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Why exploring language is important 7h chitdre

Children’s speech develops from babble, to words, to simple sentences through hundreds of hours of interactions
with adults. Studies show that once babies begin to understand words their vocabulary increases quickly:

*by age 1, children recognise about 50 words
*by age 3, children recognise about 1,000 words
*by age 5, children recognise about 10,000 words

Having a large vocabulary helps children learn more. Words allow them to make sense of the world around them.

Communication and language is a EYFS prime area which means that it’s one of the important building blocks for all
the other areas. If it’s not developed early it’s difficult to achieve later.

Children’s language skills are connected to their overall development and can predict their educational success. As
speaking and listening develops, children build foundations for literacy, for making sense of visual and verbal signs
and ultimately for reading and writing.

Help for early years providers : Exploring language

Happy, Safe & Loved, Thriving



https://help-for-early-years-providers.education.gov.uk/areas-of-learning/communication-and-language/exploring-language

Slough Why do you need an ELLP ¥
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The Early Years Team want to continue to grow our ELLP network in Slough so that we can ensure children
are supported with high quality adult interactions in learning environments that support speech language
and communication development. As an ELLP you will:

= Embed techniques of the week using simple visual prompts and modelling
strategies

= Support high quality interactions from all adults working in the setting/school
= |dentify areas for support for children’s SLC in your setting
= Access to SALT advice and strategies through ELLP networks

= Cascade and support your wider team to develop into confident and skilled
practitioners supporting children’s early speech language and communication

= Create communication friendly environments; including visual prompts

= Work with your families to support their child’s language at home and ensure
consistent strategies are shared

= |Inform local priorities to support SLCN in Slough by Early Years and SALT teams

Happy, Safe & Loved, Thriving
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Technique of the week (ToW)

Technique of the Week

Be face to face
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What to do next to access support and
resources for your setting/school

=  Discuss with your EYFS lead / manager
= Attend an introductory session

= Contact the EY team karen.loft@slough.gov.uk

= |nitial support visit/call with EYAT

= Create ELLP ITalk folder for your resources and print TOW

» Introduce first 4 techniques

= Access regular support from EY advisory teachers as you embed TOW

=  Attend the termly ELLP networks for ongoing CPD and support

Happy, Safe & Loved, Thriving
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Introduction to ELLP Programme and ITalk | The Link Location: Online “Oh cpirare®™
Date: 8 June 2026 Time: 13:00 - 14:00

ELLP Language focus week 8-12 June
Introduction to ELLP Programme and ITalk | The Link Location: Online Special story times in local libraries for

Date: 8 June 2026 Time: 6:30-7:30pm

ildminders

Childminder Network Meeting: Achieving a strong standard in
speech, language and communication to support your Ofsted
Inspection | The Link Location: Online

Date: 9 June 2026 Time: 7-8pm

Using Stories to Support Learning | The Link Location: Online
Date: 11 June 2026 Time: 1 —2pm

Using Stories to Support Learning | The Link Location: Online
Date: 11 June 2026 Time: 6:30 — 8pm

ELLP programme and Italk | The Link for childminders Location: Online
Date: 7 July 2026 Time: 19:00 - 20:00

Happy, Safe & Loved, Thriving



https://thelink.slough.gov.uk/events/using-stories-support-learning
https://thelink.slough.gov.uk/events/using-stories-support-learning-0
https://thelink.slough.gov.uk/events/ellp-programme-and-italk
https://thelink.slough.gov.uk/events/ellp-programme-and-italk
https://thelink.slough.gov.uk/events/ellp-programme-and-italk
https://thelink.slough.gov.uk/events/childminder-network-meeting-achieving-strong-standard-speech-language-and-communication
https://thelink.slough.gov.uk/events/childminder-network-meeting-achieving-strong-standard-speech-language-and-communication
https://thelink.slough.gov.uk/events/childminder-network-meeting-achieving-strong-standard-speech-language-and-communication
https://thelink.slough.gov.uk/events/introduction-ellp-programme-and-italk
https://thelink.slough.gov.uk/events/introduction-ellp-programme-and-italk
https://thelink.slough.gov.uk/events/introduction-ellp-programme-and-italk
https://thelink.slough.gov.uk/events/introduction-ellp-programme-and-italk-0
https://thelink.slough.gov.uk/events/introduction-ellp-programme-and-italk-0
https://thelink.slough.gov.uk/events/introduction-ellp-programme-and-italk-0

Slough
Working with SALT

NHS!

