.    Liaise with Bus Operators regarding additional dedicated services required due to restrictions 
caused by social distancing on usual public services. 


Regulatory Services/ 
Food and Safety 
Team


Ann Stewart, Food Team Leader 
01753 475111 
CV19Notifications@slough.gov.uk 


1.    Receipt and consolidation of notifications from high risk settings including education and childcare 
settings. 


2.    Gathering information from notifiers to support internal teams. 
3.    Participation in ICTs as and when requested.


Slough Children’s Services Trust (SCST)
Quality Assurance 
and Safeguarding


LADO@scstrust.co.uk 
07927 681858 
01753 690906 
Where possible, please use the LADO 
Referral Form.


A referral should always be made to the Local Authority Designated Officer (LADO) if there is an 
allegation or concern that a person who works with children has: 
• Behaved in a way that has harmed a child, or may have harmed a child; 
• Possibly committed a criminal offence against or related to a child; 
• Behaved towards a child or children in a way that indicates he or she may pose a risk of harm to 


children. 
If you are unsure whether your concern meets these criteria you can contact the LADO for further advice 
and guidance. The LADO will: 
1.    Provide advice and guidance to employers and voluntary organisations. 
2.    Provide management and oversight of allegations against staff and volunteers who work with 


children. 
3.    Liaise with the police and other agencies. 
4.    Monitor the progress of cases to ensure they are dealt with as quickly as possible and that the 


processes followed are fair and consistent. 



https://thelink.slough.gov.uk/la-services/access-to-educationservices/home-to-school-transport-service

https://thelink.slough.gov.uk/la-services/access-to-educationservices/home-to-school-transport-service
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Children’s Social 
Care


sloughchildren.referrals@scstrust.co.uk 
01753 875362 


If you are concerned that a child or young person is being harmed through abuse or neglect, our 
Referral and Assessment Service is where to start. 
If the child or young person requires immediate protection please call 01753 875362 and send the 
electronic multi-agency referral form (MARF) to sloughchildren.referrals@scstrust.co.uk.  
The operating hours (for this team only) are 9am to 5pm. 
For emergencies outside of Monday to Friday, 9am-5pm, call the Emergency Duty Team on 01344 
786543 email: EDT@bracknell-forest.gov.uk or dial 999.


Virtual School for 
Children Looked 
After (CLA) by 
Slough Local 
Authority and Care 
Leavers


https://thelink.slough.gov.uk/la-
services/inclusion-services/virtual-
school 
Anne Bunce, Head Teacher 
Anne.bunce@scstrust.co.uk 
07544 378514 
Sherry Landa, Birth to Age 11  
Julia Elmes Rozario, Secondary and 
Transition to Secondary  
Heather Boyle, Secondary 
Cherie Sears, Secondary 
Sameena Rizvi, Post 16 Education 
Nathan Richardson, NEET to EET primarily 
CLA and Post 16 
Ewen Godfrey, Previously Looked after 
(not return to Parents) 
Reem Ali, Post 16 and YOT into education 
training and employment 
Farrah Mughal, Finance and admin 
Email firstname.last name@scstrust.co.uk


1.    A team of education specialists who are there to ensure that children looked after and children who 
have left care are supported and achieve their full potential in education. 


2.    Support for children looked after by Slough wherever they go to school, supporting their learning in 
school or working remotely. 


ED-6873/04-03-21



https://thelink.slough.gov.uk/la-services/inclusion-services/virtual-school

https://thelink.slough.gov.uk/la-services/inclusion-services/virtual-school
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Vicky Ford MP 
Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State for Children and Families 


Sanctuary Buildings 20 Great Smith Street Westminster London SW1P 3BT 
tel: 0370 000 2288  www.education.gov.uk/help/contactus 


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


05 March 2021 
 
 
Letter to parents and carers of children and young people with SEND, their 
families and those who support them.   


