Recommended  Education Protocols During Periods of Extreme Hot Weather
Important: Decisions regarding whether an education setting remains open, partially closes, amends its operating hours, or closes to pupils are the responsibility of the Headteacher, Governing Body/Trust Board and management taking account of the specific circumstances, facilities, staffing arrangements and risk assessments applicable to their individual education site. There is no single approach that will be appropriate for every setting.
Education settings should undertake dynamic risk assessments and make informed decisions based on local conditions, including building temperatures, availability of shaded areas, ventilation, staffing capacity, transport arrangements, and the particular needs of their pupils.
General Principles
Where settings remain open, they should consider:
· Adjusting the day to minimise pupil exposure during the hottest part of the day.
· Ensuring all pupils have regular access to drinking water.
· Encouraging the use of sun hats and appropriate lightweight clothing where uniform policies allow.
· Restricting or cancelling strenuous physical activity, including PE, sports days and prolonged outdoor activities.
· Carrying out a separate risk assessment for any trips or visits planned.
· Making use of cooler areas of the site where available.
· Taking additional precautions for pupils and staff with medical vulnerabilities.
· Ensuring that any temperature control equipment (e.g. fans or mobile air conditioning units) are safe to use for the age of the children and the environment. 
Prioritisation of Places
Where it is not possible to operate normally, settings should, wherever practicable, prioritise on-site provision for:
· Vulnerable pupils.
· Children with Education, Health and Care Plans (EHCPs) where attendance is appropriate.
· Children known to social care services.
· Children of frontline workers and critical service staff.
· Any other pupils identified by the setting as requiring additional support.
Settings should make every reasonable effort to maintain provision for these groups (and, if possible, siblings) wherever it is safe and practical to do so.
Preferred Approach to Reduced Opening
Where education settings determine that a full day of attendance cannot be safely maintained, the preferred approach would be:
· Remaining open through the morning.
· Ensuring pupils have access to their lunchtime meal.
· Closing or dismissing pupils after lunch where this is operationally feasible.
This approach supports pupil wellbeing and helps ensure that children who rely on meals provided by the setting can continue to receive them.
Attendance Expectations
In recognising that families may have legitimate concerns regarding the impact of extreme heat on their child,  settings should take a supportive and pragmatic approach.
Where parents or carers advise that they believe attendance may present a health risk to their child, education settings  are encouraged to work constructively with families and consider authorising absence where appropriate. Settings  should communicate clearly with parents regarding local arrangements and attendance coding decisions.
Alternative Closure Models
Some settings  may choose to:
· Officially close the  setting to normal attendance.
· Continue to provide access to the site for any pupils whose parents wish them to attend.
· Operate reduced supervision arrangements with limited educational provision.
Under these circumstances, for children attending a school setting,  schools may determine that all pupils receive a Y code in accordance with attendance guidance, ensuring consistency across the pupil population while maintaining support for those families requiring on-site provision.
Communication with Parents and Carers
Settings should communicate decisions as early as possible and clearly explain:
· The reasons for the decision.
· The local risk assessment considerations.
· Arrangements for vulnerable pupils and children of frontline workers.
· Attendance expectations and codes being applied.
· Any amended collection, transport, meal or supervision arrangements.
Parents and carers are encouraged to support education settings in implementing these measures and to recognise that decisions are being made in the interests of pupil and staff welfare, based on local circumstances and available evidence.
Communication with the Local Authority
Please can you ensure that you notify the local authority by completing the school closure notification form. Once completed e-mail to ed.help2@slough.gov.uk
Suggested Statement for Education Settings 
The setting  has undertaken a risk assessment in relation to the expected extreme temperatures. Having considered the specific circumstances of our site, pupils and staff, the Headteacher and Governing Body/Management have determined the most appropriate arrangements for our setting. We appreciate the support of parents and carers as we seek to balance educational provision with the health, safety and wellbeing of all members of our setting community.
The UK Health Security Agency (UKHSA) has published updated guidance for schools and early years settings 
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