Round up of Schools Zoom Meeting – 10/05/2021

Following the successful Schools H&S Zoom meeting held on 10th May 2021 please find attached the following documents:
· The PowerPoint presentation from on the day

· A list of questions and their answers. There were a number of interesting questions taken on the day including children suffering from skin rashes and dry skin from hand washing and using antibacterial hand wash, the definition of a close contact on transport and the use of electric hand dryers.

· Heather Cook, COVID Schools Programme Officer, also gave a presentation on Slough COVID data and Schools home test for lateral flow tests. Please find attached various LFT marketing leaflets and posters developed by PHE for Schools to support you promote testing. Please also find below the link to the PHE COVID Resources website. You need to register to enter the site: https://coronavirusresources.phe.gov.uk/ 

· The latest educational visits guidance from the government in relation to COVID

· One of the schools has devised an emergency plan deal with flooding issue. They found this link very helpful - Environment Agency document on responding to flooding: https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/preparing-your-business-for-flooding 

The date for the next meeting is:
Date: Tuesday 6th July 2021
Time: 10:00 – 11:00

The details of the meeting are:
Format: Zoom. This can be downloaded as an app on mobile phones and laptops. 
Meeting ID: 3126023755
[bookmark: _GoBack]Password: 802589
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Schools Meeting and Q&A 


10.05.2021 at 10.00 – 11.00 


Questions:  


Q1) I have had a few concerned parents regarding children getting rashes and 


chafed hands from the constant hand washing. I am aware there is a huge increase in 


this across the country and just wondered what advice we can give to parents?  


ANS: You can allow the parent to provide their own soap. However, they would need to fill in 
forms similar to that of the medication forms for parental and school consent. This would 
then need to be kept in a secure location and the school would need to check it is 
appropriate. 
 
Q2) Following on from a previous advise that schools should not have shared tea 


and coffee facilities and staff should bring their own, please can you confirm if this is 


still the case or will it suffice that staff only use items within designated bubbles with 


everything touched is sanitised before and after use?  


ANS: The guidance has not changed and still encourages staff to bring their own food, and 


to stagger break times, in order to keep staff form congregating.  You may also find that 


providing shared facilities would encourage staff making drinks for colleagues. 


It is therefore advised that the current control measures and procedures should continue to 


be stringently followed for the rest of the term and to revisit opening up this provision in the 


new term. 


Q3) How do we identify who is a close contact when staff and pupil are travelling 


by mini-bus? 


ANS: How close contacts may be identified on transport? A risk assessment may be 


undertaken to determine this, but a close contact can be anyone who: 


• lives in the same household as someone with coronavirus (COVID-19) symptoms 
or who has tested positive for coronavirus (COVID-19) 


 •     has had any of the following types of contact with someone who has tested  
       positive for coronavirus (COVID-19) with a PCR or LFD test:  


• face-to-face contact including being coughed on or having a face-to-face 


conversation within 1 metre 


• been within 1 metre for 1 minute or longer without face-to-face contact 


• been within 2 metres of someone for more than 15 minutes (either as a one- off 


contact or added up together over 1 day) 


• travelled in the same vehicle or a plane 


If someone who uses transport tests positive, the assessment is likely to take account of 


factors such as: 


• vehicle size 


• degree of face-to-face contact 


• length of time in close proximity 


• whether a Perspex screen is in place 


Twice-weekly testing is now available to adults working in the wider school community: This 


includes drivers and passenger assistants on school transport and is recommended by SBC 
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Q4) Can a face visor be worn if a employee does not wish to wear a mask?  


ANS: Face visors or shields can be worn by those exempt from wearing a face covering . 


Face coverings 


Face visors or shields can be worn by those exempt from wearing a face covering but they 


are not an equivalent alternative in terms of source control of virus transmission. They may 


protect the wearer against droplet spread in specific circumstances but are unlikely to be 


effective in preventing the escape of smaller respiratory particles when used without an 


additional face covering.  


Transparent face coverings which may assist communication with someone who relies on lip 


reading, clear sound or facial expression to communicate can also be worn. However it must 


be noted that there is currently very limited evidence regarding the effectiveness or safety of 


transparent face coverings, but they may be effective in reducing the spread of coronavirus 


(COVID-19). 


Q5) Would you be able to confirm if schools are now allowed to start using hand 


dryers? (we are currently using paper hand towels) What is the latest 


update/guidelines? 


ANS: can confirm that the use of hand dryers in the washroom is acceptable and does not 


contribute to the spread of the  coronavirus, concluding that both paper towels and warm air 


hand dryers offer a hygienic way to dry hands. 


The guidance now states that, to help everyone keep good hygiene throughout the working 


day, businesses should provide hand drying facilities in the form of either paper towels or 


electrical dryers.  


