Round-up of School Zoom Meeting - 6th July 2021

Following the Schools Zoom Health and Safety meeting held on 6th July 2021, please find attached the following documents:
1. Power point presentation from the day
1. Question and answers list – How to sanitise and disinfect toys?
1. Heather Cook’s, COVID Schools Programme Officer, presentation on Slough COVID data and surge testing in Slough. Her contact details are on the presentation should you have any questions in relation to COVID.
1. The Slough vaccination schedule for the coming weeks. 
1. CLEAPSS documents for the Science, D&T and Art Department:
1. Hot weather: the storage of chemicals and ventilation in a Science Department
1. Prep your department for the summer Holiday
1. End of Year Checklist & Hot Weather Advice for DT and Art departments
The summer holidays are a perfect time to deep clean the whole school making sure that it is a healthy fresh environment for all to return to in September. 

If you have any questions, in relation to the attached, please so not hesitate to contact any member of the H&S Team on healthandsafety@slough.gov.uk. 

The date for the next meeting is:
Date: Tuesday 28th September 2021
Time: 10:00 – 11:00

The details of the meeting are:
Format: Zoom. This can be downloaded as an app on mobile phones and laptops. 
Meeting ID: 3126023755
Password: 802589
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End of Year Checklist & Hot Weather Advice 


for DT and Art departments 


 


Below you will find information about things that you may need to get done before 


the end of term, as well as things that you need to ensure are kept in the right 


conditions so that they are safe to use in September. 


 


Consider the working temperatures in your practical spaces, as the summer starts to 


heat up, your rooms will too. 


 Try to make sure you have good ventilation, without causing issues for other 


areas. 


 Remember, as the temperature rises, staff and pupils can dehydrate, so make 


sure you and your pupils have access to fresh drinking water. 


 There is a lot of research that shows concentration drops as you get 


dehydrated, in a workshop or food room, this can be particularly important. 


 


Some of the equipment and materials used in practical areas will need to be put 


away or decommissioned for the summer. 


 Make sure that things are stored safely, don’t place heavy items on high 


shelves. 


 Remember to take care of flexes and plugs. 


 When storing electrical items cables should not be tightly wound around equipment 


as this can damage the insulation. 


 







Workshops/Art studios: 


 In the last week of term, it would be a good idea to lightly oil bare metal 


surfaces of machines and hand tools.  


o This can be done with thin lubrication oil, such as 3 in 1, and wiped 


onto the surface using a piece of rag. 


o Prior to oiling machines, ensure that the machine is off and the power 


is isolated. 


o The person doing this should wear disposable chemical resistant 


gloves or barrier cream.   


o The rag should be disposed of in a sealed plastic bag and then placed 


in the bin as normal waste. 


 3d printers and other equipment that heat plastic should have any filament or 


material removed from the heated components. 


 For 3D printers, this will mean heating the hot end and then removing the 


filament. 


 Laser cutter beds should be cleaned and any small bits of material vacuumed 


out of the cutting area. 


Food rooms: 


 Ovens and grills should be cleaned and fridges emptied and wiped clean. 


 Freezers may still have food in them, but ideally these should also be emptied 


and defrosted and then cleaned. 


 All food storage areas should be cleared and cleaned, to help to keep pests at 


bay. 


 Bear in mind that gas cookers are on flexible pipes. They should have safety 


chains fitted to stop them being moved when in use, but for cleaning purposes 


the chains can be removed. 


 Food room sinks can have remnants of food waste in the traps, so it’s a good 


idea to run the taps for a few minutes after the last lesson. 


 If possible make arrangements for someone to run the taps every few days 


over the summer break, to make sure the traps stay wet, as they can dry out 


in hot weather, which can allow smells and pests to rise through the drainage 


system. 







Textiles: 


Some textiles equipment will need servicing and lubricating, check with the 


manufacturers instructions, or contact your service engineer for further advice. 


 


All rooms: 


 At the end of term, make sure all the power is locked off to the rooms, plugs 


are switched off and isolators are off. 


 Cleaners and site staff will still have access to the rooms, so it is important 


that tool stores and equipment are locked to ensure that access is limited. 


