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1 	INTRODUCTION



1.1	The aim of this document is to identify the principal risks to the health and safety of employees, contractors and the members of the public arising from communicable diseases and specify the general precautions that must be taken to eliminate or reduce these risks. 



1.2	For the purposes of this guide, the term ‘communicable disease’ refers to any infection that can be transmitted to people through their work activity.



1.3	The legislation requires an assessment of the risks to staff and others from any communicable disease that they may be exposed to in the course of work. The risk assessments must be specific to the communicable disease. Control measures should also be specific to the infection.



1.4	There are specific legal requirements, duties and responsibilities contained within the Control of Substances Hazardous to Health Regulations 2002.



2		TRAINING 



2.1	All staff must be provided with sufficient instruction, training (Level 1 minimum) or supervision to be able to carry out their work safely. (Specialist training will be required where a series of control measures are needed to prevent illness.)



2.2	Managers and supervisors and should have sufficient experience or training to be able to identify the hazards and to be able to put in place measures to reduce the chances of illness.



2.3	Any employee who is required to carry out risk assessments on communicable diseases should as a minimum have attended the Level 2 training modules.



3		GENERAL PRECAUTIONS 



3.1	The risks from communicable diseases can be minimised by good hygiene practice and the provision of appropriate training and information.



3.2	Certain diseases may require additional precautions including immunisation if the risks of exposure cannot be removed or reduced by other means.



3.3	When deciding on specific precautions assistance can be obtained from the Occupational Health and Corporate Health and Safety teams.



3.4	If you suspect an outbreak or public health incident please contact:

· Public Health England South East, Thames Valley Protection Team on 0344 225 3861, option 4 or 0844 967 0083 out of hours. 

· In the event of an outbreak special precautions will need to be put in place (refer to the Corporate Health and Safety team).
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Classification: OFFICIAL

RISK ASSESSMENT FOR CONTROLLING COMMUNICABLE DISEASES

*Complete form to make specific to your location and work activities



		
Directorate:                                                                                   Service/Location:                                                      Task:



		HAZARD

Activity/equipment/	Possible injury

process etc	   harm

		TO WHOM

		LIKELIHOOD
(L)

		SEVERITY
(S)

		RISK RATING
(LxS)

		EXISTING CONTROLS

		ACTION REQUIRED



		Common communicable diseases:













		



Dependant on infection, medical treatment and resistance: Affects can include:

Death, acute and chronic illness, skin lesions, diarrhoea, vomiting, pain and discomfort



		







Staff and others





"





"









		Please 

		Specify 

		Refer to Code of Practice 027

		See example of range of controls below;





Training, instruction and supervision; good hygiene practices; personal protective equipment; immunisation; Local Safety Practices; exclusion from work activity; isolation or quarantine; outbreak control procedures.

		

















Name of Assessor:										Date:



Position:											Review Date 







5   	KEY HEALTH AND SAFETY POINTS

5.1 	It is the responsibility of the manager to conduct a COSHH assessment. To produce   

this they will need to:

a)	Identify which, if any, communicable diseases staff and others may be exposed to. 

b)	Detail those precautions to be taken to control the risk. For example, specific hygiene precautions, training and information

c)	Review the assessment regularly and whenever new work practices are adopted.

d)	Maintain, examine and test control measures to see that they are being followed. Control measures will be changed or replaced as necessary.

e)	Arrange health surveillance where necessary. This will include regular check ups. Health records should also be kept.

f)	Provide staff with information about health risks, and training in the use of control measures and protective equipment.

g)	Supply Personal Protective Equipment where required.

h)	Consider immunisation programmes where other control measures do not adequately reduce the risks from biological hazards.



5.2 	Employee responsibilities are:

· To adhere to the adopted safe working practices and procedures.

· All accidents, incidents or near misses are reported to their manager or supervisor as soon as possible.

· Immediately bring to the attention of their manager or supervisor any uncontrolled hazards.

· Take part in health surveillance and report any ill health to your manager.

· They use work equipment in the correct manner and report any defects to their manager or supervisor.	