Further information available on HSE website: 


https://www.hse.gov.uk/coronavirus/cleaning/bathrooms-toilets-washbasins.htm 


 


 



https://www.hse.gov.uk/coronavirus/cleaning/bathrooms-toilets-washbasins.htm
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Schools On-line 


Meeting and Q&A 


 


10th May 2021 
 







Welcome 


Welcome to the schools Q&A session 
 


- Sharing good practice 


 


- Any questions please post on chat and we will  


     answer at Q&A session 


 







Today’s speakers 


Victoria Swift – Senior H&S Adviser 


Bhavini Ranu – Senior H&S Adviser - Compliance 


Georgina Watson – H&S Adviser 


Shameem Din – H&S Adviser 


Anthony-Mario Montana – Emergency Planning & Business  


      Continuity Officer 


 


Special guest: 


Heather Cook – COVID School Programme Officer 







If you have any questions, 


Please do not hesitate to contact any member of 
the H&S Team on: 
 


 01753 875046 or 01753 875742 
 


or email  


Email: _healthandsafety@slough.gov.uk  


  



mailto:_healthandsafety@slough.gov.uk





Slough data 5th May 2021 


Overall – Rate of cases stabilising but still higher than England and 


the South East: 


 


• Weekly incidence new cases per 100,000 : 47.7 


• Weekly incidence new cases per 100,00 60+ age group:  32.2 


• Positivity rate in Slough is:  2.1% (compared to 1% in Berkshire and 


0.8% nationally) 


• COVID 19 deaths:  1 w/e 16th April 


• National ranking: 23rd 


• The next highest case rates are in West Berkshire:  


    25.0 per 100,000 and 60+ 12.4 per 100,000 


 


 







Slough data 5th May 2021 cont. 


• Ages 11-16 are the highest group – particularly girls 


• There is a relatively even distribution of cases over the other age 


ranges 


• General stagnation of figures known as ‘enduring transmission’ rates 
 


Home testing of secondary aged students 
 


• Since 8th March 2021, reported testing figures have fallen by @50% 


• The data shows that more girls are home testing than boys 


• Thought to be due to less testing (schools report less students 


collecting home testing kits) but also to students not recording their 


test results 


 


 
 


 







LFT Testing 







Slough Borough Council Action Plan 


1. Vaccination  


 


2. Renewed focus on encouraging universal measures: Hands, 


Face, Space, Fresh Air  


 


3. Targeting Lateral Flow testing in schools, care homes and 


workplaces  


 


4.   Enhanced Contact Tracing services 


 


5. Continued surveillance for emerging variant risks  
 







www.berkshirepublichealth.co.uk 


 


Q and A 
 


 
 



http://www.berkshirepublichealth.co.uk/





  Covid 19 – Latest update 


Guidance updates – On The Link 
 


•  Clinically extremely vulnerable staff returning to the workplace  
 


•  FORM 038I Health Vulnerability Risk Assessment Educational Settings  


Updated information to reflect shielding advice ending on 1st April 2021 


and change in advice to pregnant women 
 


•  FORM 038C COVID Implementing Protective Measures in Education and 


      Childcare Settings Checklist 
 


•   FORM 038K COVID Implementing protective measures for out of school  


       settings Checklist 


 - Added information on singing activities.  Added  


   information on visors and transparent face coverings 


 - Exemptions to face coverings 







  Off-site Educational Visits - update 


The latest government advice on taking school trips 


 
• Day School Trips to Museums, Galleries, Attractions & Theatres ✔ 


•    Visits to outside educational sites (Rivers, Lakes, Woods, etc.) ✔ 


•    Domestic Overnight Residential Trips ✔ (from 17 May) 


•    International School Trips ✘ 


 


National Guidance Updates on Evolve  
The OEAP National Guidance have updated lots of guidance these can be 


found Evolve within the  ‘National Guidance’ section. This includes 


 
- 4.4k Coronavirus - This is the go to  


       for COVID related guidance. 







Training  
Training programme 2021 – via Zoom 
 


Accident Investigation  


 26th May - 13.00 – 16.00 


 2nd June  -  09.30 – 12.30  


 9th June   -  13.00 – 16.00 


 16thJune  -  09.30 – 12.30. 


  


Risk Assessment + Safety Inspection  


28th May - 09.30 – 12.30 


 3rd June -  13.00 – 16.00 


10th June - 13.00 – 16.00 


17th June – 09.30 – 12.30 


 


To book please email: _healthandsafety@slough.gov.uk  


 



mailto:_healthandsafety@slough.gov.uk
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Have your say 


1. Please comment in the chat function on which one of these training 


courses you would like to see available: 
 


• Building Manager Compliance Training 
 


• Fire Safety Management Training 
 


(dependant on which course is requested a session will be setup in July) 


 


2. How can the H&S team improve service delivery? 


 


 
 


 


 


 


 


 







Launch of H&S Documentation On-line   
 


H&S documents will be available electronically on The Link from mid-May. 


 


The web-page will include: 


 H&S Codes of Practices 


 Templates forms and flow charts 


 


Only available to schools who opted in to the H&S SLA. 


The page will be password protected. 


 


Is there any specific H&S information that you would like included on the web 


page? 