 


If you have any queries, contact the CLEAPSS helpline: 01895 251 496. 
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Prep your department for the Summer Holiday 


 


Before leaving your science department for the school holidays we advise that you 


go through the following check list in addition to the end of the day ‘aide 


memoire’ from  DL248b Running a Prep Room 


 


End of Term Check List: 


Have animals and plants received adequate attention? 


Is electrical equipment turned off unless intended to be left on?  


 Make sure that plugs for the Fridges & Freezers have labels on them 


clearly indicating that they should not be switched off. 


 Check with facilities manager that power to the department will not be 


turned off over the holidays 


Are all gas taps turned off? 


Are all water taps turned off? 


If appropriate, are mains gas, electric &/or water turned off? 


 


Are laboratory benches, floors and sinks free of broken glass? 


Are laboratory benches, floors and sinks free of spilled chemicals? 


Has completed practical equipment been removed from laboratories? 


 


Are chemicals stored safely and correctly? 


Are gas cylinders stored securely in their normal place? 


 


Are valuable and desirable items stored securely? 


In the prep room, are windows shut? 


Are cupboards that are the responsibility of technicians locked? 


Have teachers been reminded that they are responsible for the security of their own 


laboratories? 


 


Have you taken appropriate Hot or Cold Weather Precautions for your chemical store? 


 



http://science.cleapss.org.uk/Resource-Info/DL248b-Customisable-Running-a-Prep-Room-documents.aspx

http://science.cleapss.org.uk/Resource-Info/DL248b-Customisable-Running-a-Prep-Room-documents.aspx





Returning after the holidays - check your chemicals 


When you come back to school after the holidays, keep safe while you check that chemicals in 


the store are ok. 


 


There may have been a spill or leak so keep safe by reading GL246 before going in, and 


check  GL247 and GL252 for further details and advice on what to look for.    


  


Be particularly careful if the weather has been hot or you are unsure that the store is ventilated 


well. 


 


If you need any help or advice contact the CLEAPSS Helpline 


https://science.cleapss.org.uk/helpline/ 


 



http://science.cleapss.org.uk/Resource-Info/GL246-Checking-bottles-in-the-chemical-store.aspx

http://science.cleapss.org.uk/Resource-Info/GL247-The-shelf-life-of-chemicals.aspx

http://science.cleapss.org.uk/Resource-Info/GL252-Advice-on-purchasing-and-storing-concentrated-nitric-acid-65-70.aspx

https://science.cleapss.org.uk/helpline/
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Schools Meeting and Q&A

06.07.2021 at 10.00 – 11.00

Questions:

Q1)	Can you please provide details on how we should be sanitising our toys?

ANS: Disinfecting toys  is important for keeping your staff and children healthy., it’s easy for germs and bacteria to spread. Also, there are many surfaces that microorganisms and pathogens can lurk on, however, the dirtiest object – and the one most known for spreading bacteria and viruses – is also the most popular: toys. 

Your  children’s centre  toys are played with, sneezed on, chewed on, coughed on, slobbered on and touched by more than a dozen people each day. The level of bacteria and the risk of infection increases with each use, which makes the chances of an outbreak or sickness very likely.

Toys are a high-touch surface. Eliminating germs from toys has several challenges, Here is some guidance:

1. Sanitizing & Disinfecting Plastic Toys

Toys like: Legos, Nerf toys, animals and people figures, some dolls, balls, mega blocks, instruments, trains and tracks, magna-tiles, pretend food and kitchen items

To sanitize and disinfect toys: 

	•Collect toys in a plastic bin that you can sanitize along with the toys.

	•Remove dirt and stains with hot, soapy water.

	•Scrub toys with a brush to ensure all grooves are free of debris using washing up liquid

	•Rinse toys thoroughly and let the air dry.

	•Soak toys in a plastic bucket using a solution of non-toxic disinfectant such as Milton 	following the manufacturer’s instructions.

	•Rinse toys and plastic bin with clean water and allow them to air dry and leave for 72 	hours..

	•Disinfect your plastic toys on the same day each week.

	•Disinfect toys after a child puts a toy in their mouth, when a child becomes ill to avoid an 	outbreak, or when a toy comes into contact with bodily fluids.



2. Sanitizing & Disinfecting Porous Toys

Toys like: Wooden kitchen toys, wooden blocks, many Melissa & Doug sets, wooden cars and figures, dress up clothes, board books, and stuffed animals

To sanitize and disinfect toys: 

To disinfect porous toys that are solid: 

	•Porous toys can’t be submerged in water or soaked in cleaning solutions.