Berkshire Healthcare
NHS Foundation Trust

Ch
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Speech and Language Therapy Service for children and young Earl ;ﬁf apies (Cypyy Co"ted
people | Berkshire Healthcare NHS Foundation Trust gngeZ;SeS_’pheech and
. early-years- erapy
Our Speech and Language Therapy team is part of our : :
: , . information-pack-
Children and Young People’s Integrated Therapies (CYPIT) —
edition-2.pdf

Service. We support children and young people whose
communication difficulties are impacting on their everyday
life.

They may find it difficult to:

Communicate their wants, needs, ideas, and opinions
*Understand language, such as following instructions and
answering questions

*Speak clearly

*Have meaningful interactions with others

*Speak fluently (without stammering or stuttering)

*Eat and drink safely

Happy, Safe & Loved, Thriving

*Look on our advice pages - Here you will find all sorts of advice
and strategies to help with many different issues that might
affect your child’s communication.



https://www.berkshirehealthcare.nhs.uk/services/speech-and-language-therapy-service-for-children-and-young-people
https://www.berkshirehealthcare.nhs.uk/services/speech-and-language-therapy-service-for-children-and-young-people
https://www.berkshirehealthcare.nhs.uk/advice/communication-and-hearing
https://www.berkshirehealthcare.nhs.uk/advice/communication-and-hearing
https://www.berkshirehealthcare.nhs.uk/media/imglmbw3/early-years-information-pack-edition-2.pdf
https://www.berkshirehealthcare.nhs.uk/media/imglmbw3/early-years-information-pack-edition-2.pdf
https://www.berkshirehealthcare.nhs.uk/media/imglmbw3/early-years-information-pack-edition-2.pdf
https://www.berkshirehealthcare.nhs.uk/media/imglmbw3/early-years-information-pack-edition-2.pdf
https://www.berkshirehealthcare.nhs.uk/media/imglmbw3/early-years-information-pack-edition-2.pdf
https://www.berkshirehealthcare.nhs.uk/media/imglmbw3/early-years-information-pack-edition-2.pdf
https://www.berkshirehealthcare.nhs.uk/media/imglmbw3/early-years-information-pack-edition-2.pdf
https://www.berkshirehealthcare.nhs.uk/media/imglmbw3/early-years-information-pack-edition-2.pdf
https://www.berkshirehealthcare.nhs.uk/media/imglmbw3/early-years-information-pack-edition-2.pdf
https://www.berkshirehealthcare.nhs.uk/media/imglmbw3/early-years-information-pack-edition-2.pdf
https://www.berkshirehealthcare.nhs.uk/media/imglmbw3/early-years-information-pack-edition-2.pdf
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Follow Their Lead: Observe what your child is focusing on and talk

about that specific object or action, rather than trying to redirect their

attention. Comment Instead of Queston: Avoid asking too many testing
questions like "What is that?" or "Can you say blue?" Instead,

Sing and Share Books: Repetitive nursery rhymes, songs, and use exciting commentary like "Wow, look at the blue car go!"

daily shared reading help children learn the rhythm of language,

vocabulary, and sounds.

How to be a super communicator - BBC

Tiny Happy People

Offer Choices: Instead of asking what they want, offer a specific
choice of two items, such as "Do you want water or milk?" or

"Car or ball?"
How to help your child’s early language
Pause and Wait: After you speak or do an action (like blowing skills — top ten tips from the experts — The
bubbles), pause for = 5 to 10 seconds to give them processing Education Hub

time to respond.

Supporting children's early communication
skills - Speech and Language UK: Changing
young lives

Acknowledge All Communication: Gestures, pointing, babbling, and eye
contact are all valid communication. Respond to them as if they spoke full
words (e.g., "Ah, you're pointing to the dog! Doggy!").

Happy, Safe & Loved, Thriving



https://speechandlanguage.org.uk/help-for-families/resource-library-for-families/supporting-childrens-early-communication-skills/
https://speechandlanguage.org.uk/help-for-families/resource-library-for-families/supporting-childrens-early-communication-skills/
https://speechandlanguage.org.uk/help-for-families/resource-library-for-families/supporting-childrens-early-communication-skills/
https://speechandlanguage.org.uk/help-for-families/resource-library-for-families/supporting-childrens-early-communication-skills/
https://speechandlanguage.org.uk/help-for-families/resource-library-for-families/supporting-childrens-early-communication-skills/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/tiny-happy-people/articles/zm4hvj6
https://www.bbc.co.uk/tiny-happy-people/articles/zm4hvj6
https://www.bbc.co.uk/tiny-happy-people/articles/zm4hvj6
https://www.bbc.co.uk/tiny-happy-people/articles/zm4hvj6
https://educationhub.blog.gov.uk/2022/10/how-to-help-your-childs-early-language-skills-top-ten-tips-from-the-experts/
https://educationhub.blog.gov.uk/2022/10/how-to-help-your-childs-early-language-skills-top-ten-tips-from-the-experts/
https://educationhub.blog.gov.uk/2022/10/how-to-help-your-childs-early-language-skills-top-ten-tips-from-the-experts/
https://educationhub.blog.gov.uk/2022/10/how-to-help-your-childs-early-language-skills-top-ten-tips-from-the-experts/
https://educationhub.blog.gov.uk/2022/10/how-to-help-your-childs-early-language-skills-top-ten-tips-from-the-experts/
https://educationhub.blog.gov.uk/2022/10/how-to-help-your-childs-early-language-skills-top-ten-tips-from-the-experts/
https://educationhub.blog.gov.uk/2022/10/how-to-help-your-childs-early-language-skills-top-ten-tips-from-the-experts/