On Monday 22 February, the Prime Minister announced that all children and 
young people should attend their educational setting from the 8 March. Alongside 
this, the government published a document setting out the roadmap out of the 
current lockdown for England: COVID-19 Response - Spring 2021 - GOV.UK 
(www.gov.uk) and the Secretary of State wrote to all parents, carers and 
guardians (https://dfemedia.blog.gov.uk/2021/02/23/an-open-letter-from-
education-secretary-gavin-williamson-to-parents-carers-and-guardians/).  
 
I am writing to you today to highlight key information and support which is provided 
for children and young people with SEND as they return to full attendance at 
schools and colleges. I want to start by thanking you all, as well as schools and 
colleges for your tremendous efforts in supporting the education, health and 
wellbeing of our children and young people during this current national lockdown.  
 
Over the past three months, I have undertaken a number of ‘virtual’ visits to 
special schools to hear from staff, children and young people with SEND about 
their experiences during the pandemic. It is abundantly clear that schools are 
absolutely committed to working with children, their families and specialist support 
services to ensure the continued delivery of high-quality education and support. In 
the next few weeks I will be writing a blog on the Council for Disabled Children’s 
website to review my experiences, so please keep an eye out for that. 
  
Attendance at Education Settings 
 
From 8 March school attendance is mandatory again for all pupils and I strongly 
encourage you to ensure that your children attend.  
 
I know that some of you will be feeling anxious about your children returning. If you 
have concerns you should discuss these with your school or college. Our guidance 
makes clear that schools and colleges should identify pupils and students who are 
reluctant or anxious about attending or who are at risk of disengagement and 
develop plans for re-engaging them. 
 
 
 
 



https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-response-spring-2021

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-response-spring-2021





I know settings are working to ensure the smooth transition for all pupils and 
students back to the routines of in-school and in college learning.  We have 
published a checklist to support staff in this which includes how to plan, 
communicate, be consistent, and how to support, monitor and improve, including 
for children with SEND. The link to the check list is here for your interest Checklist 
for school leaders to support full opening: (publishing.service.gov.uk)  
 
It is possible that a small number of pupils and students will still be unable to 
attend school or college in line with public health advice to self-isolate because 
they:  
 


 have symptoms or have had a positive test result;  


 live with someone who has symptoms or has tested positive and are a 
household contact; 


 are a close contact of someone who has coronavirus (COVID-19); or 


 have been asked to shield by their GP or health professional. 


In the above circumstances schools and colleges are required to provide remote 
education for pupils and students. I recognise that some pupils and students with 
SEND may not be able to access remote education without adult support and so 
we expect schools and colleges to work with parents and carers on this. Further 
details on delivering remote education for children and young people with SEND is 
set out in Remote Education Good Practice 


If your child has been advised to shield because they are clinically extremely 
vulnerable, they should stay at home as much as possible until further notice and 
not attend their school or college. The current advice to shield will be reviewed 
soon and applies across the whole of England until at least the 31 March.  


Public Health Advice 
 
I want to reassure you in regard to wider reopening that the Royal College of 
Paediatrics and Child Health has made clear that the overwhelming majority of 
children and young people with COVID-19 have either no symptoms or very mild 
illness.  
 
As new evidence or data emerges, we will update our advice accordingly to 
ensure that all our settings have the right safety measures in place, which is 
known as the ‘system of controls’. We have developed the ‘system of controls’ 
measures with PHE for each of our settings. All settings must cover all elements of 
the ‘system of controls’, but the way the measures are implemented will differ 
based on their individual circumstances.  
 
The ‘system of controls’ measures outlined in our guidance (Safe working in 
education, childcare and children’s social care - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk)) create an 
environment for children and staff where the risk of transmission of infection is 
substantially reduced. Set out below are some of the key elements, which I have 
covered in detail to reassure you of the measures being undertaken.  
 