	•First, wipe the toys with a cloth that has been soaked in hot, soapy water. Be careful not to 	saturate the toy – the goal is to remove any debris.

	•Use a scrub brush or toothbrush to remove any dirt or grime from grooves.

	•Allow the toys to dry completely.

	•Wipe the toys with a fresh cloth that’s been soaked in a non-toxic disinfectant prepared to 	the manufacturer’s recommendations.

	•Allow the solution to remain on the toy for the manufacturer’s recommended time.

	•Note, when using a disinfectant for the first time, do a spot test to ensure the solution will 	not discolour the toy.

	•Wipe the toys with a fresh cloth that’s been rinsed with clean water to remove any residual 	disinfectant.

	•Allow the toys to air dry completely.

	•Disinfect toys after a child puts a toy in their mouth, when a child becomes ill to avoid an 	outbreak, or when a toy when it comes into contact with blood, feces, vomit, urine or other 	bodily fluids.



To disinfect porous toys that are fabric:

	•Run toys through a hot water laundry cycle with appropriate detergent.

	•Dry them using the hot cycle of a clothes dryer.

	•Do not use disinfectant solutions on fabric toys.



Some additional information can be found on cleaning Lego on web page: https://www.lego.com/en-gb/service/help/bricks-building/brick-facts/cleaning-your-lego-bricks-408100000007835 

1
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Tuesday


13th July


Slough Highstreet (Near Cinema)              9am - 5pm - Pfizer & AstraZeneca
Langley Health Centre, SL3 8LE                  8.30am - 8pm - Pfizer
Salt Hill Activity Centre, SL1 3SS                 8-8pm – Pfizer & AstraZeneca


Slough Highstreet (Near Cinema)              9am - 5pm - Pfizer & AstraZeneca 
Check Out (Farnham Road)                         1pm- 5pm - Pfizer


Salt Hill Activity Centre, SL1 3SS                8am - 8pm – Pfizer & AstraZeneca
Langley Health Centre, SL3 8LE                  8.30am - 8pm - Pfizer


Britwell Parish Community Centre           1 - 4pm - Pfizer
Salt Hill Activity Centre, SL1 3SS                8am - 8pm – Pfizer & AstraZeneca


Slough Highstreet (Near Cinema)              9am - 5pm - Pfizer & AstraZeneca


Slough Highstreet (Near Cinema)             9am - 6pm - Pfizer & AstraZeneca


Chalvey Supermarket                                   2pm - 5pm Pfizer
Salt Hill Activity Centre, SL1 3SS                8am - 8pm – Pfizer & AstraZeneca


Jamia Ghousia Mosque (Diamond Road) 2pm - 4pm - Pfizer


Slough Highstreet (Near Cinema)             9am - 6pm - Pfizer & AstraZeneca


Sainsbury's (Uxbridge Road)                       2pm - 5pm Pfizer
Langley Health Centre, SL3 8LE                 10am - 6pm- Pfizer & AstraZeneca
Salt Hill Activity Centre, SL1 3SS                8am - 8pm – Pfizer & AstraZeneca


Asda Superstore (Telford drive)                 10am - 2pm - Pfizer


Slough Highstreet (Near Cinema)             10am - 5pm - Pfizer & AstraZeneca
Saint Thomas Church, SL3 0RH                  11am - 2pm - Pfizer
Salt Hill Activity Centre, SL1 3SS                8am - 8pm – Pfizer & AstraZeneca


Wednesday


14th July


Thursday


15th July


Friday


16th July


Saturday


17th July


Sunday


18th July


SLOUGH COVID-19 VACCINATION 
WALK IN CLINICS


EVERYONE 18+


No Appointment Necessary
For those who live or work in Slough 


Don’t forget to eat and have water before your vaccination
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Schools On-line 


Meeting and Q&A 


 


6th July 2021 
 







Welcome 


Welcome to the schools Q&A session 
 


- Sharing good practice 


 


- Any questions please post on chat and we will  


     answer at Q&A session 


 







Today’s speakers 


Victoria Swift – Senior H&S Adviser 


Bhavini Ranu – Senior H&S Adviser - Compliance 


Georgina Watson – H&S Adviser 


Shameem Din – H&S Adviser 


 


Special guests: 


Heather Cook – COVID School Programme Officer 







If you have any questions, 


Please do not hesitate to contact any member of 
the H&S Team on: 
 


 01753 875046 or 01753 875742 
 


or email  


Email: _healthandsafety@slough.gov.uk  


  



mailto:_healthandsafety@slough.gov.uk





FLASH 


  


 


• A revised FLASH Checklist will be issued to all 


schools in September 2021. Please ensure these 


are completed and returned within the deadline 


date. 