B.sm!ghmm.. h Reading to support early language skills

(7 <
94 chilare®

There can be few things as powerful as regularly reading to a young child. It has astonishing benefits for children: comfort
and reassurance, confidence and security, relaxation, happiness and fun. Giving a child time and full attention when
reading them a story tells them they matter. It builds self-esteem, vocabulary, feeds imagination and even improves their

sleeping patterns. National Literacy Trust

Reading with young children builds strong oral language, expands vocabulary, and teaches sentence structure. Shared book
time exposes kids to complex words they wouldn't hear in daily conversation, forming the foundation for future literacy,

comprehension, and academic success. DfE

Read to your child often — it will build their vocabulary.

The importance of sharing books and stories with children for their development | National Literacy Trust

Help for early years providers : Reading comprehension

The importance of reading in early years education | EEF

Early-Reading.pdf

Happy, Safe & Loved, Thriving



https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/early-years/literacy/the-importance-of-reading-in-early-years-education
https://birthto5matters.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/Early-Reading.pdf
https://birthto5matters.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/Early-Reading.pdf
https://birthto5matters.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/Early-Reading.pdf
https://help-for-early-years-providers.education.gov.uk/areas-of-learning/literacy/reading-comprehension
https://literacytrust.org.uk/blog/library-lifeline-part-23-the-importance-of-sharing-stories-and-reading-time-with-younger-children/

Borough C0uncul :
Literacy ; .
Trust National Literacy Trust

SIwwwsloughgovukh \ &,
National What's On For Schools | National Year Of Reading 2026 | ¥
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Change your story Gh Child‘e“

National Year of Reading 2026 | Go All In

The impact of A CHILD Reading tips | BookTrust

READING L

L eiosy . READS
‘ minutes per | J/\Y RE D Top tips for reading with your child - BBC Bitesize

‘ “ ‘ Guidance for Parents

20 MIN 5MIN 1 MIN Reading With Your Child: Simple Activities to Build Confidence
and Literacy Skills | Save the Children

IS exposed to : Is exposedto . Is exposed to

1.6 MILLION Wozrgsz'ﬂ[][] worc?éUUU Sharing books with your child - Speech and Language UK:
Changing young lives

Happy, Safe & Loved, Thriving



https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/z7ycbdm
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/z7ycbdm
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/z7ycbdm
https://www.booktrust.org.uk/resources/find-resources/reading-tips/
https://www.beanstalkcharity.org.uk/Listing/Category/grow-a-love-of-reading?gad_source=1&gad_campaignid=14116314455&gclid=Cj0KCQjw54nRBhDCARIsAMcY_SBFsq742ik4vqbcBBc6NmDkQkbAc4oeuRqdw9JAaNyRJrxMNU0CnNIaAlvPEALw_wcB
https://www.savethechildren.org.uk/what-we-do/parent-hub/reading-with-your-child
https://www.savethechildren.org.uk/what-we-do/parent-hub/reading-with-your-child
https://speechandlanguage.org.uk/help-for-families/resource-library-for-families/sharing-books-with-your-child/
https://speechandlanguage.org.uk/help-for-families/resource-library-for-families/sharing-books-with-your-child/
https://speechandlanguage.org.uk/help-for-families/resource-library-for-families/sharing-books-with-your-child/
https://speechandlanguage.org.uk/help-for-families/resource-library-for-families/sharing-books-with-your-child/
https://literacytrust.org.uk/about-us/national-year-of-reading-2026/schools/
https://literacytrust.org.uk/about-us/national-year-of-reading-2026/schools/
https://goallin.org.uk/

www.slough.gov.uk
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Tiny Happy People - Tips and advice for
children's speech and language