 



https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/899384/Checklist_for_school_leaders_on_behaviour_and_attendance.pdf

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/899384/Checklist_for_school_leaders_on_behaviour_and_attendance.pdf
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Testing 
 
As you will be aware schools and colleges have been delivering rapid 
asymptomatic testing since the beginning of January. Rapid testing remains an 
important part of the government’s plan to suppress the virus, in education and 
childcare settings and across society and we are further expanding it. This sort of 
testing means that people who have COVID-19 but do not have any symptoms, 
who might otherwise continue to attend educational settings, can be identified and 
self-isolate. This helps to break chains of transmission.  
 
I recognise that testing children and young people with more complex SEND can 
be distressing and challenging so we have given specialist settings greater 
flexibility to make reasonable adjustments when delivering testing. Mainstream 
schools and colleges should retain minimal testing capacity on site so they can 
offer testing to pupils and students who are unable to test themselves at home. 
Specialist settings should work with pupils and their families to agree the most 
appropriate way of them participating in twice-weekly testing. Please see the 
guidance for further information - Special schools and other specialist settings: 
coronavirus (COVID-19) - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk). To help you to support your 
child or young person to self-swab at home, this NHS video demonstrate how to 
carry out a test and a detailed How to Guide for home testing, is available. 
 
In addition, if you are a member of a household, childcare bubble or support 
bubble of staff or a pupil you can get a twice-weekly test. I would encourage you 
and your family to consider seriously taking up the regular testing on offer, as this 
is a way that you can help keep Covid out of our schools and protect all those in 
your school community. You can find out more on how to access this at Rapid 
lateral flow testing for households and bubbles of school pupils and staff - 
GOV.UK (www.gov.uk). Furthermore, testing technology is developing all the 
time. We are continuing to explore other approaches to testing for children and 
young people who are unable to have a throat and/or nasal swab, such as saliva-
based testing.  
 
Participation in the testing programme is voluntary. I want to provide reassurance 
that no child or young person should be tested unless informed consent has been 
given and the child and young person is willing to be tested.  
 
We’ve also made it clear to our schools and colleges that children and young 
people must still be able to attend even if they do not wish to be tested or are not 
able to be tested.  However, I strongly encourage you and your children to take 
part if this is possible to help break the chains of transmission and manage the 
virus. These arrangements do not replace the current testing policy for those with 
symptoms. Anyone with symptoms (even if they recently had a negative test result 
via a rapid lateral flow device (LFD) test), should still self-isolate immediately 
according to stay-at-home government guidelines.  
 
 
 
 
 



https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-for-full-opening-special-schools-and-other-specialist-settings
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https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance/stay-at-home-guidance-for-households-with-possible-coronavirus-covid-19-infection





Face Coverings 
 
Face coverings are really important, but we recognise that there are 
some SEND specific issues. We have published updated guidance for schools 
which includes a section on face coverings, which takes effect from 8 March. 
Further information can be found in Face coverings in education - GOV.UK 
(www.gov.uk), guidance for specialist settings and guidance for further education. 
There is separate guidance for early years and childcare providers and guidance 
for higher education. We have made it clear that some individuals are exempt from 
wearing face coverings. This applies to those who cannot put on, wear or remove 
a face covering because of a physical impairment or disability, illness or 
mental health difficulties. This also applies to those who speak to or provide help 
to someone who relies on lip reading, clear sound or facial expression to 
communicate. We have emphasised in our guidance that schools and colleges 
have duties to make reasonable adjustments for disabled children and young 
people, to support them to access education successfully. 
 
Vaccinations 
 
The vaccine programme has made fantastic progress. As of 3 March 20,703,615 
people have received their first dose. Phase 1 will capture all those over 50 years 
of age, and all those 16 years of age and over who are clinically extremely 
vulnerable or have certain underlying health conditions. This captures almost all 
preventable deaths from COVID-19 and will include thousands of staff in the 
education, childcare and children’s social care workforce as well as unpaid eligible 
carers who are in group 6. Moving forward, we aim to offer every adult aged 18 
and over a first dose of the vaccine by 31 July. 
 