· They wear any Personal Protective Equipment that has been provided for their safety and report any defects to their manager or supervisor

· They do not endanger themselves or others.






6   	ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 

		Communicable Diseases in the work environment, who is at risk and prevention.



Below are listed the diseases, which may be contracted in the work environment and the precautions necessary to protect those exposed. In addition to staff, volunteers and members of the public working on Council sites may also be at risk from these diseases.



Tetanus (Lockjaw)

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/tetanus/ 

https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/tetanus-guidance-data-and-analysis 



Leptospirosis (Weils Disease)

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/leptospirosis/ 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/leptospirosis 



Lyme Disease

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/lyme-disease/ 

https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/lyme-disease-guidance-data-and-analysis 



Scabies

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/scabies/ 



Legionellosis (Legionnaires Disease)

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/legionnaires-disease/ 

https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/legionnaires-disease-guidance-data-and-analysis 



Psittacosis

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/psittacosis 



Tuberculosis (TB)

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/tuberculosis-tb/ 



https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/tuberculosis-and-other-mycobacterial-diseases-diagnosis-screening-management-and-data 



Gastorenteritis infections and foodborne outbreaks 

https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/gastrointestinal-infections-guidance-data-and-analysis 



https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/norovirus-guidance-data-and-analysis








7		Reference documentation

Health & Safety Executive website: https://www.hse.gov.uk/coshh/

Control of Substances Hazardous to Health Regulations 2002

Control of Substances Hazardous to Health (Amendment) Regulations 2004

Corporate Code of Practice 008 – COSHH

Corporate Code of Practice 028 - Sharps

Management of Outbreaks of Food borne Illness – Department of Health

Training Options: Learning & Development webpage on SBC Insite



 

8		Infection Control Fact Sheets

Contents:





Anthrax

Athlete’s Foot

Botulism

Brucellosis

Bronchiolitis

Campylobacteriosis

Chickenpox

Cholera

Clostridium difficile

Cold Sores

Conjunctivitis

Coronavirus COVID-19

Cryptosporidiosis

Cytomegalovirus

Diphtheria

E. coli O157:H7

Food posioning

Gastroenteritis

Glandular Fever

Haemolytic uraemic syndrome (HUS)

Hand, Foot and Mouth Disease

Head Lice

Hepatitis A

Hepatitis B

Hepatitis C

HIV/AIDS

Impetigo

Infectious bloody diarrhoea

Influenza

Invasive group A streploccocal disease 

Legionnaires’ Disease

Leprosy

Leptospirosis

Listeriosis

Malaria

Measles

Meningococcal Disease

Molluscum contagiosum

MRSA

Mumps

Plague

Rabies

Ringworm

Rotavirus

Rubella

SARS

Scabies

Scarlet Fever

Shigella Dysentery

Shingles

Slapped Cheek Syndrome

Small pox

Small Round Structured Virus

Tetanus 

Threadworms

Tuberculosis

Typhoid Fever (Enleric fever)

Typhus

Verrucae

Viral haemorrhagic fever (VHF)

Whooping Cough

Yellow Fever





Suspected and confirmed cases of the diseases in italics are “notifiable”, which means that Public Health England, Thames Valley Protection Team must be told about a case. It is usual for the GP, hospital laboratory or Environmental Health Officer to do this through the Health Protection Team by emailing encrypted information to TVPHE@phe.gov.uk  or calling 0344 225 3861 (option 4).