 
 


 


 


 


 
 







Building Compliance 


  


 


•  In light of the current COVID-19 outbreak it is essential that 


statutory compliance is continued for your premises during the 


summer holidays.  
 


•  Allowing contractor’s access to carrying out statutory 


compliant checks will ensure that you remain compliant.  
 







Legionella 


  


 


Ensure the domestic water services are managed 


throughout the holiday period to reduce the risk of 


legionella: 







Legionella 


  


 


Cold water systems 
This includes tanks, sinks/basins/showers and drinking water outlets (taps 


and water fountains). 


  


Ensure the following: 


 Do not drain down systems. 


 Increase the frequency of outlet flushing and temperature monitoring to 


maintain water quality within the entire system. 


 If required, consider additional water quality testing at water outlets 


(closest and further from the main water source) and drinking water 


outlets that remain in use. 


 Ensure records are kept. 







Legionella 


  


Domestic hot water services 
This includes calorifiers/direct fired water heaters/sinks/ 
basins/ showers.  
Ensure the following: 
 Do not drain down systems or switch off hot water 


heaters, you should continue hot water generation 
servicing in line with manufacturers’ criteria and normal 
operation. 







Legionella 


  
Domestic hot water services cont’d 
 Water temperatures must be kept within limits 


recommended for the control of legionella bacteria in 
water systems. For reference, use the Approved Code of 
Practice and HSG 274. 


 Regularly check hot water generation for functionality.  
 Ensure records are kept. 
If the hot water system is left operational the hot water 
should be circulating as normal and regular checks, in line 
with guidance, should be carried out. 



https://www.hse.gov.uk/pubns/books/l8.htm

https://www.hse.gov.uk/pubns/books/l8.htm

https://www.hse.gov.uk/pubns/books/hsg274.htm





Legionella 


  


 


Re-opening in September 2021 
 Commission a water treatment specialist to chlorinate 


and flush the complete system for all hot and cold water 
systems (including drinking water) and certify the water 
system is safe before the buildings are reoccupied. Allow 
sufficient time for this activity, approximately 1 week 
before opening if possible.  


  







Legionella 


  


 


Re-opening in September 2021 cont’d 
 Recommission all systems before re-opening, as would 


normally be done after a long holiday period. This 
includes gas, heating, water supply, mechanical and 
electrical systems, and catering equipment. 


  







Legionella 


  
Re-opening in September 2021 cont’d 
 Check your fire safety systems including making sure: 
 all fire doors are operational 
 your fire alarm system and emergency lights are 


operational 
 Clean and disinfect all areas and surfaces prior to 


reopening and if necessary, utilise pest control for insect 
infestations, particularly in the kitchen and/or food 
preparation areas. Deep clean the kitchen prior to 
reopening before food preparation resumes. 







 


 


 


 


Heather Cook 


COVID Schools Programme Officer  


 
Heather.cook@slough.gov.uk 


Tel: 07837 725098 


  


 



mailto:Heather.cook@slough.gov.uk





Current figures in Slough 
  


 


29th June 2021: 


• Case Rate is 84.3 per 100,000 (up from 64.2 on 24/6/21) 


 


• Slough was 169th in the national rankings (380 areas) 


on 24/6/21 but has risen since (5th highest area out of 


neighbouring local authorities)  







Current figures in Slough 
  


 


• 60+ case rate was 27.9 per 100,000 on 24/6/21   
 


• Positivity was 2.4% on 24/6/21 (and is reducing) 
 


• Highest case rates in Slough were amongst: 


 5-24 year olds 
 


• But is now amongst:  


 30-39 year old males and 10-59 year old females  
 


Rates of cases are rising across England (94.6 per 


100,000) and the South East (55 per 100,000) 