I strongly advise that people promptly take up the offer of vaccination when it is 
offered. This is the most effective way we can reduce the spread of this terrible 
virus.  
 
Education Recovery 
 
I recognise the impact of the pandemic on you and on children and young people. 
It is vital that we support children and young people to get back on track as soon 
as possible. As part of the announcements on education recovery made on 24 
February, the new one-off £302 million Recovery Premium for state primary and 
secondary schools will build on the Pupil Premium to further support pupils who 
need it most, including those with SEND, in the 21/22 academic year.  


Additional weighting will be provided to eligible pupils in specialist settings, 
including special schools, alternative provision and hospital schools. Eligible pupils 
attending special units within mainstream schools will also attract the higher 
funding rate.  


In addition, mainstream schools, special schools and alternative provision (AP) will 
be able to access funding to provide summer schools, which will be able to target 
provision based on pupils’ needs, and the National Tutoring Programme (NTP).  
 



https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/actions-for-schools-during-the-coronavirus-outbreak/guidance-for-full-opening-schools

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/face-coverings-in-education
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Summer schools will not be mandatory, and it is up to individual schools to decide 
whether or not this is the best way to help support children and young people in 
their own community. Young people with SEND aged 19 to 24 who have an 
Education, Health and Care plan will be eligible for support via the 16 to 19 Tuition 
Fund, where they meet the fund criteria.  
 
Sir Kevan Collins has been appointed Education Recovery Commissioner to 
engage with parents, teachers, and education providers to review how evidence-
based interventions can be used to address the impact the pandemic has had on 
learning. Sir Kevan will be advising the Secretary of State and the Prime Minister 
on a longer-term plan. 


Therapies 
 
On the issue of specialist support including therapies, we know that their delivery 
is an important part of what education settings offer to children with SEND. 
Guidance from NHS England to local commissioning bodies and health providers 
specifies that community health services that support children and young people 
with SEND (including therapy services) should continue to be prioritised. The 
redeployment of Allied Health Professionals should therefore be avoided wherever 
possible.   


Our guidance for education settings confirms that specialists, therapists, clinicians, 
and other support staff for pupils with SEND can provide interventions as usual 
where this is reasonably necessary, including where this requires them to move 
between settings. In all circumstances, we encourage education settings to work 
collaboratively with local health services and families to ensure support can 
continue, even if this means some differences in delivery.   


Mental Health and Wellbeing 
 
I know that many of you have been very concerned about the mental health and 
wellbeing of your children throughout the pandemic. This is also something I am 
very focused on which is why we have worked with partners across the SEND 
sector to deliver training to the education workforce on supporting children and 
young people with SEND with their mental health and wellbeing.  
 
This includes funding the Whole School SEND consortium to deliver webinars on 
themes of wellbeing for pupils and staff, and funding the Autism Education Trust to 
develop a guidance and advice hub which includes guidance and tools on anxiety 
and wellbeing. 
   
We have also worked closely through Whole School SEND with the Association of 
Educational Psychologists (EPs) to produce a handbook for schools and education 
settings following critical incidents. A link to the handbook and related webinars is 
here: www.sendgateway.org.uk/resources/recovery-re-introduction-and-renewal-
safe-and-successful-returns-school. To coincide with Children’s Mental Health 
Week (1 February), we published a blog, signposting schools to the range of 
mental health resources available to support children, young people, parents and 
staff.  
 



http://www.sendgateway.org.uk/resources

https://www.autismeducationtrust.org.uk/covid-19-information-centre/

http://www.sendgateway.org.uk/resources/recovery-re-introduction-and-renewal-safe-and-successful-returns-school

http://www.sendgateway.org.uk/resources/recovery-re-introduction-and-renewal-safe-and-successful-returns-school

https://dfemedia.blog.gov.uk/2021/02/01/mental-health-resources-for-children-parents-carers-and-school-staff/





We have recently announced a £79 million boost to children and young people’s 
mental health support, including Mental Health Support Teams. Children and 
young people will benefit from significantly expanded mental health services as 
schools and colleges return, and the support teams – which provide early 
intervention on mental health and emotional wellbeing issues in schools and 
colleges – will grow from the 59 set up by last March to around 400 by April 2023.  
 