 





USING THE INFECTION CONTROL FACT SHEETS

The information in the fact sheets is intended for use by SBC staff and may be copied and given to staff, carers and parents whenever appropriate or they should be signposted to the NHS website.  https://www.nhs.uk/ 



The Fact Sheets are not intended:

· To enable a non-health professional to make a diagnosis

· To be a substitute for advice from a GP



There are several web sites where further information can be obtained:

· Public Health England:

	 https://www.gov.uk/topic/health-protection/infectious-diseases 



https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/health-protection-in-schools-and-other-childcare-facilities 



· NHS Website: https://www.nhs.uk/ 



Meningitis:

https://www.meningitis.org/ and https://www.meningitisnow.org/ 



Exclusion table:

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/789369/Exclusion_table.pdf 



You can also contact the Corporate Health and Safety Team on 01753 875742 / 01753 875046



Legislation requires an assessment of the risks to staff and others from any communicable disease that they may be exposed to in the course of their work. The risk assessments must be specific to the communicable disease.   Control measures should also be specific to the infection.  Further, specific legal requirements, duties and responsibilities contained within the Control of Substances Hazardous to Health Regulations 2004.



FOR NOTIFIABLE DISEASES

Public Health England, Thames Valley Health Protection Team must be told about a case.  It is usual for the GP, hospital laboratory or Environmental Health Officer to do this through the Health Protection Team by emailing encrypted information securely to TVPHE@phe.gov.uk or calling 0344 225 3861 (option 4)

If you are unsure that has already happened you are welcome to contact Public Health directly.

For any infectious disease PHE are able to provide advice on infection control measures, exclusion periods and those vulnerable to infection.













Fact Sheets



ANTHRAX 
NOTIFIABLE 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/anthrax-how-to-spot-and-report-the-disease 



ATHLETE’S FOOT

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/athletes-foot/ 



BOTULISM
NOTIFIABLE

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/botulism/ 



https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/botulism-reporting-questionnaires 



BRONCHIOLITIS

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/bronchiolitis/ 



BRUCELLOSIS
NOTIFIABLE

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/brucellosis/  



https://www.gov.uk/guidance/brucellosis 



CAMPYLOBACTER (FOOD POISONING)
NOTIFIABLE 

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/food-poisoning/ 



https://www.nhs.uk/news/food-and-diet/food-poisoning-bug-in-chicken/ 



CHICKENPOX

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/chickenpox/ 

 

CHOLERA
NOTIFIABLE

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/cholera/ 



CLOSTRIDIUM DIFFICILE

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/c-difficile/ 



COLD SORES
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/cold-sores/ 



CONJUNCTIVITIS
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/conjunctivitis/ 

CORONOVIRUS COVID 19

NOTIFIABLE 

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/



CRYPTOSPORIDIOSIS
NOTIFIABLE 

http://www.hse.gov.uk/agriculture/zoonoses-data-sheets/cryptosporidiosis.pdf 



CYTOMEGALOVIRUS (CMV) 
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/cytomegalovirus-cmv/ 



DIPHTHERIA 
NOTIFIABLE 

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/diphtheria/ 



https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/774753/Diphtheria_Guidelines_Final.pdf



STEC E. COLI INCLUDING 0157 
NOTIFIABLE 

https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/vero-cytotoxin-producing-escherichia-coli-vtec-guidance-data-and-analysis - see factsheets from page 55



ENCEPHALITIS  

NOTIFIABLE 

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/encephalitis/ 



FOOD POISONING 
NOTIFIABLE 

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/food-poisoning/ 



GASTROENTERITIS/DIARRHOEA AND VOMITING
NOTIFIABLE 

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/diarrhoea-and-vomiting/ 



GLANDULAR FEVER (MONO)
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/glandular-fever/ 



HAEMOLYTIC URAEMIC SYNDROME (HUS)
NOTIFIABLE 

https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/vero-cytotoxin-producing-escherichia-coli-vtec-guidance-data-and-analysis 



HAND FOOT & MOUTH DISEASE
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/hand-foot-mouth-disease/ 



HEAD LICE
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/head-lice-and-nits/  



HEPATITIS A
NOTIFIABLE 

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/hepatitis-a/ 



HEPATITIS B
NOTIFIABLE 

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/hepatitis-b/ 



HEPATITIS C
NOTIFIABLE

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/hepatitis-c/ 

 

HIV/AIDS
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/hiv-and-aids/causes/ 



IMPETIGO
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/impetigo/ 



INFECTIOUS BLOODY DIARRHOEA 

NOTIFIABLE

https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/campylobacter-guidance-data-and-analysis 