Delta variant 


 


• Public Health England’s latest weekly variant cases data 


on 24th June shows that cases of the Delta variant 


(B.1.617.2 formerly known as the Indian variant) have 


risen by 33,630 to 75,953 since week commencing 14th 


June. The data indicates that 99% of new COVID-19 


cases in the UK are now the Delta variant 


 


• On 15th June 2021 there were 1,227 confirmed COVID 


patients in UK hospitals (compared with almost 40,000 


on 18th January 2021) 


   







Delta variant 


 


• Slough has been running an intensive vaccination 


programme with no appointments necessary – Salt Hill 


and other locations.  Vaccinations are available for ages 


18+ 


 


• For anyone over the age of 40, or anyone who is 


clinically extremely vulnerable,  the second dose of the 


COVID-19 vaccine is being brought forward from 12 to 8 


weeks 


   







Surge Testing in Slough 


• Residents: Door knocking operational in the postcode 


communities of SL1 3, SL2 1, SL2 5 


 


• Mobile Testing Units (MTUs): Woodlands Gurdawara 


(SL1 3BU), Arbour Park Stadium (SL2, 3BU), Town 


Centre (SL1, 1JU) For schools only: Langley College, 


The Grove Academy  


 


• Static Testing Site: The Sports Centre (SL1, 4UT) 


 


  


 







Surge Testing in Slough 


• Businesses: Not to be surge tested due to expected low 


rate of return 


 


• Schools: All school staff and secondary aged pupils 


were planned to be tested. Schools have been put into 


priority lists over 5 Waves: Wave 1 & 2 completed. Wave 


3 & 4 partially completed 


 


Surge Testing to end in Slough by 7th July 


 


  


 







 


 


www.berkshirepublichealth.co.uk 


 


Q and A 



http://www.berkshirepublichealth.co.uk/

http://www.berkshirepublichealth.co.uk/

http://www.berkshirepublichealth.co.uk/





  Covid 19 – Latest update 


Guidance updates  
 


 INFO 038I - Information on Vulnerable People 
 


 FORM 038C - Covid - Implementing Protective Measures in 


Education and Childcare Settings Checklist 
 


 FORM 038F - Health Vulnerability Risk Assessment  
 


 FORM 038I - Health Vulnerability Risk Assessment  


     Educational Settings  
 


 FORM 038K - Covid - Implementing protective  


     measures for out of school settings Checklist  







HSE – Case update  
 
School fined after worker injured in fall from ladder  
 


- Southend High School for Boys Academy Trust sentenced after worker fell from 


a ladder fined £24,000 and ordered to pay costs of £5,446. 


 


- The injured (IP) person was using an unsecured ladder at the school to 


dismantle a canopy roof when the ladder slipped, causing the worker to fall and 


sustain fractures to his face, a fractured femur and other injuries. 


 


- HSE found the school did not have a risk assessment or safe system for 


dismantling the canopy roof which resulted in the work being conducted 


unsafely. Other work at height also carried out unsafely 


 


- No assessment made to the fragility of the roof, no suitable equipment provided, 


IP not trained and not supervised 


 


- More information can be found here https://press.hse.gov.uk/2021/05/27/school-


fined-after-worker-injured-in-fall-from-ladder/  
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HSE – Case update  
 
School fined after child is fatally injured 
 


- Great Baddow High School Chelmsford fined £16,700 and ordered to pay costs 


of £12,000. 


 


- The lockers, which had doors missing, stood prominently in the changing area 


provided a climbing frame to the children. As they climbed on the front of the unit 


it toppled forward. One child was able to jump free but tragically one pupil could 


not and the locker fell on top of him 


 


- HSE found the school found that the locker unit, had not been secured to the 


wall to prevent it from toppling over despite the unit having fixing brackets fitted 


as part of its structure.  


 


- More information can be found here https://press.hse.gov.uk/2021/06/24/high-


school-fined-after-child-is-fatally-injured/    
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Accident/Incident Reporting  


  
• Schools to send copies of completed incident forms to 


SBC especially community schools (SBC is the employer) 
 


•  Forms are reviewed and H&S Team provides advice, 
identifies trends and advises on RIDDOR reporting 
where required. 
 