This national lockdown has been challenging for so many of us, but particularly for 
children and young people with SEND and their families. As we move to the next 
phase and recovery, engagement with you the families will remain a key part of 
our plans and I thank you for your continued engagement. 
 


Yours sincerely, 


 
 


Vicky Ford MP 
Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State for Children and Families 


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 







Annex 
 
Contact Details for Further Support 
 
If you are not receiving the support you need or are concerned about what this 
means for you or your child please do talk to your school or college. You can also 
contact: 
 


 DfE coronavirus helpline 
Telephone: 0800 046 8687 
Monday to Friday, 8am to 6pm 
Saturday to Sunday, 10am to 6pm 
Find out about call charges,  


 Or If your query is about anything else 
DfE helpline 
Telephone: 0370 000 2288 
Monday to Friday, 9am to 5pm 
Find out about call charges 


 Or your local IASS service In your area - IASS (iassnetwork.org.uk).   
 
Links to Published Guidance 
 
You can find links to all our related published guidance here:  
 


 Special schools and other specialist settings: coronavirus (COVID-19) - 
GOV.UK (www.gov.uk) 


 What parents and carers need to know about early years providers, schools 
and colleges during COVID-19 - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk) 


 Schools coronavirus (COVID-19) operational guidance from 8 March 2021: 
Guidance for schools: coronavirus (COVID-19) - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk) 


 Guidance on shielding and protecting people who are clinically extremely 
vulnerable: https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-on-
shielding-and-protecting-extremely-vulnerable-persons-from-covid-
19/guidance-on-shielding-and-protecting-extremely-vulnerable-persons-
from-covid-19 


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



https://www.gov.uk/call-charges

https://www.gov.uk/call-charges

https://cyp.iassnetwork.org.uk/in-your-area/

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-for-full-opening-special-schools-and-other-specialist-settings

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-for-full-opening-special-schools-and-other-specialist-settings

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/what-parents-and-carers-need-to-know-about-early-years-providers-schools-and-colleges-during-the-coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/what-parents-and-carers-need-to-know-about-early-years-providers-schools-and-colleges-during-the-coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak

https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/guidance-for-schools-coronavirus-covid-19

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-on-shielding-and-protecting-extremely-vulnerable-persons-from-covid-19/guidance-on-shielding-and-protecting-extremely-vulnerable-persons-from-covid-19

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-on-shielding-and-protecting-extremely-vulnerable-persons-from-covid-19/guidance-on-shielding-and-protecting-extremely-vulnerable-persons-from-covid-19

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-on-shielding-and-protecting-extremely-vulnerable-persons-from-covid-19/guidance-on-shielding-and-protecting-extremely-vulnerable-persons-from-covid-19

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-on-shielding-and-protecting-extremely-vulnerable-persons-from-covid-19/guidance-on-shielding-and-protecting-extremely-vulnerable-persons-from-covid-19
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Virtual Coffee Breaks - 2021 – Every Friday, drop in between 10 - 12pm with ZOOM 


We do hope you will join us via Zoom, you can choose at what time, & how long you wish to join us 


for during the two hours. We have chosen Zoom as we believe it is quite easy to set up & free, should 


you need any help to do this then please give us a call on: 07990693439 beforehand               


Each week when you attend your name will be entered into a free draw for a free small gift as a thank 


you for your continued support during these difficult times. Guest Speakers: TBC each week  


 


 x              


   


 


 


 


  


 


  


  


 


       


 
 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


        
 


 


 


            


 


 


Welcome to Special Voices (Slough parent/carer forum) 
Special Voices is a group of parent/carers of children, young people & adults with disabilities/additional needs & 
is the parent/carer forum for Slough. We are all volunteers working in partnership with the Slough Children’s 
Services Trust, Local Authority, CCG’s and voluntary organisations to help shape and develop future services in 
Slough through participation and co-production with all your views & experiences that you share with us, without 
you we couldn’t change things for all children/young people/adults with additional needs in Slough. 