 


  


 


 


 


  







HSE – Case update   
 
Construction company fined after apprentice electrician falls from height 


  
- Greenway Partnership Limited, a construction company, fined after an apprentice fell 


two metres during the demolition of part of a school premises.  


 


- Bristol Magistrates’ court heard that on 8 February 2018, the apprentice electrician fell 


causing injuries. He was removing the flat roof of a Community School. 


 


- An investigation by the HSE found the company did not adequately plan for the 


removal of the flat roof. Operatives had not been trained in working at height or 


demolition, there was inadequate supervision of the work. As a result, no measures 


were put in place at the time to prevent or mitigate a fall.  


 


- The company pleaded guilty to breaching Regulation 4(1) of the Work at Height 


Regulations 2005. Despite being in liquidation the company was fined £21,319 and 


ordered to pay £6,284 in costs. 
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Educational Visits 2021

There are significant benefits of educational visits for children’s educational development, as well as their mental health and wellbeing. In line with the schools roadmap educational day visits were allowed to resume from 12th April 2021. From 17th May 2021 school’s will also be able to undertake residential educational visits. International educational visits are currently not recommended and this will be reviewed on 5th September 2021. All educational visits must follow the up to date COVID secure guidelines and must have a risk assessment. Below are some guidelines to help you with your educational visits.

· All educational visits must be fully compliant with COVID-19 requirements.

· You should be fully engaged with parents, carers and children about the organisation of the visit and the COVID-19 measures in place, from the initial planning to completion of the visit. You should be very clear and able to demonstrate that the visit has been fully risk assessed and that measures are in place to ensure that, as far as is practicably possible, the visit is and will remain COVID-19 compliant.

· Bubble size

· bubbles should be formed from existing school bubbles: residential visit bubbles should only have pupils from a single existing bubble 

· form bubbles no larger than circa 30 children - where possible aim to establish smaller bubbles. Multiple bubbles of 30 is allowed but maintaining the bubbles must be achieved. 

· only teachers and members of the school workforce already part of the established school bubble should accompany pupils on the visit as they are already part of the existing school bubble - teachers do not count towards the bubble size 

· parents, carers or volunteers should not accompany the group to maintain the integrity of the bubble 

· Risk Assessment 

· you must undertake a full and thorough risk assessment. This should set out;-

· that the integrity of the bubble will be maintained throughout (including during recreational times) - you should: 

· not ‘top up’ or mix the bubbles at any time during the visit 

·  the integrity of the bubbles should be maintained and bubble mixing prevented if more than one bubble is going on the trip 

· you will maintain the bubble throughout the visit and ensure that bubbles do not mix with other school groups or bubbles or other guests 

· contingency plans enable a rapid response to symptoms developing in the group or someone needing to self-isolate 

· your risk assessment and extra planning must reflect the public health restrictions in place and your residential visit provider should be able to demonstrate how their centre meets the requirements set out in the guidance on hotels and other guest accommodation. You should request this information prior to any visit and pay particular attention to how the centre will manage any COVID-19 cases during your stay.

· secondary schools may use lateral flow tests to manage the COVID-19 risk.

· General Preparation

You should:

· check in advance that the provider has assessed the risk of COVID-19 and implemented appropriate control measures. In particular, you should ask the accommodation provider to confirm that they: 

· are confident they can maintain the integrity of the school bubble and prevent mixing with other guests and bubbles 

· have assessed overnight sleeping arrangements in line with the size of the group that will be expected to share rooms or dormitories, particularly in respect of measures to ensure appropriate ventilation (see more in the accommodation section) 

· have measures in place to ensure the effective and frequent sanitising and cleaning of any shared facilities such as: 

· bathrooms 

· kitchen or dining 

· any potentially shared equipment or communal facilities 

· frequent touch surfaces 

· Accommodation

· you should be familiar with the guidance on hotels and other guest accommodation

· residential educational visits organised by a school should be conducted in a way that maintains the integrity of the established school visit bubble.

· if the educational visit contains more than 6 people it is strongly recommended that the bubble is broken down into smaller groups for sleeping and room sharing is limited as far as possible.

· it is also recommended that members of school staff have their own single room and do not share with other members of school staff.

· In advance of any visit, it will be important for you to confirm arrangements with the accommodation provider, especially with regard to maintaining the integrity of the bubble, arrangements for overnight accommodations and travel to, from and during the visit.

· Insurance

· ensure you have appropriate insurance cover. Trips booked prior to COVID should cover COVID-19 but cancellation cover may be difficult for new bookings

· given the likely gap in COVID-19 cancellation related insurance, schools considering booking a new visit are advised to ensure that any new bookings have adequate financial protection in place.

· Travel

· schools should carefully consider and plan their travel arrangements to and from their destination and follow the advice set out in this guidance. It is important to observe and make travel plans that reflect the system of controls, especially in relation to maintaining the integrity and exclusivity of the educational visit bubble. General information on travel is available in the safer travel guidance for passengers

If you would like more information please go to the Actions for schools during the coronavirus outbreak guidance

Date: 14 May 2021