• Data is logged and reports generated for CSL 







  Off-site Educational Visits - update 


DfE School Trip Guidance May 2021 
 


DfE released their Schools coronavirus (COVID-19) operational guidance – 


specific reference to Annex C.  


 


The main guidance states you may return to day trips and domestic residential 


visits but not international trips (until at the soonest 5th September 2021). All 


visits can be conducted so long as: 


 


•relevant COVID-19 guidance and regulations in place at that time of travel; and 


 


•All students should be kept within their consistent  


groups (bubbles) for the purpose of the visit. 


 


 


 


  







  Off-site Educational Visits - update 


Annex C looks at the bubble guidance in more detail and states: 
 


•bubbles should be formed from existing school bubbles 


 


•form bubbles no larger than 30 children - where possible aim to establish 


smaller bubbles; 


 


•only teachers and members of the school workforce already part of the 


established school bubble should accompany pupils 


 


•parents, carers or volunteers should not  


accompany the group to maintain the integrity of 


 the bubble. 


 


  







Training  
Training programme 2021 – via Zoom 
 


Building Manager Compliance Training 


 


This course explains your responsibilities as a  


Building Manager (Facilities and/or Service Manager)  


and covers the responsibilities for workplace  


health and safety, fire, legionella, asbestos,  


gas and electricity. We have virtual sessions via Zoom on: 


 


 Thursday 15 July from 9.30am-12.30pm  
 


To book please email: _healthandsafety@slough.gov.uk  
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Training - Train the trainer evacuation chair training 


-     
 


Claycots School is offering schools the opportunity receive training. 
 


Training provider: The Safety Chair  


 


Cost: £350 per person 


 


Date and Time: TBC 


 


The ‘Train the trainer’ course is designed for  


those employers who wish to provide a high  


standard of evacuation chair training to their 


workforce. 
 


To book please email: _J.Morrison@Claycots.com  
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H&S Documentation On-line   


H&S documents now available electronically on The Link: 
 


The web-page includes: 


 Health and Safety Information 


 H&S Codes of Practices 


 Templates forms and flow charts 


 


Only available to schools who opted in to the H&S SLA. 


Should have received an email account set up and page is password protected. 


 


 


  


 


 


 


  







DSE Eye Test Scheme 
• DSE Regulations apply to workers who use DSE daily, for an hour or more at 


a time e.g. daily, for an hour or more at a time) 
 


• The regulations don't apply to workers who use DSE infrequently or only use it 


for a short time. 


 


• Under regulations workers using an alphanumeric or graphic display screen 


includes display screens, laptops, touch screens and other similar devices. 


• Entitled to free eye test and 


• Free corrective DSE glasses. 
 


What can you do:- 


 Worker to see there own optician and provide receipts 


 School to issue vouchers:  


 SBC experience: Specsavers 


           Vision Express 
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Hot weather, the storage of chemicals and ventilation 


in a Science Department 


 


Below you will find information about storing chemicals safely in hot weather when the 


school is open. However, you also need to prepare for hot weather over the summer 


holidays when the school is closed and there may be no staff around to take action. 


 


Make sure your stored chemicals are safe in hot weather. 


Volatile chemicals: (those that evaporate easily) are most at risk. Chemicals with low boiling 


points may evaporate sufficiently at room temperature to cause pressure to build up in the 


container. They should always be stored in cool conditions. Examples (Bpt): ethanal (20°C), 


ethoxyethane (35°C), pentane (36°C). 


Dissolved gases: these are solutions of gases in water. Gases are less soluble at higher 


temperatures so, in warm weather, the pressure will build up in the container. Ensure these 


chemicals are stored in cool conditions. Examples: concentrated (‘880’) ammonia, 


concentrated hydrochloric acid. 


Chemicals that decompose: Some chemicals decompose slowly to form a gas. In an 


unvented container, the pressure will gradually increase. Keep solutions cool to slow the 


decomposition. Examples: 100 ‘vol’ hydrogen peroxide, sodium chlorate(I) solution. 


Action Plan  


 Try to keep the store as cool as possible. If there is no air con in your chemical store 


increase ventilation if possible. 


If you have windows use blinds and store chemicals away from direct sunlight. Grey reflective 


blinds are suitable. Black material is unsuitable 


 as it absorbs too much heat and warms up the room. 