INFLUENZA
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/flu/



INVASIVE GROUP A STREPTOCOCCAL DISEASE 

NOTIFIABLE

https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/group-a-streptococcal-infections-guidance-and-data 



LEGIONNAIRE’S DISEASE
NOTIFIABLE

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/legionnaires-disease/ 



LEPROSY 

NOTIFIABLE 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/334363/Memorandum_on_leprosy_2012.pdf 



LEPTOSPIROSIS (WEILS’S DISEASE)
NOTIFIABLE

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/leptospirosis/ 



LISTERIOSIS
NOTIFIABLE

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/listeriosis/ 



MALARIA 

NOTIFIABLE

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/malaria/ 



https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/malaria-prevention-transmission-symptoms/malaria-transmission-incubation-period-symptoms 



MEASLES

NOTIFIABLE 

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/measles/ 



MENINGITIS AND MENINGOCOCCAL DISEASE 

NOTIFIABLE 

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/meningitis/ 



MOLLUSCUM CONTAGIOSUM 

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/molluscum-contagiosum/ 



MRSA 

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/mrsa/ 



MUMPS 

NOTIFIABLE 

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/mumps/ 



PLAGUE

NOTIFIABLE

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/plague-epidemiology-outbreaks-and-guidance 



POLIO 

NOTIFIABLE

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/polio/ 



RABIES 

NOTIFIABLE

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/rabies/ 



RINGWORM 

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/ringworm/ 



ROTAVIRUS

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/diarrhoea-and-vomiting/ 



RUBELLA

NOTIFIABLE 

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/rubella/ 



SARS (SEVERE ACUTE RESPIRATORY SYNDROME)

NOTIFIABLE

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/sars/ 



SCABIES

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/scabies/ 



SCARLET FEVER

NOTIFIABLE 

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/scarlet-fever/ 



SHIGELLA 

NOTIFIABLE 

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/dysentery/ 



SHINGLES

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/shingles/ 



SLAPPED CHEEK SYNDROME

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/slapped-cheek-syndrome/ 



SMALLPOX

NOTIFIABLE

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/smallpox-and-vaccinia-the-green-book-chapter-29 



SMALL ROUND STRUCTURED VIRUS (SRSV) - NORWALK VIRUS

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/diarrhoea-and-vomiting/ 



TETANUS (LOCKJAW)

NOTIFIABLE 

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/tetanus/ 



THREADWORMS

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/threadworms/ 



TUBERCULOSIS

NOTIFIABLE 

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/tuberculosis-tb/ 



TYPHUS 

NOTIFIABLE 

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/typhus/ 



TYPHOID FEVER

NOTIFIABLE

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/typhoid-fever/ 



VERRUCAE

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/warts-and-verrucas/



VIRAL HAEMORRHAGIC FEVER (VHF)

NOTIFIABLE 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/viral-haemorrhagic-fever-algorithm-and-guidance-on-management-of-patients 



WHOOPING COUGH (PERTUSSIS)

NOTIFIABLE 

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/whooping-cough/ 



YELLOW FEVER

NOTIFIABLE

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/yellow-fever/ 



	




10	NON-INFECTIOUS CONDITIONS FACT SHEETS 

The following medical conditions are not infectious, but staff need to be aware of them, and how to assist children who have them. 



Several may require the child to be treated as an inpatient, and schools will need to consider how to ensure educational continuity, especially at critical pints in the National Curriculum.



These Fact Sheets should be used to assist those with responsibilities in community environments and for providing information to parents and carers.



The information in the fact sheets is intended for use by school doctors, school nurses, health visitors and teachers in schools and nurseries. The fact sheets may be copied and given to parents whenever appropriate. 



As with the infectious conditions fact sheets, these are not intended:

· To enable a non-health professional to make a diagnosis

· To be a substitute for advice from a GP



BETA THALASSAEMIA MAJOR

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/thalassaemia/ 



SICKLE CELL DISEASE

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/sickle-cell-disease/ 
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