The Toddler Club: Reading Tips with Toddlers -
BBC Tiny Happy People

Tiny Happy People - Bilingual babies and
speaking multiple languages at home



https://www.bbc.co.uk/tiny-happy-people/articles/zxbw7yc
https://www.bbc.co.uk/tiny-happy-people/articles/zxbw7yc
https://www.bbc.co.uk/tiny-happy-people/articles/zxbw7yc
https://www.bbc.co.uk/tiny-happy-people/language-advice
https://www.bbc.co.uk/tiny-happy-people/language-advice
https://www.bbc.co.uk/tiny-happy-people/language-advice
https://www.bbc.co.uk/tiny-happy-people/language-advice
https://www.bbc.co.uk/tiny-happy-people/bilingual
https://www.bbc.co.uk/tiny-happy-people/bilingual
https://www.bbc.co.uk/tiny-happy-people/bilingual
https://www.bbc.co.uk/tiny-happy-people/bilingual
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i you read jus{ one book @ day to
your child, {hey will have been read

1823 books by their th bir’(hday.

Every Day Counts.
Every Book Counts.
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How to make and use a story sack | National
Literacy Trust

Make reading fun with Chase Bank | Words for
Life

CBeebies Parenting: Making storytime magic
- Tiny Happy People

Happy, Safe & Loved, Thriving


https://literacytrust.org.uk/resources/how-make-and-use-story-sack/
https://literacytrust.org.uk/resources/how-make-and-use-story-sack/
https://wordsforlife.org.uk/activities/make-reading-fun-with-chase-bank/
https://wordsforlife.org.uk/activities/make-reading-fun-with-chase-bank/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/tiny-happy-people/world-book-day
https://www.bbc.co.uk/tiny-happy-people/world-book-day
https://www.bbc.co.uk/tiny-happy-people/world-book-day
https://www.bbc.co.uk/tiny-happy-people/world-book-day
https://www.bbc.co.uk/tiny-happy-people/world-book-day
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Slough Library Services

Libraries — Slough Borough Council

Babies and toddlers — Slough Borough Council

Events and activities — Slough Borough Council

Happy, Safe & Loved, Thriving


https://www.slough.gov.uk/libraries/babies-toddlers
https://www.slough.gov.uk/libraries/babies-toddlers
https://www.slough.gov.uk/libraries/babies-toddlers
https://www.slough.gov.uk/libraries
https://www.slough.gov.uk/libraries
https://www.slough.gov.uk/libraries
https://www.slough.gov.uk/libraries/events-activities
https://www.slough.gov.uk/libraries/events-activities
https://www.slough.gov.uk/libraries/events-activities
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Slough Information and Services Guide | Slough Information and Services Guide |
Speech, language and communication needs - Speech language and communication needs -
resources for parents resources for professionals
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https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.sloughfamilyservices.org.uk%2Fkb5%2Fsloughcst%2Fdirectory%2Fadvice.page%3Fid%3D_pmy2hbiuTQ&data=05%7C02%7CKaren.Loft%40slough.gov.uk%7C026907b4d16548dabb3708dec14f7ea2%7C5b68e17be5f9469eb0cfbed4fb97f95b%7C0%7C0%7C639160744333040941%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=TgGW2YVGcMjqVLWAxcbWjvfz8nbpF7uBFqKbNI0kryI%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.sloughfamilyservices.org.uk%2Fkb5%2Fsloughcst%2Fdirectory%2Fadvice.page%3Fid%3D_pmy2hbiuTQ&data=05%7C02%7CKaren.Loft%40slough.gov.uk%7C026907b4d16548dabb3708dec14f7ea2%7C5b68e17be5f9469eb0cfbed4fb97f95b%7C0%7C0%7C639160744333040941%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=TgGW2YVGcMjqVLWAxcbWjvfz8nbpF7uBFqKbNI0kryI%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.sloughfamilyservices.org.uk%2Fkb5%2Fsloughcst%2Fdirectory%2Fadvice.page%3Fid%3D_pmy2hbiuTQ&data=05%7C02%7CKaren.Loft%40slough.gov.uk%7C026907b4d16548dabb3708dec14f7ea2%7C5b68e17be5f9469eb0cfbed4fb97f95b%7C0%7C0%7C639160744333040941%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=TgGW2YVGcMjqVLWAxcbWjvfz8nbpF7uBFqKbNI0kryI%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.sloughfamilyservices.org.uk%2Fkb5%2Fsloughcst%2Fdirectory%2Fadvice.page%3Fid%3D_pmy2hbiuTQ&data=05%7C02%7CKaren.Loft%40slough.gov.uk%7C026907b4d16548dabb3708dec14f7ea2%7C5b68e17be5f9469eb0cfbed4fb97f95b%7C0%7C0%7C639160744333040941%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=TgGW2YVGcMjqVLWAxcbWjvfz8nbpF7uBFqKbNI0kryI%3D&reserved=0
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