Ensure the ventilation system is working. A rate of minimum 2 air changes per hour, 


maintained 24/7, with make-up air at low level and extraction at high level, is normally 


sufficient to vent hazardous fumes and maintain an   
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 even temperature. If your store is liable to become hot, the ventilation may be deficient.  


 Place bottles of volatile chemicals in water eg, in a bucket or bowl. Protect the label by 


keeping the water level below the label or placing the bottle in a plastic bag. 


 CLEAPSS model risk assessments for the safe use of chemicals require the regular 


checking of stored chemicals and their containers, and for appropriate remedial action 


to be taken when necessary. 


If you detect problems and there is a risk that fumes have built up, or you are unsure what to 


do, contact the CLEAPSS Helpline for advice on 01895 251 496 


Summer Holidays - Action Plan  


 Arrange for the store to be kept cool. If there is no air con in your store and you 


know the temperature in the store rises if the weather gets hot, increase the 


ventilation if possible. 


 Consider alternative storage arrangements - is there is a secure, cool, well-


ventilated space available, at least over the holiday period when the chemicals do not 


need to be accessed frequently. 


 Arrange for someone to check the store regularly. If this will be a non-science 


colleague, make sure they know what to look out for and what to do if problems are 


spotted. Warn the colleague not to put themselves at risk. Leave the CLEAPSS 


Helpline number and instructions (including a copy of the E Hazcards and GL120 


About Hazcards section E). 


 Place bottles of volatile chemicals in water e.g., in a bucket or bowl. 


 Protect the label by keeping the water level below the label or placing the bottle in a 


plastic bag. 


 Take care when entering the store after a period away, particularly if the weather 


has been hot. 


 Ventilation: A rate of minimum 2 air changes per hour, maintained 24/7, with make-up air at 


low level and extraction at high level, is normally sufficient to vent hazardous fumes and 


maintain an even temperature. 


 


A ventilation engineer can not only carry out measurements but also advise on suitable 


systems and design, factors which are critical to effective ventilation. 


Contact the CLEAPSS Helpline for further advice if necessary 01895 251 496. 


 


Useful resources 


 


HazCards 


http://science.cleapss.org.uk/Resources/HazCards/ 
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Emergency Cards - E Cards 


science.cleapss.org.uk/Resource-Info/Emergency-Cards-E-Cards.aspx 


 


GL246: Checking bottles in the chemical store 


http://science.cleapss.org.uk/Resource-Info/GL246-Checking-bottles-in-the-chemical-store.aspx 


 


E233 - Chemical stocklist 


http://science.cleapss.org.uk/Resource-Info/E233-Chemical-stocklist.aspx 


GL247: The shelf-life of chemicals 


http://science.cleapss.org.uk/Resource-Info/GL247-The-shelf-life-of-chemicals.aspx 


 


Handbook - Section 7 - Chemical Safety 


science.cleapss.org.uk/Resource-Info/Handbook-Section-7-Chemical-Safety.aspx 


 


GL308 - Ventilation in chemical stores and prep rooms a summary 


science.cleapss.org.uk/Resource-Info/GL308-Ventilation-in-chemical-stores-and-prep-rooms-a-


summary.aspx 


 


BB 101: Ventilation, thermal comfort and indoor air quality 2018 


science.cleapss.org.uk/Resource-Info/BB-101-Ventilation-thermal-comfort-and-indoor-air-quality-


2018.aspx 


Training Courses 


 


Health and Safety for Science Technicians self-study course (free of charge) 


This is an online introductory course to health and safety for school science technicians. 


 


The course covers legislation and how this impacts on the management of health and safety in 


schools. There is a particular focus on employer's and employee's responsibilities with respect to the 


assessment of risk for hazardous activities undertaken by technicians in the workplace. 


 


Course participants will learn how to navigate and search the CLEAPSS website with an emphasis on 


how to find and use the CLEAPSS model risk assessments relevant to the role of a school science 


technician. 


 


The training consists of a series of video presentations interspersed with self-study tasks that can be 


completed at your own pace. A follow up interactive training session is available to those who have 


completed this course. 


 


Start the course here 


The CLEAPSS Helpline is only available to our members - if you would like to become a member of 


CLEAPSS, you can download a Guide to Membership and an Application form here 


http://science.cleapss.org.uk/Resources/Membership/ 
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