Hi all 


 
As we enter March vaccines are well under way and are going 


well, we have had lots of positive feedback on how well 


organised it all is in Slough. With the latest announcements 


that if the DATA keeps showing a steady downward curve, 


we can all look forward to June the 21st. 


Although there are still some worries about the return to 


school around the 8th of March and what is needed to be in 


place. It is up to all of us to work together and that means 


listening to the correct information and support our schools 


to keep our children and young people safe. 


Please look out for information from your schools as they are 


not all the same at the moment. 


There are many things we still must do even if you have had 


a vaccine, face masks, handwashing or gel and social 


distancing (hands, face, space) but we have come so far. 


In Slough we are still in a national lockdown along with many 


other places around the country, so at least we are not alone 


in all of this more information on what it means for us: 


www.gov.uk/guidance/stay-at-home. 


Latest data and information for Slough from Public Health 


Berkshire dashboard: 


www.berkshirepublichealth.co.uk/covid-19-dashboard. 


Please check the guidance if you are unsure of what you 


should, or should not do but hand (washing) face (coverings) 


and space (social distancing) still remain in place to reduce 


transition and we can all do it together if we try hard. 
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CONTACT US: 


Tel: 07990 693439  


07487 524361  


07956 368421 


info@specialvoices.co.uk 


“Like” us on Facebook 


Special Voices Community 
Group(with logo above) to receive 
news of all our events 
 


 
Donate to us: 


localgiving.org/charity/specialvoices 


 


Follow us on: 


Twitter @specialvoices 
 


www.specialvoices.co.uk 


 


Office: Classroom 3,     


Cippenham Baptist Church.      


11 Elmshott Lane. SL1 5QS 
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http://www.gov.uk/guidance/stay-at-home

http://www.berkshirepublichealth.co.uk/covid-19-dashboard
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Disclaimer:  Please note that inclusion of information in this Newsletter does not imply endorsement 


of products or services by Special Voices. Information correct at time of print 


Virtual Family Participation Day via Zoom - Saturday 13th March 2021. 1 – 3pm 


You will need to book your family for this event in advance by telephone: 07990693439 


There will be a free luck dip gift for child/young person & a virtual entertainer – Magic show – music & dance  


Free draw for parent/carers, 4 lucky people will receive one of the following gifts- home hamper – sweet 


box- fruit hamper – toy box - plus of course the odd poll or survey 


 


 


Virtual Coffee Breaks   – Every Friday, drop in between 10 - 12pm via Zoom 


We do hope you will join us via Zoom, you can choose at what time, & how long you wish to join us for 
during the two hours. We have chosen Zoom as we believe it is quite easy to set up & free should you 
need help to do this then please give us a call on: 07990693439 beforehand                                                                                
Each week when you attend your name will be entered into a free draw for a free small gift as a thank 
you for your continued support during these difficult times. Guest Speakers: TBC each week 


 


 


Have your say 


We at Special Voices have several quick surveys open at the moment &   really 


hope that you can spare the time to complete them anonymously on your 


experiences of services in Slough such as OT, Speech & Language, education, 


health & social care. They are important for us to collect your feedback & 


available on our website: www.specialvoices.co.uk Special Voices Facebook 


page (the one with us with logo) If you prefer to receive a copy by post, email 


or complete over the telephone then please Telephone: 07990693439 or 


07487524361            Thanking you in advance 


 


If you would like to complete a paper copy or by telephone 


  


 


 



http://www.specialvoices.co.uk/
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